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The Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo is home to around 6,100 works of primarily
postwar art, and each MOT Collection exhibition presents a selection of these works,
from a different perspective.

The latest, “Past Light, Present Sight,” focuses on the themes of light and time, and
features a wealth of new acquisitions.

Whether it be light emitted many thousands of years ago by distant stars, sunlight
that shifts amid the sands of time, the ethereal glow of moonlight, the glare of electric
lamps illuminating their surroundings, or the evanescent flickering of fireflies, light in
its myriad permutations features heavily in our day-to-day lives. Seeing, viewing,
observing these diverse manifestations of light can also conjure up moments from the
past, or scenes from a particular time, and one could say that the “now” we are living is
shaped by the layering and linking of time, passed down along with light. Through
works by artists including KOSEMURA Mami, TSUCHIYA Kimio, KUMAGAI
Arisa, and TOYA Shigeo, “Past Light, Present Sight” turns its attention to the past
inherent in the present, and contemplates the stratified nature of time.

In closing, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all of these who have

honored us with their unstinting cooperation in realizing this exhibition.
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