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I's an old gun. Wait.
No, it's not a gun.

The Propeller Group & Superflex
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As institutions mutually dedicated to pursuing and promoting art that is relevant to
contemporary society, the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo and KADIST have been
developing curatorial collaborations since 2015 . We co-organized the exhibition Almost
nothing, yet not nothing at Tokyo University of the Arts as part of MOT Satellite 2017, followed
by Hikaru Fujii's solo exhibition Les nucléaires et les choses at KADIST, Paris, in 2019.

The group exhibition Things Entangling continues this collaboration. It features twelve
artists and groups active in several countries and regions whose works are based on a wide
range of research. These artists explore things from specific moments and places not only
as material objects but also as mediators of meaning, ideology, and memory. By articulating
reflections and imaginations through various artistic languages, they also explore the forces
propelling these flows and transformations and trace the trajectories of subsequent changes
and movements. Their practices traverse multiple perspectives and moments in order to
pursue new imaginings or critique contemporary society, posing crucial questions regarding
how to envision our world and its future.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to the artists, the collectors, and all others
who provided invaluable advice and support in the realization of this exhibition.

Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
KADIST
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Between environmental crisis, contamination by human-made catastrophe, migration issues,
and the new epidemic situation, we are facing unprecedented challenges that impact the
survival of all living things. The vulnerability of this globalized society, with its profound
social divisions and systematic prejudice, is revealing the urgent need for change in our
current socioeconomic systems. How can artistic practice respond to this demand and help
us imagine other modes of living? The question has gained more significance over the course
of this curatorial collaboration since it started with a reflection on post-3.11 Japan, aiming to
raise issues that are equally pertinent to other societies today.

During our process of dialogue and research, we were inspired by artists’ practices that
attempt to delineate the histories, discourses, and beliefs embedded in specific things in order
to critique and unravel the apparatuses of societies and cultures. What things tell, or can tell, is
connected to what humans see in things and what they desire, which is inevitably influenced
by power dynamics among humans, or between humans and other entities.

While being aware of the dominant influence humanity exerts on other beings, the artists
shed light on how human behavior is engraved on things by capturing multiple temporalities,
narratives, and modes of resilience against various forces. Such attempts by artists offer us
new perspectives to consider how we understand the present, in which multiple realities
and histories reverberate and collide, and how we are related to, and able to affect, the
abovementioned crises.

In a world where political, economic, environmental, and social factors are inseparable on
a global scale, how we can live with care for self and others—those who are more vulnerable,
other species, future generations? This exhibition does not claim to offer specific answers, but
the works certainly reassure us by revealing complex entanglements across time and space—
the key to recovering a sense of responsibility and awareness of the mutual dependence of the

living and the nonliving.

Kyongfa Che, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo and Elodie Royer, KADIST
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Excavation being carried out in Doyasaku site, Futaba town, before the construction of an interim storage facility for radiation-contaminated soil and waste.

Dwelling sites from the eighth century were marked with white lines.
Photograph by Kyongfa Che, April 25,2019
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Drawing Deviations from Entanglements

In this curatorial collaboration, we aimed to address the sociopolitical context where our exhibition would
be situated: Tokyo in the year 2020, with the Olympics approaching. Rather than framing the show around a
single concept or theme, it was gradually put together through a process of reflection and discussion on how
artistic works that speculate in response to a specific social or political context could respond to our context
and resonate within it.

The collaboration with Elodie Royer, which originally began in fall 2015 after receiving a proposal from
KADIST, became a longer process than anticipated. During this period, we co-curated two small exhibitions
in Tokyo and Paris, and were also both temporarily on leave from work due to giving birth almost at the
same time.! Except for a few days of meetings in Paris and Tokyo, our communication depended entirely
on email and other online devices to share the realities seen from each place—which was mostly awful and
sometimes hopeful—besides various other things. In retrospect, I believe that the parallax and empathy in
how we looked at things laid the groundwork for the curatorial framework.

Another catalyst for this collaboration was the rejection of an exhibition proposal that I had conceived
with Hikaru Fujii for a competition in which I participated. The exhibition proposed a platform beyond
Fukushima for reflecting on the rupture the nuclear disaster created in historical continuity, and belief in
the idea of economic development tied to twentieth-century capitalism and the national interest. This was to
be actualized through shedding light on a collection of objects rescued from the Futaba Town Museum of
History and Folklore, the sole museum of the town of Futaba, Japan, the entirety of which was designated a
difficult-to-return zone after the 2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident. The collection has
yet to return to date.

Elodie took interest in this project, and her involvement added new dimensions and points of
connection to the activities and networks Fujii has developed. All this gradually led to his solo exhibition
Les nucléaires et les choses (Nuclear and Objects) at KADIST, Paris, in spring 2019, and the work presented in
this exhibition, The Anatomy Classroom (2020). In the process, we visited Futaba together and witnessed the
disaster’s destruction, which persists while changing shape, generating the absence of what was once there,
what could be there, and what could be the future. This experience provided another foundation for the
collaboration, and led to one of the focuses of the exhibition: on objects as agents by and through which to
examine aspects of contemporary society.

