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The Enigma of Yuki KATSURA’s Works
Naoko Seki

The work created by Yuki KATSURA from the latter half
of the 1930s to the early 1950s can be seen as tracing the
trajectory of her personal pictorial creativity while also
being affected by external elements, such as the influx of
western-European Modernism and the rapidly changing
social conditions in Japan at this time. After studying the
basic techniques of Nihonga and oil painting, KATSURA
went on to use non-conventional materials, such as
cloth or paper, cork, plaster, etc., to experiment with
collages, while also seeking her own methods of pictorial
composition. This essay will focus on three works
produced at different times during a ten-year period and

featuring the same, large chinquapin tree that grew in

her garden, tracing the development of their pictorial
composition. In so doing, we see how KATSURA’s
interests changed, and also the way in which she sifted
through diverse works, old and new, making critical
transformations in them. As the sources of the critical
references in her work become clear, it should become
evident that things that had appeared quite normal were
actually KATSURA’s way of presenting challenging
answers to the state of the expression and the situations
of the times. The motifs are obvious but her intentions
in creating these works remain a mystery—they provide
a key to understanding KATSURA’s work during this

period of intolerance.

Ay-O’s Performance at the ‘Ay-O: Over the Rainbow Once More’ Exhibition (2012)

Mihoko Nishikawa

Ay-O presented multiple performances at the ‘Ay-O: Over
the Rainbow Once More’ exhibition held at the Museum
of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, in 2012. The following
presents a summary of these:

Ay-O was a member of the avant-garde artist group,
Fluxus. Starting in the early to mid-sixties, when
Fluxus was at its peak in New York, he participated in
the weekly Fluxus concerts and virtually every other
performance event they held. ‘Instructed action’ was
an important element of Ay-O’s art, however his fame
as the ‘Rainbow Artist’ resulted in his performance
works having received little attention until now. His solo
exhibition, held in 2012, allowed people to realize the fact
that in his ‘rainbow paintings’, he ‘does not draw lines or
shapes but overlays motifs with colors conforming to the
order of the spectrum,’ adhering to instructions he laid
down for himself. The works recorded in this summary
are as follows:

1. Black Hole. An interactive installation in which people
pass through a pitch-dark space guided only by their
sense of touch.

2. Object Mandala at MOT: Piano, Sewing Machine,
Umbrella and Rainbow Fall. An installation including of

a 300 meter long fabric rainbow, that was originally used
to decorate the Eiffel Tower in Paris in 1987, suspended
from a height of 20 meters inside the museum’s atrium.

3. The Myth of Sisyphus. A performance work in which
the artist visited the museum every week during the three
months of the exhibition to rearrange approximately 170
objects placed in the atrium, creating circles, crosses, etc.
and producing a different shape each time for 17 weeks.
4. 0’. A performance work consisting of a dark space
with a light illuminating a single spot where there is a
hole, approximately the size of a ping-pong ball, from
which toys and liquids suddenly emerge or smells are
released.

5. Seven Hills Events by Toru Takemitsu. A rare
intermedia work by Takemitsu, this work was dedicated
to Ay-O. When it was first performed in 1966, Ay-
O, Toshi Ichiyanagi, Katsuhiro Yamaguchi and others
were joined by Jasper Johns, who was visiting Japan. In
2012 this work was recreated by young artists, with the
cooperation of the pianist, Aki Takahashi, all working
under the direction of Toshi Ichiyanagi in an event related

to the Ay-O exhibition.
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GHOSTS, UNDERPANTS and STARS—A place where children can be children

Yasunori Goh

Watching the children we come into contact with through
the museum’s educational activities (largely infants and
primary school students), I have noticed that they all
share certain tendencies. That is to say they all like ‘to
run’, ‘to touch’ and ‘to skylark’. These actions appear
to be instinctive to all children, whoever they may be,
and serve to prove that the children are enjoying their
appreciation of the art. However, museums all have rules
forbidding ‘running’, ‘touching’ and ‘skylarking’, meaning
that they attempt to suppress the children’s instinctive
forms of physical expression (to suddenly run over to

things that interest them, verifying them through touch,

then shouting out their enjoyment in happy voices as they
jump around in excitement). Of course it is important
that children should learn social rules, such as how to
behave inside museums, but paradoxically, by holding an
exhibition in which children are free to indulge in their
natural tendencies to touch and run around safely, it
may serve to teach them the rules of usual behavior. That
was the thinking behind this exhibition. In other words,
by letting them know that this exhibition is unique in
allowing them to ‘touch’ and ‘skylark’, they will realize
that they should not do such things at other exhibitions.

This essay will present a full description of the exhibition.

