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D’ailleurs, c’est toujours les autres qui meurent.
(By the way, it is always others who die.)

Marcel Duchamp

Video without Video
Communication with Death.

Shigeko Kubota
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Abstracts

Kaihatsu Yoshiaki

Confronting and Deviating from the Institution of Art—Focusing on the Artist’s Activities in the 1990s

Hikari ODAKA

This text examines the activities of contemporary artist
Kaihatsu Yoshiaki, particularly focusing on those of his early
career in the 1990s that had expressed an awareness for the
institutions and frameworks of art. In 1992, while a student,
Kaihatsu spent two weeks at Documenta 9 as an uninvited
artist and exhibited his work. The purpose of this endeavor
was to be excluded from this esteemed world-class stage
for art. However, his initial intentions were never achieved
since everyone had assumed Kaihatsu to be a participating
artist. One speculates that this experience had informed the
young artist of the robustness of art institutions and, at the
same time, the ambiguity of subjective standards of value.
In 1993,1994 and 1997, Kaihatsu presented an outside
exhibition together with his friends in a parking lot that
charged a flat rate of 300 yen per hour, in response to rental
galleries that enable exhibitions for only a one-week period

for a fee of around 100,000 yen. In 1995-6, he conducted
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a one-year project titled “365 Daisakusen (operation),” in
which he exhibited life-size art objects in 365 locations across
Japan, including private homes, and toured them one by one.
Although the works were collected and incinerated after the
exhibition, the creation of these “invisible sculptures” that
remained in the memories of those involved, had served as
a turning point in shaping Kaihatsu’s subsequent practice of
incorporating communication as a key element of his work.
As Kaihatsu became more accomplished as an artist and
became acquainted with people both inside and outside of
the art world, he gradually deviated from engaging in direct
interventions and responses to the art institution. Ever since,
his practice has developed into a wide range of activities
that include promoting democracy in the arts, projects that
suggests alternatives to existing social systems, and art
activism that supports and speaks for the voiceless people

affected by disaster.



A Study Regarding Works and Critiques of Hideko Fukushima: Looking at the Technique of ‘Stamping’

Kiyoe SHIMBATA (KANAZAWA)

This paper reviews the work and practice of collection artist
Hideko Fukushima (1927-1997), who played a significant role
in the development of abstract painting in Japan’s the postwar
era, and confirms Fukushima’s importance within the context
of postwar abstract painting.

Hideko Fukushima was an avant-garde artist who was mainly
active in the field of painting since the late 1940s. Born in
Tokyo in 1927, Fukushima graduated from Bunka Gakuin
and attended the “Summer Modern Art Seminar.” Later,
she became a member of “Jikken Kobo” (Experimental
Workshop) along with Katsuhiro Yamaguchi, Shozo Kitadai
and her own brother Kazuo Fukushima, together with other
young artists of various fields who had gathered under the
mentorship of Shuzo Takiguchi. Influenced by the likes of
Kitadai and Nobuya Abe, Fukushima, who had initially
engaged in figurative painting, eventually shifted to producing
abstract paintings using the ‘stamping’ technique. Although
Fukushima’s work has been reevaluated in recent years and is
attracting increasing interest in both Japan and abroad, there
is still room for further study in the analysis of her production
and work.

First, one draws reference to bibliographic material including
newspapers and magazine reviews of Hideko Fukushima’s
work at the time of its creation and presentation, to confirm

that Fukushima’s reputation for stamping has been recognized

and that she was indeed regarded a promising newcomer
to the field of abstract painting. Next, while tracing how
Fukushima has been critiqued for her distinct style as an
abstract painter, one would like to focus on works in the
museum’s collection, carefully examining and investigating
them to identify the characteristics of her work, particularly
her stampings from the 1950s to the 1960s. It was the
evaluation of her stamping works by French critic Michel
Tapié that made Fukushima's name prominent in the context
of criticism, and the attention to Fukushima seems to have
increased in proportion to its influence. Stamping is one of
the most well-known characteristics of Fukushima’s work,
and is a technique whereby objects such as cans, bones,
bottles, etc. are used as molds on which and ink or paint
is applied and then pressed onto paper or fabric to create
compositions consisting of an array of lines and circles.
Clearly distinguished from conventional means of painting, it
was a distinct method of expression devised by Fukushima,
who strived to remain active on a par with abstract artists
of the same period who placed emphasis on the suppression
of excessive self-expression and contingency. The purpose
of this paper is to help readers gain an understanding of
Fukushima’s work by focusing on critiques pertaining to her

signature stamping technique.