We ultimately selected works that shed light from various angles on things connected to specific times
and places—visible and invisible, living and nonliving—and examine the human behavior inscribed therein
by tracing the movements and transitions of memory and meaning they mediate, looking into the distant
past or distant future, or envisioning a realm where a new subjectivity is generated. Drawing lines deviating
from existing discourses and ideological frameworks, the artists” practices constitute a creative resistance and
critical response to social systems and dominant hegemonies that produce exclusive, insular subjectivity in
their self-perpetuation. We also tried to present a breadth of critical imaginations, forms of collaboration, and
aesthetic languages. This essay attempts to shed light on aspects of each of these works, tracing a few of their
many interconnected trajectories.

The piles of wooden boxes containing mosaics and two video works that make up Tom Nicholson's
Comparative Monument (Shellal) (2014-2017) connect Palestine and Australia, past and present, by unpacking
the worldviews and historical contexts of two mosaics in the Australian War Memorial in Canberra: the
Shellal Mosaic, brought back from Gaza by soldiers during World War I, and a dome mosaic celebrating

the souls of those who gave their lives for the nation. By depicting the symbolic repatriation of the Shellal
Mosaic to Gaza as a possible future, Nicholson reflects on what historical and political recognition would
make such a possible future reality, and shows that one of these is the sumud (“steadfastness” in Arabic) of
which Palestinian activist Nuri el-Okbi speaks in the video, as well as the dignified spirit of hope el-Okbi
finds in the rising sun.?

El-Okbi’s will and hope are mirrored in mixrice's Plants That Evolve (in some way or other) (2013 ). Here
we see the vivacious resistance of elderly women to the destruction of nature and community that comes
along with development pushed by the capitalist illusion of a more prosperous tomorrow, and the vitality of
plants that never cease to grow, even in the face of daunting conditions. The video work depicts a landscape
of a ruthless society swallowed up by capitalist values that can only look to the present and the immediate
future and forgets the stories that have been told; yet it also shows the persistent potential for new stories to
emerge from this.

Considering plants in terms of sustenance, Jumana Manna's Cache (Insurance Policy) (2018-2019) is an
installation consisting of ceramic sculptures reminiscent of old storage—shelves and metal gratings (in other

exhibitions, shelf structures and walls). The work is based on research into kbabyas, interior storage facilities
common in Levantine households, and the impact of agricultural modernization on livelihoods and the
natural environment in the region in the present day. The sculptures, which appear to be disused remains,
indicate the condition in which storage and circulation of sustenance has been removed from human hands
and entrusted to global corporations. People have become part of, or consumers of, enormous production
systems, warning of diminished ability to live sustainably.

Asako Iwama, who also has professional experience as a chef and explores the sociopolitical dimensions
of making and eating food, and Yukihisa Isobe, who has been engaging in research and advocating
sustainable land use, have both pursued their respective interests in natural resources and energy cycles. In
her new work Pinocchio (2020 ), Iwama investigates the extraction of pine resin in different regions and eras,
tracing archives, the physical evidence left on pine trees, or systems of material circulation and purification in
an attempt to trace human behavior toward nature as a resource. Through the practice of ecological planning,
which advocates development that minimizes human impact on the natural environment as well as damage
from natural disasters, Isobe has catalogued and mapped the characteristics of land in multiple layers based
on geodetic information. He has also created numerous abstract works that capture a more subjective view
of the natural elements of a place. The exhibition includes several works that show the breadth of expression
made possible by Isobe’s multidimensional visions of nature.

Liu Chuang’s Bitcoin Mining and Field Recordings of Ethnic Minorities (2018) is inspired by the fact that
a new monetary system is now being created in hydroelectric power plants occupying a land of ethnic
minorities. That which is incorporated within the networked system of currency, information, knowledge,
and centralized authority, and the various things that deviate from that system, collide and resonate through
sound. The video depicts, in rapid succession, various forms of violence that go along with the sounds of
our time: music utilized for assimilating ethnic minorities and for communicating with the ultimate other
(aliens), a bell that caused economic inflation, and an atomic bomb explosion that shook the world. The
narration in the language of an ethnic minority reminds us that there are things that have not yet been
encompassed by such forces.

The practice of recovering and retaining subjectivities, narratives, histories, and memories that are not
absorbed by dominant value systems and discourses can be seen in the work of Dale Harding and Kapwani
Kiwanga. Harding's stencils for Know them in correct judgement - Gami (2020 ) attempt to be with the memory
of women's experiences as leaders in their communities, providers of healing and sustenance, and educators
of young people. The work was originally planned to be made directly on the walls of the exhibition’s
gallery, but due to COVID-19, Harding had to cancel his trip to Japan and change plans. Instead he made
it an opportunity to collaborate with his cousin Hayley Matthew, using a fighting stick and a woomera
(spear thrower) used by women to mediate community conflicts. In the process of creating the composition,
Harding shared his stenciling technique with Matthew, and they engaged in a dialogue on how to share the
memory of their grandmother, live with that memory, and pass it on to the next generation, and how and
through what choices they could keep their community. In the display, Harding contrasts their practice of
history, which is shared through dialogue and experience, by placing the woomera and the book The Oral
History of Mr. Tim Kemp in a glass case. This also represents Harding's cautious negotiation with the modes of
representation and hegemony that shape dominant forms of history in Western discourse.