Concerning the Works by Ushio Shinohara and Nobuaki Kojima Donated by the Late Hitoshi Oguni of

Ebichu Kaikan Co., Ltd.
Aki Fujii

During the financial year, 2012, the Museum of
Contemporary Art Tokyo received 14 works by Ushio
Shinohara and 5 works by Nobuaki Kojima from the
late Hitoshi Oguni of Ebichu Kaikan Co. Ltd. Mr. Oguni
collected these works during a long relationship with
both artists. In ¢.1968 Mr. Oguni, a restaurateur since
the war, opened a coffee bar/restaurant featuring go-
go dancing and named ‘Ungra Pop’ (underground pop)
in the Kabukicho area of Shinjuku. Yukio Kawamura,
who designed this restaurant and was also involved in
Oguni’s later business, ‘Ebichu’, was on friendly relations
with both artists and after being introduced to them,
Mr. Oguni began to collect their works. These works
were displayed in ‘Ebichu’ from April 1968, but with the
closure of the business in 2012, they were donated to the
museum.

These works were shown as part of the permanent ‘MOT

Collection’ exhibition under the title, ‘Chronicle 1966- |
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Expanded Vision’ (Feb. 15 — May 11, 2014). Using the
keyword, ‘looking’ as its starting point, this exhibition
focused on individual artists and works within the
context of the state of the art world during the latter half
of the 1960s when people began to reassess attitudes
towards viewing and the concept of art. This exhibition
recreated the entrance of the ‘Ebichu’ Restaurant, which
had been decorated with the ‘Oiran Series’ by Ushio
Shinohara to form a gateway, presenting an image of the
restaurant itself and the ‘Ungra Pop’ of the times.

Since its opening, this museum has used its collection
to introduce a systemized overview of postwar
contemporary art. In addition to presenting a work’s
general position in history, its exhibition, a museum
can also shed a light its individual history, including its
background, thereby creating a multilayered temporal

axis through which to view it.



Related Program for “MOT Collection : Arts of Sculpture - Use, Capture, Create”

Transcription of Dialogue between Eri Takayanagi and Mika Kuraya on the work of Eri Takayanagi

Yoshimi Chinzei

This text is a record of a talk between Eri Takayanagi
(artist) and Mika Kuraya (Chief Curator of the
Department of Fine Arts, The National Museum of
Modern Art, Tokyo) that took place on January 13,
2014 at the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo. In
the 3™ quarter of 2014, the museum held the ‘Acts of
Sculpture—Use, Capture, Create’ exhibition in its 3"
floor permanent gallery as part 2 of the MOT Collection
exhibition. This talk was carried out as an associated
event.

Eri Takayanagi (1962- ) is well-known for the way in
which she employs everyday objects in unique ways
in her work. Since her debut solo exhibition in 1986,
she has continued to hold regular solo exhibitions in
museums, etc. Her work always begins with what she
considers a form of reality (‘vivid things’ she comes into
contact with during her daily life), which causes her to
examine the events/things that catch her interest. For
example, if we look at Nap of Swan (1997, dustcloth,
8.5x9x11cm, collection of Museum of Contemporary
Art Tokyo), which has the outward appearance of being
simply a tightly wrung floorcloth, we see that after her
initial encounter with a sort of rag she noticed by the
side of the road, she assessed every aspect of it then used
the relationship that existed between it and herself as the
nucleus of her creation. In other words, she tries to pick
up the reality of the her personal awareness, by avoiding

ready-made methods and limits, the final result possessing

diversity while exhibiting characteristics that allow it to
escape quite naturally from the traditional framework
of values. Her use of prosaic materials or external
appearances has resulted in her often being quoted in
regard to the keyword, ‘everyday life’, which has become
a popular characteristic in art since the 1990s, but the
actual process of her creation is an experiment in cutting
through the obviousness of this foothold in a unique way.
Takayanagi’s body of work is difficult to grasp swiftly
and this talk was planned in order to provide a broad
overview. The interlocutor, Mika Kuraya, is one of the
people who has followed Takayanagi’s career from
its beginning and she included her work in a group
exhibition she curated in 2001, entitled ‘Bijutsukan wo
yomitoku [Reading the Art Museum - Hyokeikan and
Art of Today] > (Hyokeikan, Tokyo National Museum).
The talk used examples, chosen by the artist, to provide
a chronological description of her work and a detailed
explanation of her motives in creating it. In addition, the
artist’s frequent use of such terms as ‘liberation’, ‘volition’
and ‘freedom’, allows us to see how she removes all
premises when confronting her subject (or herself),
demonstrating her sincerity in questioning freedom, all of
this providing a valuable insight into Takayanagi’s work.

We would like to offer our sincere gratitude to Ms.
Takayanagi and Ms. Kuraya for their willingness to have
this talk and permitting it to be published here once

more.

Comprehensive Table of Contents (3) for the News of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum (Published by

Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum)

Edited by Naho Hasegawa

Continuing from last year, we are releasing a
comprehensive table of contents covering the News
of Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum from Issue
141 (October 1962) to Issue 220 (May 1969). For

bibliographic information, please refer to Comprehensive
Table of Contents (1) for the News of Tokyo
Metropolitan Art Museum, published in Annual Report
2012, Bulletin No.15.
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