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Carnival of Insects
—Regarding Yuki Katsura and Joan Mir6
Naoko Seki

Last year a retrospective exhibition was held to celebrate the
centenary of the birth of Yuki Katsura (1913-1991). Beginning
work as an artist during the 1930s, she simultaneously developed
three artistic techniques—collage, detailed depiction, and
caricaturistic expression to explore the contrast of the different
techniques, the relationship between subject matter and means
of expression, and the reversal of values that took place within
it. Her method of combining the three different expressional
techniques within her work is recognized as retaining importance
to this day and in this essay I would like to start by looking at
two works, created on paper, which may indicate a connection
between her work and that of Joan Mird, using her caricaturistic
expression as a central core around which to explore this further.
It will provide an opportunity to see how this artist related to the
artistic expressions of her contemporaries as she developed her
creativity, and to examine her use of the ‘carnival’ element that
characterizes so much of her work.

I have discovered that these two works on paper, which were
most likely produced between 1938 and 1940, borrow sections
from the caricaturistic motifs in Joan Mird’s Harlequin’s
Carnival and Maternity, rearranging them and adding color.
Plates of these works by Mir6 appeared in Shuzo Takiguchi’s
translation of André Breton’s book, as well as other writings of
his on Mir6 that were published in books and magazines at the
time, and in view of the fact that Takiguchi contributed a poem
for Katsura’s 1938 work, it would appear likely that she referred
to the reproductions in these publications to produce sketches of
Miré’s work.

Knowing that she copied Mird’s work, if we look at her most
caricaturistic works, People I and People II, that were submitted
to Kyu-shitsu Kai (the Ninth Room Association) exhibition in
1940, we can see that the figure of a person in the middle of
People I is reminiscent of the insect-like symbols that appear in
Mird’s work. In addition, the body of the figure on the right has
Katsura’s name written on it in Ashide-style script (a pictorialized
style of calligraphy) and here, too, we can discern a similar form
of expression—the coexistence of symbol-like human figures and
letters within a picture—that was employed by Mird. Looked
at as a whole, the greater part of the canvas is devoted to these
caricaturistically symbolized expressions on flat-toned color, but
it also includes a realistic, detailed depiction of grass that appears
in the lower right. On the other hand, a photograph of People
I, taken in 1976, shows that it originally had a flag pasted on

the upper left side. From this we can ascertain that this pair
of works depicting people humorously that she produced for
the Kyu-shitsu Kai (the Ninth Room Association) exhibition,
were experimental expressions combining collage and detailed
depiction with symbolized caricaturistic depictions of people
similar to those by Mir6.

Furthermore, in her 1938 self-portrait, Foppish Millipede, she
again depicts a human as an insect, her use of thick and thin
black lines in the drawing reminiscent of Mird’s. In Cherry
Blossoms, Spring and History of Mankind, that were created
after 1940, it can be speculated that the small, symbolic
expressions of people and other creatures were developed from
the caricaturistic motifs in the aforementioned two works by
Miré. Among the works she produced in her later years are a
variety of household objects with horns created in red silk in
1985. These are reminiscent of Tsukumogami (99 spirits), a
popular theme in Japanese folklore in which everyday objects
become animated, and can be likened to Hyakki yagyo (Night
parade of one hundred demons), a carnival of household objects
forming a midnight procession.

Again, in her picture of a woman, maybe from the 1940s,
with short hair in a modern style and decorated with plants,
clothed in work trousers, a variety of kasuri-patterned fabrics,
with her name written on the collar, and carrying a bunch of
flowers, she manifests her refined skill in mixing a variety of
disparate elements. This work can be compared to Mird’s self-
portrait that he produced in 1919. A native of Catalonia, he
had depicted himself wearing a garibaldina, a collarless shirt that
possesses a strong regional flavor. The fabric on the right side of
the figure has been depicted in fine detail, while that on the left is
executed using the cubist technique. In this way, he utilized the
depiction of his own clothing to express the conflict that existed
in art between works that concentrated on regional factors and
those from Paris that featured the latest international styles. In
this self-portrait, Miré explored his own situation immediately
after the First World War, whereas for her part, by depicting part
of her clothing through pencil sketching and combining this with
watercolor to recreate the texture of the kasuri fabric, Katsura
was able to confront this hybrid culture, not as something
ludicrous, but demonstrating that choice and combination
represent a form of creativity.

