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Weaving the Weavers

Naoko SEKI

The exhibition “Weavers of Worlds: A Century of Flux in
Japanese Modern / Contemporary Art,” held in celebration
of the Grand Reopening of the Museum of Contemporary
Art, Tokyo in spring 2019, took conditions affecting artistic
practice in Japan as one of its themes and viewed Japanese

3

artists as “weavers” who create by selectively editing
disparate elements. Through artworks from the museum’s
collection, the exhibition traced their creative actions in this
regard and reexplored a characteristic facet of modern and
contemporary art in Japan. A catalogue of the same name was
also published for the exhibition, yet its plates do not cover
all the exhibited works, and the catalogue reproduces only a
small portion of materials in the museum’s art library. In this
writing, I clarify points concerning the actual exhibition and
its intentions that are difficult to grasp from the catalogue.

One point is explanation of the reasoning behind establishing
1914 as the exhibition’s starting point and structuring the

exhibition on that basis. A second point concerns the period

from the 1910s to 1970s (third and first floor galleries) this
writer was responsible for. In structuring this period, the
narrative flow was loosely related to large social events such
as the Great Kanto Earthquake and two world wars. Each
section, then, examined artists whose work spanned eras, such
as YANASE Masamu, NAKAHARA Minoru, and KATSURA
Yuki, with a focus on tracing each artist’s expressive
development in response to changes occurring in the real
world. In cases where few extant works remained from pre-
war period, this was done through exhibition photographs. A
third point concerns female artists who, in the postwar years,
discovered new expressive possibilities in working across
genres or in between them. Setting up a room featuring such
artists as ASAKURA Setsu, TADA Minami, and TANAKA
Chizuko, in a first floor gallery, their efforts to present a
narrative differing from that of established art history were
highlighted.

MOT Satellite 2019 Wandering, Mapping—To Plot Your New Encounter in This District

Kasumi YAMAKI

The exhibition “Wandering, Mapping” featured works of
contemporary artworks on map or on community. The aim
was to empower each viewer to experience the city, using a
“map,” which is both an aid for entering unknown territory
and a mirror reflecting how we perceive the world.

The framework for this exhibition, the project series “MOT
Satellite,” was launched in fiscal 2016 when the Museum of
Contemporary Art Tokyo closed for renovation work. This
time, the fourth “MOT Satellite” was held. The previous three
times it was held, while the museum was closed, the project
found its venue in empty shops and warehouses in Kiyosumi-
shirakawa. As such, the exhibition this time, taking the art
museum’s gallery as its main venue, may appear to have
retreated from its “community art project” concept. In fact,
however, the exhibition featured numerous devices enabling
viewers to have a more personalized experience in their
encounter with Kiyosumi-shirakawa.

Some works enabled viewers to experience the process
itself by which the artist became acquainted with the city.

They included a roadmap expressing the sensations a blind
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artist experienced in Kiyosumi-shirakawa (MITSUSHIMA
Takayuki), a work that visualizes regional change by plotting
on a map 10 people’s spoken narratives about everyday life
in the district (SATO Ayako), and a quest to discover and
feel Tokyo’s multilayer landscape by interweaving fictional
stories with actual landscapes, guided by a gamebook
(orangcosong+SHINJI Haruka). Then other works cast new
light on the community people, in contrast with dominant
narratives by a key person or majority, showed how many
different voices all have equal value. These included a tapestry
of yarn strands wrapped around statements concerning
personal identity (Mary Corey MARCH) and an imaginary
map reminding us that actual society is born of conflicts of
interest among countless people (IMAIZUMI Takayuki).
We hope that each participant, whether a local resident or
museum visitor, could curate their own City Walk and thereby
give depth to Kiyosumi-shirakawa’s significance as a district

with an art museum.



About signage design for interior and exterior public spaces.

Yui KATO, Chiako KUDO, Akane TORII, Mihoko NISHIKAWA, Tomoko YABUMAE, Fujiyo YAMAMOTO

The Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo (MOT) celebrated
its Grand Reopening in late March 2019, three years after
closing in June 2016 for major renovation to upgrade its
equipment and improve its utility as a museum building. In
order to unify all aspects of MOT’s renovation in design and
concept—including the selection of fixtures and equipment,
and the design of signage for the interior and exterior
public spaces—a total design approach was sought. For this
purpose, six coordinators were selected from the curatorial,
educational program, permanent collection, and management
and public relations sections, and a project team responsible
for aggregating the issues and opinions of each section was
launched.

As the result of a competition held on this basis, architect

NAGASAKA Jo (Schemata Architects) was selected to
handle the signage equipment design, and art director IROBE
Yoshiaki (Art Director, Irobe Design Institute, Nippon Design
Center, Inc.) to handle the signage planning in late March,

2018.

