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Abstracts

Summary of the history and studies on Takamasa Yosizaka and the Japan Pavilion for Venice Biennale

Yoshitaro INAMI

The Japan Pavilion for Venice Biennale, completed in 1956,
is the only overseas building designed by architect Takamasa
Yosizaka and is one of his masterpieces. The Japan Pavilion
was strongly promoted by the Japanese Government and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai (now
The Japan Foundation) and the Japan Artists' Federation, as a
cultural policy necessity “for the introduction of Japanese art
and for the acquisition of international status”. However, it is
not widely known that the construction of the Japan Pavilion

was not possible without a donation from businessman

Shojiro Ishibashi, as raising funds was an obstacle to the
project. It is also unclear why the then fledgling architect
Takamasa Yosizaka was selected as the architect. This essay
will rearrange the history of the construction of the building
based on the documents and examine the background and
circumstances that led to the selection of Yosizaka as the

architect.

Memorandum on holding “Special exhibit: Mark Manders, Storage and Display’ during the COVID-19

pandemic

Yoshimi CHINZEI

In this writing, I discuss the special exhibition of the MOT
Collection “Special exhibit: Mark Manders, Storage and
Display” held from July 17 to October 17, 2021.

Employing a diverse group of works including furniture,
objects, texts, poems, and publications, Mark Manders (1968-)
has endlessly developed a project he calls “Self-Portrait as
a Building.” The works are distinguished by how they are
deliberately given an appearance obscuring their time, place,
and sometimes their period of production. Manders is widely
known for imparting to viewers an uncanny physical sensation
of frozen time through his combinations and layouts of the
works. Configured by the artist himself, the exhibition “The
Absence of Mark Manders” (March 20-June 22, 2020) held at
this museum in 2020 fully conveyed those attributes. Its run,
however, was unavoidably cut short due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

In the wake of the shortened exhibition, a restart was made,
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and the exhibition “Storage and Display” was planned
and held in haste, moreover under deteriorating transport
conditions. Amid the COVID-19 outbreak, which had
been declared a pandemic in March 2020, art exhibitions
throughout the world were also being canceled, postponed, or
held for shortened periods. Numerous art museum personnel
have recorded and shared their struggles and concerns in
dealing with the epidemic. This writing, undertaken in that
connection, records and reports the circumstances and details
of our actions in holding this exhibition under different
conditions from usual. Furthermore, although the exhibition
featured nearly the same works previously exhibited, they
were reconfigured under the artist’s direction to express an
entirely different concept. I therefore review the configuration
employed and shed light on the world that Manders evoked
in his combination and layout of the works, and consider the

meaning and nature of the exhibition.



MOT Satellite 2020 High Five — Our Envisioned Voices — Museums, Community and Care

Uta NAKANO

“MOT Satellite” is a series of five exhibitions launched
in 2017 as a regional collaboration project. Its aims are to
impart new energy to its region through the dissemination and
promotion of contemporary art, enhance familiarity with the
museum among people, including those in the neighborhood,
and to become a museum open to its community.

The 5th MOT Satellite 2020 High Five - Our Envisioned
Voices likened our daily encounters with people, things,
and occurrences and our sharing of our “envisioned voices”
to a high five. Listening well to the “envisioned voices” of
others is the first step in making this happen. The artists,
attuning themselves to “our envisioned voices” in the district
surrounding the museum, created artworks that induced
viewers to listen well to others’ “envisioned voices” different
from our own.

Wataridori Keikaku, the name of project in which painters
Tomoko Aso and Akiko Takeuchi traveled around the
Fukagawa area, which includes Kiyosumi-shirakawa, and
captured the scenes and experiences that struck them along the
way, in paintings, ceramics, karuta (Japanese playing cards),
and various other artworks. Takuya Takahashi + Shinya
Matsuyama, taking human relationships with rivers and
people’s personal stories/narratives as subject matter, sought
to evoke visitors’ memories and feelings by means of an

installation in which visuals, sounds, and water commingled

in response to people’s movements. Displayed in two public
spaces in the museum, the works brought the museum’s
surrounding neighborhoods to mind, artificially, inside the
museum. Visitors gave an ear to their own and others’ “voices,”
and a place of encounters with new sensations and perceptions
was created.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the basic conditions of the
exhibition were unable to be decided, so a plan was assembled
from 8 elements: (1) Researching the Fukagawa area, (2)
Transitions in the museum’s relationship with the region, (3)
From Kiyosumi-shirakawa to Fukagawa, (4) How to define
exhibition curation suited to a regional collaboration project
amid a coronavirus pandemic, (5) The curator’s stance, (6)
Reinterpreting high five and “our envisioning voices,” (7)
Giving thought to public spaces, and (8) Giving continuance
to perceptions—the “voices” of visitors.

Hereafter, as a potential “region” for collaboration, the
museum may look at its home district, the great variety of
museum visitors including online spaces, which also includes
many local residents, and the music hall and theater facilities
operated by the Foundation. Believing, furthermore, that our
stance as a museum is desired with regard to each “region,”
community we will propose “care”—Ilistening to the other’s

“envisioned voice”—as one facet of this.
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