Meanwhile, Kapwani Kiwanga's Rumors That Maji Was a Lie... (2014), which explores histories and beliefs
yet to be made visible, explores the horizon that connects political struggle and the sorcerous power—a force
that cannot be proven scientifically—of Kinjikitile Ngwale, who led the Maji Maji War, a rebellion against
German colonial rule in today's Tanzania. In the installation, various objects that Kiwanga obtained or the
representation of what she encountered during her research are placed on vertical axes on shelves that reach
to the ceiling. On the wall, silent footage shows a pair of hands manipulating amulets, now in museum
collections, which people wore during the rebellion, and another pair of hands handling voids, or objects
that cannot be seen. With its composition of what can be seen and heard, or is invisible and silent, the work
approaches people’s memories and experiences that can only be called absent by rational, secularist accounts
of history.

As an absence that continues to operate, evoking through action what is not there, Alexandra Pirici’s
Parthenon Marbles (2017 ) exposes the violence inherent in the notion of universal culture. From the claims
of both Britain and Greece, which insist respectively on the possession and the repatriation of the famous
sculptures taken from the Parthenon and held as one of the highlights of the British Museum, the work
reveals the close relationship between hegemony, which controls the creation of cultural values, and the
financial system, which derives economic value from objects. The sculptures evoked from the continuity of
the sole performer’s action become a moving body that deviates from the yet-unchanging power structures
and imagines a different system of circulation.3

In The Collection of Jane Ryan & William Saunders (2014-2019 ), one of Pio Abad's works exhibited, the
actors who enact a new kind of circulation and repatriation are the viewers, and the objects with which they
do so are postcards printed with images of Old Master paintings and articles exposing the massive injustices
of former Filipino dictator Fernando Marcos and his wife, Imelda. These particular Old Master works are
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embedded in a vast network of illicit wealth circulation and accumulation, and Abad questions the meaning
of the act of taking, generated in the intersection between the political and historical context made explicit
by the postcards and the audience’s active choice to be part of the work.

FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE-CU CHI-DAY (2010), a video collaboration between The Propeller Group &
Superflex, is a somewhat scathing yet humorous critique of the values fabricated, extant since the earliest
colonical trade between East and West, by the mutual dependence between the desire for the other (otherness)
and the response it elicits. The video depicts an incongruous conversation unfolding between the artist and
a FedEx agent over a wooden gun replica, part of a work collected in the museum the Netherlands, seized
as a dangerous item. Instead of convincing the agent to release the item, the artist’s explanation ends up
triggering the agent's doubts on the artist’s idea of history and cultural value, leaving both disillusioned.

This exhibition was scheduled to open on March 14,2020, and installation began at the end of February,
just as the threat of the virus was starting to be felt in Japan. Due to lockdowns already in place in other
countries and the closure of national borders, almost all travel to Japan for the artists—and co-curator
Elodie—had to be canceled. Amid the uncertainty and confusion, in a state of not being able to foresee
circumstances even a week into the future, installation began over online video conversations and multiple
time differences. Communication that would not even require words if we were in the same space had to be
verbalized, requiring a great deal of time and energy. The result would not have been possible without trust
and patience, or without the support of installers and art handlers amid the massive uncertainty and risk.

The exhibition opened on June 9, 2020, in a very different present than the future that had been
envisioned at the time it was first conceived. The world is connected by an invisible virus and a massive crisis
of public health, which is normalizing the state of exception. This is narrowing the realm of our imagination,
forcing us to abandon our right to disobedience, further deepening ideological fundamentalism, and laying
bare the limits of our care for others.

We are questioning and being questioned regarding how to live in this state—both by the past that has
shaped the present, and the future that we are shaping. Caught up as we are in our own inner limitations and
the boundaries of all kinds imposed on us from the outside, the artists featured in Things Entangling remind
us of the very real possibility of drawing lines of deviation into a realm that is yet invisible, which will enable
our living within the rich entanglements of the world.

Kyongfa Che

Translated from Japanese by Meri Joyce

See p. 95 for details on the curatorial collaboration between the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo and KADIST.

2 Sumud refers to the refusal of the Israeli military occupation of Palestine, the will to remain there, and all political practices by
Palestinians enacted to escape and destabilize

3 Due to COVID-19, the plan for the work was changed in order to avoid contact among performers. The number of performers
was reduced to one, and the rehearsal with Alexandra Pirici was carried out online.
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Born in 1973 in Melbourne. Lives and works in Melbourne.

Tom Nicholson has produced drawings, installations, videos, actions,
and texts that engage with aspects of Australian colonial history and
realities, as well as the history of art itself. Through in-depth archival
research, collaborative object making, and dialogue, he draws connections
between different moments, places, and subjects to uncover layers of history
or to propose alternative historical trajectories. The open, speculative
narratives critique borders and other exclusive forces that the nation-state
system continues to produce and exercise.

