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Fluxfilm No. 4" Disappearing Music
for Face” by Chieko (Mieko) Shiomi.
Performed by Yoko Ono,
photographed by Peter Moore, 1966,
Vintage offset sheets published as a

flipbook by George Maciunas | Fluxus,
late 1960's. This is one of the final 79
copies from an unknown edition size,
collated by ReFlux Editions, 2002.
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The Museum of Modern Art, New York. The Gilbert and Lila Silverman Fluxus
Collection Gift. Photo by Brad Iverson
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Introducing Materials Related to the Language Instrument, Parole Singer by Michi TANAKA

and Jiro TAKAMATSU
Kazuhiko YOSHIZAKI

The Language Instrument, Parole Singer, created by the
composer Michi Tanaka (1945-) and artist Jiro Takamatsu
(1936-1998), was displayed in the “Tokyo Art Meeting (III)
Art & Music—Search for New Synesthesia’ exhibition at the
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo (October 27, 2012 —
February 3, 2013). This was the first time in 38 years, since
it was presented at The Language Instruments exhibition
at the XEROX KNOWLEDGE-IN in 1974 that the work has
been exhibited to the public. In the latest exhibition the work
was displayed together with various related materials, such
as design drawings by Jiro Takamatsu, manuscripts for The
Language Instruments exhibition written by the poet and
dramatist Shuji Terayama (1935-1983), and poster and flyer of
the The Language Instruments exhibition designed by the
graphic designer Kohei Sugiura (1932-).

The object of this essay is to introduce the materials related
to the Language Instrument, Parole Singer, in further detail.
The original concept for the Language Instrument, Parole
Singer, was proposed by Tanaka, with Takamatsu producing
the formative design for the instrument itself and the accom-
panying chair. The Parole Singer is an instrument that “can
create music from poems, weather forecasts, addresses, names,
or any other text; it is ‘an automatic composition machine that
translates representational symbols—ecriture—into sounds .
Instead of a piano keyboard, it is fitted with a typewriter-like
keyboard that is used to type words, above which there is also
an electronic display. As each letter is typed, the sound attrib-
uted to it is played through the loudspeaker while the letter
itself appears on the display. This instrument plays 32 notes
within an octave, the reason being that Tanaka felt limited by
the prevailing twelve-note octave that is considered standard,
so using the pythagorean scale and just intonation as a base,
he added seven harmonic overtones to create a scale consist-
ing of 32 notes.

Takamatsu’s design, Terayama’s handwritten notes, for The
Language Instruments exhibition a poster for The Language
Instruments exhibition, leaflets and other materials demon-
strate that not only was this work revolutionary as a musical
instrument, but it also resulted in the collaboration of numer-
ous artists from this period who were all active in different

fields and can be regarded as an important example of a 1970s’

cross-disciplinary collaboration. For example, in addition to
Takamatsu and Terayama, other artists involved include the
graphic designer, Sugiura who produced the poster and leaflets
for The Language Instruments exhibition, the poet Shuntaro
Tanikawa (1931- ) who appeared in the exhibition as a guest
performer, as did the pianist Aki Takahashi (1945), the film-
maker and ex-member of the Tenjo Sajiki, (a theater troupe led
by Terayama), Sakumi Hagiwara (1946- ), the children’s litera-
ture writer, Erika Tachihara (1937-) etc. This fact demonstrates
that not only does the Parole Singer stand on the borderline
between the fields of music and art but it is also relevant as a
critique within the fields of literature and linguistics.

In addition to the aforementioned materials, we received an
e-mail from Tanaka, on January 29,2013, containing an essay
entitled ‘The Birth of the Language Instrument’ We are taking
this opportunity to present the full text of this as it includes
a description of the basic concept behind its creation, writ-
ten by the artist herself, as well as other valuable information

concerning the process by which it was brought into being.

(1]
Michi Tanaka, tanaka michi : catalogue of works, Tokyo :
Shitsumon-sha, 1977, p.7

123



Related Program for ‘MOT Collection: Chronicle 1964- | OFF MUSEUM’
Transcription of ‘Mieko SHIOMTI’s Talk and Performance: Intermedia / Transmedia

— The Technique Linking Diverse Works’

This program was presented on April 29, in connection with
the ‘MOT Collection: Chronicle 1964- | OFF MUSEUM’ exhi-
bition that was the initial section of the permanent exhibition
for fiscal year 2012. The first half consisted of a talk by the
artist, Mieko Shiomi, and the second half of a performance.
The works presented were Disappearing Music for Face/
Version 2012, Disappearing Music for Face + Boundary
Music/2012-Dedicated to George Maciunas, Water Music/
Version 2012, Direction Event/Version 2012. The musical
performances were carried out by Hiroaki Ooi, Reki Shibata,
Tomoko Fukui, Keitetsu Murai, Reiko Yano, Misako Yarita
and volunteers from the audience.

The following text has been adapted from the notes Shiomi

used and the transcription of for her talk:

The overall title of this program is ‘Intermedia/Transmedia’
but the main point of the talk is “Transmedial What this means
is that one concept can be used as a key to create consecutive
works in different media.