135



Thoughts on the Exhibition and Conservation of Video Art: A Report and Discussion on the Methods and
Procedures for Exhibiting KUBOTA Shigeko’s Duchampiana: Marcel Duchamp's Grave

Mihoko NISHIKAWA

In 2021, the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo held
the exhibition, “Viva Video! The Art and Life of Shigeko
Kubota” in collaboration with the Niigata Prefectural Museum
of Modern Art and the National Museum of Art, Osaka.
Subsequently, the museum acquired Duchampiana: Marcel
Duchamp’s Grave (1972-75/2019) (herein after referred to as
Duchamp’s Grave), one of Kubota's representative works in
the exhibition that is also recognized for its importance as one
of the earliest examples of video installation in the history of
video art.

Kubota’s Video Sculpture, which combines video and
sculpture, is regarded as a pioneering work of installation
using video in that, unlike a screening, it has no beginning and
end, allowing the viewer to actively look at the work while
moving freely back and forth within the space. Duchamp's
Grave, produced for a solo exhibition in 1975, consists of a
floor-to-ceiling stack of television monitors, the mechanical
parts of which are covered with a plywood construction, and
mirrors that create an endless series of images.

In presenting her video sculptures, Kubota created a different

iteration for each exhibition, changing their forms in relation
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to the space, updating the video media and equipment, and at
times replacing the video content. In the case of Duchamp's
Grave, the number of monitors was changed to match the
location of the exhibit, and the presence/absence and position
of the wall text—one of the key features of Kubota's video
sculptures—also varied on each occasion. Furthermore,
Kubota’s works have changed with the evolution of
equipment and in correspondence to the times. For example,
the mirrors, which were initially only laid out on the floor,
were added to the ceiling since the work’s exhibit in 1984,
with over-projection using a projector also being incorporated
at this time. For the 2021 exhibition, the first comprehensive
exhibition to be held since Kubota’s death, different exhibition
methods were selected for each venue that it traveled to
based on research of past exhibitions in consultation with the
Shigeko Kubota Video Art Foundation, which continues to
preserve Kubota’s work and spirit. This process was a useful
approach to addressing the various challenges concerning the
presentation and preservation of media art. This paper reports

on the results and process of that survey.



Design for Neurodiversity and Inclusion at “How I feel is not your problem, period.”

Kasumi YAMAKI

In correspondence to the exhibition, “How I feel is not your
problem, period.” held from July to November 2023, two
booklets were made available on the museum’s website as a
prior source of information for those who are unfamiliar with
exhibitions and museums, those at unease with not knowing
what to expect, and those with atypical sensory processing.
This approach was informed by the “social narrative,” a
method of support for people on the autism spectrum who
have difficulties with social communication.

The exhibition had encouraged viewers to reflect on the
theme of “empathy” in light of their own experiences and
with reference to the works in front of them. The viewing
experience itself is an exercise in negative capability, asking
people to confront questions that do not have immediate
answers. While continuing to think about unanswerable
questions may be intellectually interesting, it can also be
a strain on the brain and the mind. Therefore, the aim was
to reduce other burdens as much as possible when viewers
engaged with individual works. This is different from

presenting an “easy-to-understand” explanation of (answer

to) the work. To be specific, measures were taken such
as notifying the length of the video works to those who
were anxious about being unable to allocate their energy
without knowing how much time is needed for viewing,
and distributing ear plugs to those who felt uncomfortable
being exposed to multiple sounds. We hope such would help
increase emotional security and safety for many people,
including those who with neurodevelopmental disorders,
and those whose atypical sensory processing have caused
difficulties and complexities in their lives.

The message of this exhibition is that “there is not necessarily
a need to empathize (it’s okay not to empathize).” For the
neuro-normal majority in Japan that tends to make an effort
to empathize with others and be attentive to social cues, the
message serves to inform that it is okay to value one’s own
feelings. At the same time, it is also intended to be a message
of inclusion for neurodivergent people who are marginalized
in social communication due to their lack of empathy for

others.
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