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MOT Annual is a group exhibition featuring young Japanese artists that invites inquiry and discussion by focusing on
a particular aspect of contemporary art. The 16th MOT Annual will look at the workings of invisible powers in nature
and society that affect people and things, through four artists and an artist duo who attempt to reconstruct the
mechanisms behind such powers.

Invisible powers, such as the forces of gravity and magnetism and the behavior of organisms, are at work around us
producing a complex world. The views, emotions, and fixed concepts we each possess can perhaps also be called
an invisible power that influences society significantly. We are normally not aware of these forces at work behind our
social systems and the mechanisms of nature and machines.

This exhibition ponders the invisible powers around us and the mechanisms that move and change things, along
with artists who attempt to reconstruct those mechanisms, alone or in a collaboration.

Their work often recalls a laboratory or the microcosmic world of a miniature garden. Some reconstruct physical
phenomena using everyday objects or create products using bio-based materials. Others organize a virtual voting
and money-game, endeavor to set new family rules, or create a narrative to evoke imperceptible sounds. We feel as
if watching things move autonomously in a system disconnected from reality. That experience, however, awakens
us to the fundamental "assumptions” we take for granted in our lives and lets us glimpse a world set in motion by
complexly coinciding elements.

Each artist' s unique practice, rooted in close observation of everyday phenomena, has

the power to recall forgotten sensibilities and help us see our familiar surroundings with

new eyes.
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Junya Kataoka + Rie watake formed an art duo in 2013 during their residence in Paris.

With the use of everyday items, the work evolves through simple technique. The duo
investigates seemingly familiar objects and tangible phenomena, separating us from their
original functions in order to make abstract each of their meanings, characteristics, and

mechanisms.

Yoko Shimizu creates artworks using the mechanisms of nature, life, and the universe,
visualizing the beauty of the micro phenomena of microorganisms, cells, DNA, and organic

compounds, and the macro phenomena of plants, nature, and the entire Earth.

Goh Uozumi is an artist working in the art and technology field. He has exhibited works that
examine automation trends in civilization, such as distributed autonomous systems,

programmable money, machine learning, mass surveillance, and creative coding.

Yuta Nakajima attempts to reconstruct and rewrite our “taken-for-granted assumptions”
through workshops and playful activities, which concern issues such as household rules,

public conventions, and social divisions, exploring the familiar themes of rules and taboos.

Gaetan Kubo studies invisible relationships occurring in paranormal phenomena, scientifically
imperceptible phenomena, psychoanalysis and social sciences through his kinetic devices

and video works, recreating the moment when unconscious desires and anxieties erupt.
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