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Abstracts

Some Thoughts on Olafur Eliasson’s Sometimes the river is the bridge

Ai KUSUMOTO

Olafur Eliasson (b. 1967, Copenhagen) has been creating
works that question our senses and perceptions by
reconstructing various elements such as light, color, water
and ice since the early 1990s. This essay aims to examine
Eliasson's expression by focusing on his new work, Sometimes
the river is the bridge, which was shown in his 2020 solo
exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo. The
work is a site-specific installation in which a device filled
with water is placed in the center of a 12-meter-diameter

space and illuminated by multiple spotlights to project wave

images onto a large conical shaped screen. Some elements
and concepts recognized in this work are central not only to
this work but also to many of Eliasson's other works, and
represent important points for considering that expression.
This article makes a comparison of this most recent work
and Eliasson’s other works, and considers these elements and

concepts, in order to ascertain the current position of his art.

“Tactile Learning Tools” as a Universal Design Approachs

Akane TORII

Since its inauguration, the Museum of Contemporary Art
Tokyo (MOT) has implemented varied educational programs
for a wide range of visitors. Now, as of its 2019 grand
reopening, the Museum is injecting a new level of energy
into universal design. In this paper, I describe the purpose
and outline of “Tactile Learning Tools” for oil paintings and
prints, which we have developed since 2019 as support tools
for art appreciation.

In 2015, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government formulated
the “Tokyo Vision for Arts and Culture” as a guideline for
promoting arts and culture, looking ahead to the Tokyo
2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. As one of its cultural
strategies, the new vision establishes a direction for “building
a social foundation enabling everyone to enjoy art and
culture.”

As a metropolitan cultural facility, MOT has responded by

taking initiatives with a focus on coordinating its education
program with universal design approaches. The educational
programs at the MOT include Museum School (art
appreciation program for groups) and gallery talks, which
are open to broad range of audience from children to seniors,
and people with visual or hearing impairments. The MOT
Collection is largely composed of two-dimensional artworks,
with oil paintings accounting for 20% of the total and prints
for 40%, and in order to protect the works of art, visitors
art not allowed to touch them. We have therefore created
tactile learning tools with the aim of opening the world of oil
paintings and prints to all people, regardless of whether or not
they have disabilities. Our focus is not on “removing barriers
to people with disabilities,” but rather on “providing tools that
are accessible to everyone and have no restrictions on their

”

use.
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In the Echo of the Voices That Have Been Unheard

Multi-perspectivity in Amsterdam’s Museums

Kasumi YAMAKI

What must museums do to decolonize themselves? In recent
years, museums throughout the world have debated and acted
on this issue, broadly speaking, from three perspectives. One
is the repatriation of cultural property held by museums in
former colonial powers that was obtained from colonized
lands by looting and robbery. Another is taking corrective
action to address the imbalance of employment for BIPOC
and the museum collection biased toward white male artists,
issues brought widely to attention by the upsurge of Black
Lives Matter movement in 2020. Third is changing the
narrative. This means reframing history written from the
colonizer’s perspective, as well as eliminating systematic
discriminatory biases and negative stereotypes imposed on
enslaved or colonized peoples, through museum learning.

The Netherlands is a nation that accumulated vast wealth
through the slave trade and exploitation of slave labor in its
colonies. Yet its national history focused on the 17th century
Golden Age and Dutch colonial empire, and on Dutch
suffering under occupation by Nazi Germany during World
War Two after the empire’s decline. The Dutch national

history largely ignores the peoples who suffered under its

174

colonial rule. Since the 150th anniversary of the abolition of
slavery in 2013, effort has been made in the Netherlands, in
both public and private sectors, to foster awareness that the
nation was founded on the sacrifices of the enslaved and that
numerous of its citizens are descendants of exploited peoples.
In this paper, I discuss attempts being made by museums
in the Netherlands (primarily Amsterdam) to change the
narrative used when explaining their collections, in order
to represent the voices of enslaved and colonized peoples. I
additionally touch on coordinated efforts among museums,
examples being the publication Woorden Doen Ertoe (Words
Matter) which tackles sensitive language problems such as
artworks whose titles use racist terminology, and activities
like those of the museum collective “Musea Bekennen
Kleur” (Museums See Colour), formed in 2020. Museums
are not venues for displaying a neutral, objectively correct
story told from a single dominant voice. They are places for
encountering perspectives different from our own, so that we
might begin to hear voices we have ignored or overlooked

until now.
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