Nicholson's Comparative Monument (Shellal) (2014-2017) imagines a
repatriation of the Shellal Mosaic, a foundational object in the Australian
War Memorial in Canberra, to its original site near Gaza. This Byzantine
floor mosaic from a sixth-century church was found by accident on a
hilltop at Shellal in Palestine by Australian soldiers who were fighting
against the Ottoman Empire in support of British forces during World
War I. Though notionally Christian, the mosaic manifests different pre-
Christian worldviews, with a rich iconography of animals and vegetation.
The Australian soldiers removed, broke apart, and packed the mosaic into
wooden boxes and sent it to their home country, where it was embedded
in the vertical wall of the Hall of Valour in the Australian War Memorial in
1941. It remains there to this day.

In the work, Nicholson draws the Shellal Mosaic into relation with
another artwork in the Australian War Memorial—one that manifests a
vastly different worldview. The golden dome mosaic in the Hall of Memory
was made by the Australian artist Napier Waller during the 19405 and
19505, and its symbolism represents a monotheistic world and celebrates
the spirits of those who died for the Australian nation. Nicholson’s work
imagines a repatriation of the Shellal Mosaic to its original location, a site
whose ownership is still subject to conflict, by creating the mosaic anew,
tile for tile, using tiles of the Waller dome mosaic. Comparative Monument
(Shellal) encompasses two video works and fifteen fragments of mosaic
that the artist produced with mosaicists at the Mosaic Centre, Jericho,
Palestine. The mosaic pieces are in wooden boxes, presented as if in transit
to elsewhere. They simultaneously embody the Shellal Mosaic's past and
possible future, and invite viewers to reflect not only on the problem of
dominance and dislocation, but also on new values and a political awareness
that would enable repatriation. [KC]
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Footage from an interview with the Bedouin Palestinian activist Nuri el-Okbi
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All video stills from Comparative Monument (Shellal)
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A fragment of the Shellal Mosaic in situ before its removal, photograph taken by
Captain Arthur Rhodes in 1917 and held in the Palestine Exploration Fund (PEF),
London
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Two drawings of the Shellal Mosaic created in situ before the mosaic was cut into
sections for transport to Australia
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A detail of Napier Waller's mosaic dome at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra
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A cropped fragment of the Shellal Mosaic in situ, before being crated for its transport
to Australia, archival photograph held in the collection of the Australian War Memorial,
Canberra
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A 1917 watercolor of the Shellal Mosaic from the sketchbook of Sapper Francis
McFarlane, held in the collection of the Australian War Memorial
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Footage from the Palestine Front, 1917, held in the Imperial War Museum, London
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The Shellal Mosaic cut into sections and crated for its transport to Australia,

archival photograph held in the collection of the Australian War Memorial

Tom Nicholson
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Excerpt from the video script of Comparative Monument (Shellal)
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This work is for the repatriation of a mosaic,
the Shellal Mosaic.

In 1917, Australian soldiers in Palestine

capture an Ottoman hill-top position near Gaza.

Two Ottoman trenches abandoned on that hill-top

expose fragments of a mosaic,

a mosaic that Australian soldiers slowly uncover.

It is the pavement of an early Christian church,

one of the Levant’s most remarkable mosaics.

The Shellal Mosaic is removed from that hill-top near Gaza,

and shipped to Australia,

where it is built into the newly created Australian War Memorial,
on another hill-top,

overlooking the nation’s capital.

I begin here,

on top of a hill,

underground,

beneath the Hall of Memory.

I find this mosaic,

a sixth-century mosaic, the pavement of a church,
the Shellal Mosaic.

It is a vast surface,

thousands of tesserae,

here in the Australian War Memorial,
overlooking Canberra.
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I stand before this mosaic.

And I remember the sketchbook of a young soldier,
an amateur artist,

Sapper McFarlane,

who spends weeks drawing on top of that hill at Shellal.

Each page carefully records a different animal.
Warplanes fly and circle overhead.

The killing he has seen in Gaza, just two weeks earlier,
is vividly before him.

The third battle of Gaza is still to come.

Here, before the Shellal Mosaic,

I attend closely to each animal,

as McFarlane must have done.

It is like a bestiary,

a lexicon of animals,

symbols for values and virtues

that would govern our shared conduct.

My eyes fix themselves

upon those symbols of everlasting life,

that pair of peacocks,

marking the entrance to the sixth-century church.
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I stand before the Shellal Mosaic,

built into the Australian War Memorial,
here in the Hall of Valour,

never to be removed,

and another mosaic is overhead,

the artist Napier Waller’s vast dome mosaic,
created during the 1940s and 1950

for the Hall of Memory.

I picture its yellow celestial space,

its Art Deco bands and patterning,

the blazing form at its centre.

I figure these two mosaics:

the Shellal Mosaic, this pavement mosaic before me
locked into a vertical wall, in the Hall of Valour;
and the Waller dome mosaic,

in the Hall of Memory above.

I walk to the top of the hill,

here at Shellal,

within the JNF’s Eshkol Park,

as it is known to Israelis,

or Shallalah, as it is known to Bedouin Palestinians.
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This moment,

the discovery of the Shellal Mosaic,

on this hill-top here in 1917,

is the moment a future idea takes shape:
the very week of the inception of

an Australian War Memorial.

I stand at this hill-top, here at Shellal,
this hill-top just south of Gaza,

and at this place I try

to reconstitute the particles of an image.
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“at a place called Shellal*

I look out from the top of the hill.