When considering the relationship between the work of Katsura

and Mir6, in addition to their shared use of caricaturistic
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expression and reversal of values through a carnival-like world-
view, I would also like to comment on their use of rope. In
Mir6’s 1935 Rope and People, a hank of rope has been casually
pasted in the middle of the picture, seemingly pushing the
caricaturistic human figures aside, and the abrupt, visual impact
of this must doubtlessly have shaken Katsura’s collage sense.
Katsura also uses rope in one of her representative postwar
works, Man and Fish, but rather than paste rope onto the
picture, she changed her medium, depicting it in detail using
oil paints. From the viewpoint of this relationship between her
work and that of Mir6, who utilized a wide range of expression,
we see that Katsura did not exist in isolation; they present a
commonality in their creative work both possessing unique
traditions that developed in culturally peripheral areas, and

employing the diversity of modernism.
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Comprehensive Table of Contents (2) for the News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
(Published by Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum)
Edited by Naho HASEGAWA

Continuing from last year, we are releaseing a comprehensive table of contents covering the News of Tokyo Metropolitan
Art Museum from Issue 61 (January 1956) to Issue 140 (September 1962). For bibliographic information, please refer
to Comprehensive Table of Contents (1) for the News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, published in Annual Report
2012, Bulletin No.15.
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Original Book Cover Designs by Masamu YANASE
Tkuko IWATA

The library of the Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo
(MOT), contains a large collection of material concerning
Masamu YANASE (1900-19435) including original designs
for book covers by him. This essay will focus on four

pictures for books whose publication remains a mystery.

1. Jissen (Practice)

This work consists merely of the characters that read,
‘Jissen” and there is no information concerning the author
or publisher. To the right of the title there is the ‘Nejikugi,
screw nail’ symbol that YANASE used to sign his work. He
first used this symbol on the binding for Arashr ni Tatsu
(Standing in the Storm) that was published in July 1929, so
it can be assumed that Jissen was published subsequent to
this date. It is thought that the design was for a proletarian-
related work but no information on its actual publication

can be discovered.

2. Kuraki Nayami (Dark Anguish)

A design of the characters for ‘Akatsuki 1’ (Daybreak 1),
‘Kuraki Nayami’ and ‘by Kenzo IMANQ’, with ‘published
by Shinchosha’ added in pencil. YANASE designed the
cover for Kenzo IMANO?’s (1893-1969) book, Akatsuki
vol. 1, Yami ni Modayuru (Suffer in the Dark), (Nov. 1924,
Shinchosha), and the existence of this artwork indicates that

‘Kuraki Nayami’ had been considered as a tentative title for

this book.

3. Haritsuke Mozaemon (Crucified Mozaemon)

Designs of the characters that read ‘Haritsuke Mozaemon’,
‘by Seikichi FUJIMORTI and ‘published by Shinchosha’.
Haritsuke Mozaemon was a play by Seikichi FUJIMORI
(1892-1977) that was published in the April 1926 edition
of Shincho magazine, it was first performed in June, then
published in book form by Shinchosha in July of the same
year. However, it is clearly stated that the cover design of
this publication was by Kenichi SHIGEOKA (1895-1988)
and it differs from this material. YANASE’s design was not
used, but from the fact that the publisher’s name is included,

it can be seen that he had received a commission for the job.
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4. Kitanai Junkyosha (The Soiled Martyr)

The preparatory design for this book cover gives the title
as ‘Kitanai Junkyosha’ ‘by Yoshiki HAYAMA’, but Yoshiki
HAYAMA (1894-1945) never published a book with this
title. This writer presumes that this ‘Kitanai Junkyosha’ was
actually a proposal for HAYAMA’s collection of short stories
that was published under the title, /nbaifu (The Prostitute)
(July 1926, Shunyodo). The main reason for this is that in
both designs the title and author’s name are placed identically
and the character design is the same for both. The second
reason is that /nbaifu contains the passage ‘In place of a
prostitute I saw a martyr’. A woman in this story was filthy,
suffered from a serious disease, and the fact that she was
‘soiled” was stressed. In other words, ‘Kitanai Junkyosha’
can be thought to be a just an alternative way of expressing

‘Inbaifu’.
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