Based on the museum’s goals, Schemata Architects proposed
a fixture and furniture system employing an “interface”
concept for flexible response to activities in the museum
interior. Concretely, the “interface” consists of holes cut in
fixtures and furniture to enable the insertion of hand pallets
and other components for easy moving and reconfiguring
of the furniture. As a result, interior spaces can flexibly be

rearranged to accommodate the desired activity.

MOT Satellite 2017 Connecting Scapes—From the Windows of Kiyosumi-shirakawa

Hikari ODAKA

“MOT Satellite” is an art project series held with the
cooperation of shops, facilities, and residents in neighborhoods
around the art museum. The project, in its second term in
2017, was led by three curators, and exhibits and events
were held on the theme of tracing Kiyosumi-shirakawa’s
historical background and process of transformation. In
this writing, I examine a project held by five contemporary
artists in the Kiyosumi-shirakawa area where the museum
is located. SHITAMICHI Motoyuki, KAMATA Yusuke,
NAKAMURA Atsuko, MORI Akira, and ISHIZUKA Mako

have created works in wide-ranging locations around the
world, based on fieldwork and research conducted in those
locations. This time, they walked about Kiyosumi-shirakawa,
talked to the district’s people, and observed it each from
their own vantage point. Their subsequent artworks revealed
hidden aspects of the district’s scenery—both past aspects
of urban reconstruction after the Tokyo air raid and old time
lumberyards and factories, and contemporary aspects easily
overlooked—and succeeded in connecting people of different

generations and nationalities.
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Reflecting on modes of engagement—the collaborative exhibition Almost nothing, yet not nothing as part of MOT

Satellite 2017

Kyonfa CHE

The exhibition Almost nothing, yet not nothing was organized
as part of MOT Satellite 2017 Connecting Scapes at Arts and
Science Lab in Tokyo University of the Arts in Ueno, Tokyo.
It was conceived as the first step of a long-term collaboration
with KADIST, a non-profit organization based in Paris
and San Francisco, whose programs focus on exhibiting
works of artists represented in its collection and developing
collaborations with artists, curators and art organizations
around the world. The exhibition was co-curated by Kyongfa
Che from the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo and Elodie
Royer from KADIST, featuring 5 artists — Myriam Lefkowitz,
Eric Baudelaire, Motohiro Tomii, Wendelien van Oldenborgh
and Julius Koller. The exhibition aimed to show a variety of
artists’ practices that involved different forms of engagement
with individuals and communities in specific socio-political

contexts. The works, of which media ranged from film to

installation to performance, reflected various relations among
people in the society or people and their society, and explored
the potentiality to understand issues or imagine relations
differently through specific modes of dialogue and reflection.
Through those works the exhibition tried to encourage the
audience — especially young generation of artists and art
students — to reflect both on the potentiality and challenges in
artists’ direct engagement with the public, that is increasingly
expected of artists by various platforms including biennales,
triennales, art festivals and community-based projects.

Alongside the exhibition, the curators organized a series
of discursive events for young artists and art students,
including workshops led by Myriam Lefkowitz, Wendelien
van Oldenborgh and Motohiro Tomii, as well as a screening,

lectures, performances for the public audience by those artists.

MOT Satellite 2017 Autumn and 2018 Autumn—The Art Museum’s Linkage Project with Education and Research Institutions

Tomoe MORIYAMA

The “MOT Satellite” project series held during the Museum of
Contemporary Art Tokyo’s closure for renovation—a period
when the surrounding district and we lacked the platform of
a large-scale cultural facility—was a networked endeavor
to link with the district’s people and us by implanting the
museum’s activities in neighborhoods around the museum and
thereby generate new creativity.

In recent years, the trend is moving from the art festivals
taking root in various regions of Japan (ex. Art Setouchi and
Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale), or else tourist resource and
resort-type festivals, to art museum-like, different-dimension
spaces that manifest directly in town. Such projects, based on
the element of “linkage-interaction = feeding back,” employ
artistic and technological methods to transform the town’s
resources, guided by aims similar to those of Ars Electronica,
the art, technology, and society festival held for forty years in

the Austrian city of Linz.
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The staged development of regional, international,
educational, and social collaborations, from the first “MOT
Satellite” to after the museum’s reopening, was also an
important process enabling the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum
of Contemporary Art, which has operated here more than 20
years, to function as a base for memory in the region.

In this paper, I report on and discuss the element of linkage-
interaction, a concept still new to Japanese museums, with
a focus on our MOT Satellite 2017 and 2018 collaborations
and exhibit-support-systems with educational and research
institutions (Tokyo University and Tokyo University of the
Arts) and companies.

I additionally look at exhibitions, wandering systems,
workshops, and talk events conducted using experimental
methods, and report on the results. It is hoped that, through
this paper, such endeavors as this will be taken up by more

museums, hereafter, and achieve diffusion.
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