On the horizon, at the very edge of what can be seen,

I find these two cities:

Bir Sab’a,

or Beersheba,

or Be’er sheva, as it becomes known in 1948,

the glassy sky-scrapers of the Israeli city just visible against the horizon’s sky;
and Gaza City,

the outline of a city that conjures images of its destruction.

This is only possible here,

right here,

on this hill-top,

where the Shellal Mosaic is removed in 1917,

the very end of Ottoman Palestine,

the moment it becomes British Mandatory Palestine.

This is only possible here,

at the very limits of our looking,

like two mirages,

that these two cities come into view together.

This mosaic is repatriated.

The Shellal Mosaic cannot be moved.
It is built into that wall of the Australian War Memorial.

Tom Nicholson
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So instead

thousands of glass tesserae are removed from the Hall of Memory,

from Napier Waller’s dome mosaic overhead.

These thousands of tesserae are reconfigured to create the Shellal Mosaic,
Exactly,

tile for tile,

but discoloured,

or coloured anew.

This new mosaic is installed on that hill-top at Shellal.
These thousands of tesserae from Waller’s dome Mosaic
become the Shellal Mosaic,

a vast picture to look at.

They also become a glass surface to stand upon,
a picture to look out from,

a viewing platform.

This mosaic’s re-formed bestiary,

its lexicon of animals anew,

figuring new values and virtues,

is a platform for this view.

It is for this view,

where Gaza City and Bir Saba are visible together,
in one field of vision,

at the limits of what we can find in our seeing,

or view at an edge before imagining begins.

This mosaic is a ground for this coming into view.

Pio Abad
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Born in 1983 in Manila. Lives and works in London.

Many of Pio Abad’s works, ranging from drawings to textiles,
installations, photography, and texts, are deeply informed by the modern
history of the Philippines, where the artist was born and raised. Often using
appropriation, reproduction, or repetition, the work critiques hegemonic
power that is connected with large-scale corruption, often with humor and
sarcasm. In doing so, the artist imagines possibilities of accountability and
offers solidarity with those who stand against injustice.

The two works presented in this exhibition bring together traumatic
legacies that continue to haunt the Philippines and Romania, questioning
the limits of justice and whether nations can ever fully resolve their painful
pasts. The Collection of Jane Ryan & William Saunders (2014-2019) consists
of ninety-eight postcard reproductions of Old Master paintings that were
once in the possession of the former dictator of the Philippines, Ferdinand
Marcos, and his wife, Imelda Marcos. They were part of their artwork
collection, whose scale has never yet been ascertained, later recovered by the
Presidential Commission on Good Government of the Philippines to be
sold through Christie’s in January 1991.

Article citations printed on the backs of the cards offer insight into the
scale of the regime’s corruption, implicating a vast network of players from
the worlds of art and politics. The title reflects the aliases that the Marcoses
used for the Swiss bank account that held their ill-gotten wealth. Members
of the public who visit the installation are invited to take the postcards
away with them. The act of taking here can indicate looting, recapture, or
restitution, or all three at the same time.

Splendour (2019) is a set of eight photographs Abad took in Palatul
Primaverii, the former residence (currently a museum) of Nicolae Ceaugescu,
who ruled the Socialist Republic of Romania for twenty-four years, and
the prison cell in Targovigte where the Ceaugescus were held after failing
to escape the capital during the Romanian Revolution in 1989. Five of the
eight were shown in this exhibition. The images convey the personal lives
of the dictators, from the opulent interiors of their extravagant home to the
thin lace curtain in the room where they spent their last day—the only hint
of domesticity in the space where they met their end. [KC/PA]
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Pio Abad

Curtains: “The End of History”
By Pio Abad

The Museum of Communism consists of a few rooms and a courtyard

in a former military barracks in Targoviste, a small, quiet city northwest

of Bucharest. Until relatively recently, TArgoviste was known mainly
for the fifteenth-century ruins of Vlad Tepes’s royal court, where his

infamous acts of impaling allegedly took place. On December 25,1989,

Targoviste served as the unintentional location for the end of history.
The exact moment of the fall of the Ceausescu dictatorship
was captured on a live television broadcast on the cold morning of
December 21, 1989.. Nicolae Ceausescu had ordered a mass rally to
assert his fading power amid rising incidents of insurrection in the
country. Hundreds of thousands of Romanian workers were bused
in to Bucharest’s Palace Square to wave red banners and cheer for
the dictator, under threat of losing their jobs. Two minutes into his
speech from the balcony of the Communist Party headquarters, the

crowd’s applause gave way to boos and insults, growing more and more

deafening before being joined by rapid gunfire. As Nicolae raised his

hand in a futile attempt to silence the crowd, the screen cut to red.
Moments later, Nicolae and his wife, Elena, would board an

