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Foreword

This year marks 30 years of the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo. The museum’s initial
displays from the permanent collection, taken from a total of around 3500 items including
works originally from the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, aimed primarily to present
currents of contemporary art accessibly and from an international perspective, through
carefully-curated selections of representative works with a particular focus on post-war
Japanese avant-garde art.

Subsequent ongoing acquisitions then brought new, additional viewpoints, these currents
branching off in various directions, and undergoing change. Since 2005, under the MOT
Collection banner, permanent collection shows have taken a multifaceted approach to
presenting the museum’s holdings, perhaps by focusing on an individual artist, or by comparing
works in different media and from different eras, but with a single overarching theme.

To mark this milestone 30th anniversary, the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
presents “Nine Profiles: 1935—2025,” a survey of 90 years of art exhibited over nine rooms,
cach dedicated to a different ten-year period. Despite covering so many decades—just as the
museum’s exhibitions did when it first opened—each room succeeds in revisiting the collection
from multiple different perspectives. 1935 was chosen as the starting point due to the
acquisition over time of a considerable number of works from the prewar and wartime periods,
allowing links with postwar art to be identified; while the explicit naming of the year 2025 as
the end point indicates that this is a view of the collection as it is right here, right now.

The Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo collection currently stands at around 6,000
items, and is also far more diverse than it was 30 years ago. Constantly being updated, it will
duly pass to the next generation incomplete, but various profiles emerge depending on where
we focus, and how those features are presented. We hope “Nine Profiles: 1935 —2025” will
encourage visitors to take a fresh look at the art of our era, and ponder how the past has brought

us to WhCl’C ‘We are now.
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1935-1944
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a. TWFNF-FKEF—U, A/ 3—2 a.  Arnaldlo POMODORO, ONO Yoko d. EEEY d.  MIYAJIMA Tatsuo
b, EAIY b.  SUZUKI Akio e. SHREM TADA Minami
o R JEE A CEHER) 1957 c. TESHIGAHARA Sofu, Wooden Beast, 1957

Arat (—RIUFIEA A S) Deposited (Collection of Sogetsu Foundation)
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FURTHRBUCSE A
A7 B (pp. 5, 10) MOT Collection
KHA T (pp. 6, 11) 30th Anniversary Exhibit

Nine Profiles 193552025
Tuesday, 29 April - Monday, 21 July, 2025/
Saturday, 2 August — Monday, 24 November

SAVE5E (pp. 7, 13)
RIS (pp.8,12)

IR X
BFSEA(p.9) Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Collection Gallery

Organized by Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Museum

iR of Contemporary Art Tokyo operated by Tokyo
NATIFX TV YEAY Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture
FHAY
SRR CUNEE)

Texts by
Mt - FEAT TAMURA Mariko (pp. 5, 10)
HOHRBUCIEA B ©2025 MIZUTA Yuko (pp. 6, 11)

CHINZEI Yoshimi (pp. 7, 13)
FUJII Aki (pp. 8, 12)
OKAMURA Keiko (p. 9)

Translated by
Pamela Miki Associates

Designed by
MIKI Shun-ichi (Bunkyo-zuan-shitsu)

© Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo 2025