Today, the word ‘media’ on its own is often used in reference
to the mass media, but in the 1960s, when Dick Higgins of
Fluxus put forward the concept of ‘Intermedia’ and defined it
as being ‘a form of expression that exists between established
genres; the term ‘media’ was taken to mean an area of artistic
expression such as music, words, light, objects, images, etc. At
the time I considered all the media laid out before me as being
of equal value and the experience of ‘Intermedia’ provided me
with the foundation to move on to “Transmedial

Of all my works, the oldest example of ‘Transmedia’ is
Disappearing Music for Face. This originated from a work
for a 1964 event based on an idea by George Maciunas in
which a performance by Yoko Ono was recorded by Peter
Moore on 8mm film, then used to create a flipbook, which 1
later transformed into a choral work in 2002. On the other
hand, the most recent example is Endless Box. This was ini-
tially created in 1963; it represents the attenuation of sound
in the form of an object and was used first in a performance,
then in 2011 in a video work. In addition to these, I have
enjoyed transforming and developing various other works,
including Water Music, Balance Poem, An Incidental Story
on the Day of a Solar Eclipse, An Incidental Story on the
Night of a Lunar Eclipse, and Direction Event. For this
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program, I have presented a 2012 version of a performance,
involving performers and volunteers as a new experiment in

‘Transmedia’



A Brief Commentary on the Creation of the Video Endless Box

Aki FUJII

In fiscal year 2009, the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
obtained 31 works by Mieko Shiomi for its collection. In all
of these works music, words and visual elements combine har-
moniously, not only containing aspects of ‘Intermedia; allow-
ing them to cross between different genres, but also creating
a single whole within which each can be converted in to the
other. Some of them represent what the artist describes as
“Transmedia; by which she means the same concept used in
a work produced in one medium being recreated as a new
work in a different medium. For this reason it Shiomi’s works
cannot be said to represent a finished world, encapsulated
within a single ‘object;] rather they always possess the potential
of transition and change.

These works were introduced under the theme ‘Chronicle
1964- | OFF MUSEUM’ as part of the Museum’s ‘MOT
Collection’ permanent exhibition (February 4 — May 6,2012).
However, for this exhibition, works in which this concept has
been expressed visually were presented inside a glass case,
giving rise to the dilemma that their inherent dynamism
could not be adequately transmitted. In an effort to overcome
this problem, I arranged for a talk by the artist (included in the
previous section), performances based on her works, and the
production of a video featuring her Endless Box.
Conceived in 1963, Endless Box consists of 34 paper boxes
that become progressively smaller, all of them nesting inside
each other. Shiomi refers to this work as ‘a visual diminuendo]
and it is a work that allows us to experience the duration
of time through a physical form. In order to emphasize the
temporal element, as well as allowing the viewers to relive
the experience of an imaginary music for themselves, I sug-
gested that Shiomi create a video performance of herself inter-
acting with the work that could be displayed together with
the boxes. However, although Shiomi agreed to produce the
video, she thought that it would be better if an anonymous
performer were used, as this would make the work autono-
mous, and from the viewpoint of “Transmedia it would be
preferable to produce the video as a new work. The result was
that acting on Shiomi’s idea; I assumed the role of performer
while the artist, Daisuke Yamashiro, handled the filming to
create a visual work.

Shiomi’s creativity starts from small beginnings but she does

not let it conclude there, instead she transfers it, continuing

the linked images to produce something ‘endless:

In museums, numerous people contribute to accumulate and
exhibit the works to form collection, together weaving a his-
tory for the future, and it is therefore necessary to look care-
fully at the time included in each individual work and the

history that will accumulate there in the future.
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Comprehensive Table of Contents (1) for the News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
(Published by Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum)

Edited by: Naho HASEGAWA

The News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum was the
serial publication produced by the Tokyo Metropolitan Art
Museum, the 1st issue being published in January 1951 and
continuing through to the 450th issue in March 1997.
Originally a paid journal up until the 123 edition (March
1961), the News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
was published by a group of art aficionados who formed a
‘Tomo no Kai’ (association for the Friends of the Museum),
and it provided information on trends in the art world as
well as introducing the activities of the museum. However
from the 124% edition (April 1961), the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government provided the budget for its publication and it
was distributed free as the museum’s PR. journal.

From 1964 the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum began to
publish the Handbook of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum,
but the News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum con-
tinued to be published regularly, providing information on
the numbers of visitors to each exhibition and describing
works that had been donated to the museum, assuming the
role of an annual report or bulletin and providing valuable
information.

MOT’s Art Library contains every edition of the News of
Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum. Unfortunately, there is no
comprehensive table of contents available and access to the
contents of articles remains inadequate. The activities of the
Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum were so closely linked to the
developments of Japanese art and Japanese art organizations
in the postwar era, it has been decided that a comprehensive
table of contents should be compiled and this will be pub-
lished as it becomes available in order to improve accessibility
for research. The first step in this project is now complete and
we are releasing a table of contents for issues 1 (January 1951)
through to 60 (December 1955).

Notes:

e This is a comprehensive table of contents for all the issues
of News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum from the first
issue (January 1951) to the sixtieth (December 1955).

¢ This table of contents was compiled based on the headings
within the original publications and where this was insuffi-
cient,appropriate additions were extracted from the contents

of the articles.
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* Where a section was not included in the original table of
contents this has been added to the new index, the heading
and writer’s name being presented inside square brackets [ ].
e Information relating to plates and photographs has been
added where considered necessary.

* In the case of illustrations, only those that originally included
a title and artist’s name have been listed.
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