overcrowded helicopter and head for the town of Snagov, where the

Ceausescus had a summer palace. En route, the pilot claimed they were

in danger of anti-aircraft fire and forced the helicopter to land on the

side of a nearby road, where a passing car was requisitioned at gunpoint

and rerouted to the nearest party headquarters in Targoviste, which
the Ceausescus believed to still be loyal to them. They were gravely
mistaken.
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Upon entering the Museum of Communism, a guide wordlessly
ushers me into a room flanked by two mannequins in full military
uniform, their army caps resting unnervingly on the shoulders of
their headless bodies. Inside are two metal beds pushed next to
each other, on each one a single thin pillow and a threadbare green
blanket. The guide tells me that Nicolae and Elena slept in these
beds, huddled together, cursing and weeping during their brief
incarceration. The only vestige of domesticity in the room is a set of
lace curtains, their intricate floral patterns offering a delicate contrast
to the cold austerity of their surroundings. On the first day of the
Ceaugescus’ arrest, a disoriented Nicolae allegedly mistook the shouts
outside the barracks as voices of support and flung the curtains open,
coming face to face with a crowd baying for his blood. The curtains
were never opened again. These lace patterns became the Ceausescus’
final view of a country that had finally found the courage to rise up
and reject them. After a quick trial in the adjacent room, Nicolae
and Elena were executed by firing squad on Christmas Day. In the
courtyard, white painted outlines delineate where their bound
bodies fell.

My fascination with the end of the Ceausescus is inextricable
from having grown up in Manila in the aftermath of the Marcos
regime. Living in this afterlife has haunted my work as an artist. I
have always been struck by the parallels between the two regimes.
Both came to power in 1965 and were exceptional in their lavish
pursuit of corruption with impunity. Elena Ceausescu’s delusional
excesses were familiar, if a bit modest compared to Imelda Marcos’s.
Walking through the chintzy interiors of the Palatul Primaverii, the
Ceausescus’ former palace in Bucharest, brought back childhood
memories of visiting the presidential palace in Manila after the
revolution, walking through endless rows of shoes and sitting on
abandoned gilt furniture covered in dust.

The twin collapses of the Marcos and Ceausescu dictatorships
in 1986 and 1989, respectively, were key moments of catharsis for
aworld on the brink of change. Following the fall of the Berlin
Wall a few weeks before, the execution of the Ceausescus was the
final harbinger of the disintegration of Communism. The era of the
strongmen had supposedly given way to the end of history and the
triumph of individual freedom.

While the end of the Ceausescu regime was swift and decisive,
as evidenced by the twin outlines of curled-up bodies in the museum
courtyard and the disappearance of their name in Romanian politics,
the epilogue of the Marcos dictatorship has been the exact opposite.
Instead of the ignominy of a firing squad, Imelda and Ferdinand
were granted a luxurious Hawaiian exile by their US handlers.
Viewed through the lens of current events—Imelda back in the
apex of Manila high society, her children installed in the Philippine
Senate and the corpse of Ferdinand interred in the Philippine
Heroes’ Cemetery—exile was nothing more than a comfortable
intermission in the Marcoses’ continuing pursuit of power.

I visited the Museum of Communism on November 9, 2016,
deeply troubled by the victory of the demagogue Rodrigo Duterte
in the Philippines that summer and what that might mean for
the Marcoses’ restoration. I went to Targoviste seeking solace in
an alternative history, one where people were granted a definitive
closure to a painful past. I wanted to find it in the curtains that failed
to shield Elena and Nicolae from the country they brutalized, in the
bed where they gave each other false comfort, in the courtyard where
they met their undignified deaths. However, events that unfolded
elsewhere that day made it clear that to seek solace in the past is an
impossible pursuit. The present has a habit of getting in the way.

That morning, Hillary Clinton, clad in a purple suit, her
composure regained from the unexpected events of the previous
day, appeared on television and conceded to president-elect Donald
Trump in front of a world that was once again on the brink of
unexpected change.

Even the end of history can be nothing more than an
intermission.
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Untitled (9 November 2016 ) from Splendour, lace curtains from Nicolae and Elena Ceausescu’s prison cell in Targoviste, 2019
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Splendour, interiors from Palatul Primaverii, Nicolae and Elena Ceausescu’s former palace, 2019
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Untitled (1986), photograph taken by the artist’s father in Malacafang Palace on February 25,1986

Pio Abad
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A protected tree going underwater—a tree for public service,
a site where living rocks used to be, Naeseongcheon area, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 2013

mixrice is an artist collective based in Seoul, originally established by four
artists in 2002, including Jieun Cho. It was run by Jieun Cho and Chulmo
Yang from 2006 to 2019, and since early 2020 by Jungwon Kim, Gyeol Ko,
and Jieun Cho.

mixrice's multidisciplinary practice spans from video, installation,
drawing, and photography to workshops, performances, and festivals.
Through various activities and artistic languages, they have been engaging
with migrants in Korea and elsewhere, exploring ways to articulate and
share migrants’ memories and the aspirations behind their border crossings.
Their practice unfolds their critique toward the idea of community and a
sense of belonging based on the nation-state, as well as society’s attitude
toward difference in Korea.

Since 2013, mixrice has also explored fauna and flora as yet other
subjects that migrate, or are forced to migrate, due to urban and energy
developments, and have developed projects in the Netherlands, Korea,
and the UK. Plants That Evolve (in some way or other) (2013 ) consists of a
two-channel video and fourteen photographs, produced based on various
researches and visits to sites. Ivy that covers an abandoned building, an old
tree that used to protect a now-dispersed village, now a “protected tree for
the public,” or grass growing from chinks in artificial grass patches—these
familiar, everyday views form narratives of plant displacement, mediated by
the artists’ imagination and actions.

mixrice denounces a society that erases stories that have been passed
on for generations and is dominated by the market principle of capitalism,
which commodifies the value of trees, once objects of worship. It also poses
questions regarding society’s systemic violence, which remains oblivious
to the lives of those regarded as subordinate, be they plants or people. In
doing so, the artists overlap the resilience of plants surviving in daunting
conditions with the elderly women who fight with their bare bodies against
environmentally destructive energy developments, shedding light on their
resilience and integrity. [KC]
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A site where a four-hundred-year-old Zelkova tree used to be,
Gangdong-ri, Pyeongeun-myeon, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 2013
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Video script of Plants That Evolve (in some way or another)

Familiar landscapes change,

and there is nothing new about this story

So many things have changed that we no longer know from where
the memory should start

Accompanying the feverish developments of “new cities” and
“new towns,” more and more trees are being planted in city centers
These trees are old, but are maintained and trimmed by people

You search for trees that keep stories

Protected trees that flourish as they wish in their original places
Trees that are moved to some place far away

Trees that are cut down

Places that no longer have trees...

One day, you hear that an apartment complex in Mok-dong

has many nettle trees, and visit there

The trees are planted within a neat section in front of the building
These trees were transported here from Jeju Island, by an airplane
You would wonder where the tree comes from or

where its original place used to be

An ecologist on Jeju Island sees the nettle trees in front of her house
being dug up and sold in vain

From Jeju Island, where the development boom arrived only recently,
rocks and nettle trees are transplanted to the mainland

When Koreans plant trees,

they imagine what the landscape will be like in ten years’ time
Apartment complexes, trying to represent a utopian place,
forecast the next ten years and represent in the present the future

You encounter some traces of a botanist

You find documents that describe one of the first Korean botanists
He wears a traditional horsehair cap and brimmed hat,

and carries a lunch box and a rifle

In 1917, plant collector Ernest Wilson researches Korean fir seeds,
and presents the results at the 1920 International Botanical Congress
The remaining materials of Wilson and Japanese botanist Nakai
depict the Korean landscape in the early 19005, which now seems
distant

Many plant collectors came from the West and collected numerous
species, despite the harsh climate and conditions of the colonies
You imagine their fascination, temptation, and fierce desire

They came to the colonies under temptation and left under
fascination

Mid-summer, you see an exotic vegetable garden on a rooftop
Naheed, the owner of this garden, grows seeds and

plants from his home country every year

He collects discarded lumber and plywood from furniture factories,
and makes rickety pots and builds sections for his garden

His factory colleagues, curious about his plants,

taste their fruits and are shared their seeds

You meet another tree that is one thousand years old

The original place of the tree is now inside Gunui dam

in Gyeongsang Province, underwater

Thousand-year-old trees are now planted in apartment complexes
in Banpo and Dongcheon

You imagine one thousand years
Can you feel the distance and weight of that time?

LRE BN+,
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A replanted Zelkova tree from Gangdong-ri, Korea Water Resources Corporation,
Yeongju Dam construction office, Yonghyeol-ri, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 2013
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Under the water, there are Hwabuk-ri, Hakseong-ri, Ingok-ri, and Goesan-ri
in Goro-myeon, Gunwi-gun, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 2013
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A replanted Zelkova tree from Gangdong-ri, Korea Water Resources Corporation,

Yeongju Dam construction office, Yonghyeol-ri, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 2013
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Road that came above the water,
Hwabulkeri, Goro-myeon, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 2013
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Donui-moon New Town, Seoul, 2013
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Forest of Jugong, a planned site for the redevelopment of Jugong apartment
(Korea Housing Corporation), Gaepo-dong, Seoul, 2013
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mixrice

An old woman, who still remembers what the leaves and branches
looked like, tells you the original place of the tree

You believe that the tree has shed off its story, and that it can no longer
grow leaves

One of the trees died after an unsuccessful transplant, and the other
only grows two-thirds of its leaves

When you think of it, one dam contains several villages
These several villages would have many trees
The sound of the trees crying would be drenched in water

You encounter a strange forest in the middle of an old apartment complex
Unlike contemporary landscaping, these trees, planted while imagining
ten years in the future, form an unexpected landscape

Soon these apartments will be redeveloped, and will change into an
entirely new space

What would happen to the magnificent forest?

And where would the trees go?

You encounter the old women guarding the mountains

Korea Electric Power Corporation plans to build a transmission tower,
and the old women are fighting against it

“If the police come at 4AM, we can just pack our meals and come at
2AM,” they say

Cheerfulness is a valuable lesson for you

This cheerfulness embodies the politics of the everyday and moves you

You hope that, in the future, this story becomes a myth or a legend
The powers resisting nuclear power plants and electricity are, wielding
nothing but shit and spit, these old and bare bodies

This is what you, equipped with many tools, have forgotten

You encounter a tree that takes root in a crumbled wall

This plant remains in a world without ruins, a world whose people can't
recognize ruins, a world where only the present exists, and hence a
world where self-destruction evokes no feelings

This plant is one of the few plants that remain in this kind of world

Nature is the first colony, and it will also be the last
But you hope for more bizarre things in this flat world

The story of settlement in Miryang, guarding mountains and land, and
the story of transplantation in Maseok, where do they meet each other?
Miryang longs for settlement and tries to guard time

Migrants in Maseok long for transplantation but unfortunately drift
and try to fill in time

The will to guard or to fill in time...
Settlement and migration will probably take root in different places,
like plants

Korean society devours time
It eliminates time and erases time

The cheerfulness of the old women, the invitation of Maseok despite its
insufficient pleasures, both remind you of an unforgettable moment
When these “moments” accumulate, only then can you endure the pain

That is what you dream of,
the plants that evolve in some way or another

Stories are meant to endlessly wander, from here to there
Unless stories age and circulate,
they become ghosts, as the old saying goes

You hope that, in a world where stories neither disappear nor emerge,
you can make real stories

You hope that these stories can be passed on to yourself and to others,
like old tales

RO HE S A - THBIRSIh S
VOV XBHROR A7/ 8=t x> 20134

Forest of Jugong, a planned site for the redevelopment of Jugong apartment

AT SGRIE R M A 2013 4
Disappeared hills, Maesok, Gyoenggi-do, 2013

(Korea Housing Corporation), Gaepo-dong, Seoul 2013

84 F/H DR, 2FEALE RN 20124 TR O R T M
Plants on 84 th Street, Jeonju, Jeollabuk-do, 2012 B I o LR 2013 4E
Designated area for a transmission tower,
Gorye-ri, Miryang, Gyeongsangnam-do, 2013

K T E DAY D1, Fk XA 20134

The original site where a thousand-year-old tree used to be,

1% 53 N 2 £ B i i U WS O IR A 2013 4
People who protect the mountain and Borra village,
Gunwi Dam, 2013 Miryang, Gyeongsangnam-do, 2013
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Jumana Manna
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Born in 1987 in Princeton, New Jersey, and raised in Jerusalem. Lives and
works in Berlin.

Working in film and sculpture, Jumana Manna explores how power
relations play out in the inheritances of colonialism, and systems of
sustenance in particular. Referring to the human body, archaeology,
industrial structures, and cultural environments, her sculptural pieces are
amalgamations marked by both specificities and dislocations of place. Her
recent work explores the politics of preservation practices by intertwining
scientific and cultural fields.

Her last feature film, Wild Relatives (2018 ), follows the transportation
of seeds from the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in Norway to an agricultural
research center in Lebanon, unfolding fragments of people’s and plants’
lives between these two locations. Conceived during the same period, Cache
(Insurance Policy) (20182019 ) explores the act of storing and safeguarding
both natural resources and cultural artifacts for survival, patrimony,
and economic benefit. The sculptural forms in the installation evoke
architectural fragments displayed as archaeological findings supposedly
extracted and displaced from their original settings. Their cabinet-like
shapes are inspired by khabyas, traditional storage vessels that were a key
feature of Levantine rural architecture and ancestors of the modern-day
refrigerator. Often built into household interiors, they were constructed of
clay, slaked lime, cow dung, and hay, and stored and preserved seeds, grains,
oil, and wine for families and village communities. They had a large cavity
on top and a smaller one below for bottling grains.

By amplifying the openings of these forms, Manna's sculptures take
on an anthropomorphic quality and a scale closer to the size of a human
body. The abstract interpretation of the khabyas' shape influences our
perception of them, creating a space to ponder how our habits, territories,
and lineages are reflected in our bodies. Featuring grid structures that
suggest contemporary storage methods, be they seed banks, ethnographic
collections, or museum vaults, Cache (Insurance Policy) emphasizes the
transformations inherent to our systems of preservation, from traditional
craft to our market economy, from survival to consumption. [JM/ER]

SSUZFF ANE VRO A =YD O Y2 | Biff i RIWAQ @i+ > 2—
Kbhabyas in the village of Al-Shuyukh, West Bank, Palestine Khabyas in the village of Ein Sinya, West Bank, Palestine | Courtesy: Riwaq Centre for Architecture Conservation
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Um Nabil, a mother of five, keeps a mouneh in
a small room behind the kitchen, a storage of
grains with barrels of lentils, burghul, chick-

peas, as well as tomato sauce, pickles, dried
fruits and cheeses. She recalls that her father
used to travel from Houran to Mount Lebanon
by camel, to barter his harvest. Back then, the
family would eat from their harvested grain,
trade with neighbours near and far, and keep
a small amount aside for sowing the next
season. Today, she buys most her ingredients
from the market, produce from as far away
as Argentina, and from as close by as local
farmers. Abu Nabil, her husband, stopped
farming three decades ago. He makes a living
from selling pesticides now.

It is Friday afternoon. Um Nabil scoops two
cups of burghul and three cups of lentils out
of the barrels and begins to prepare the meal
as she waits her for her sons Nabil and Majd
to return from their military service. She
knows her children won't eat her food. This is
backwards peasant food, they often tell her,
it doesn’t taste good anymore. As expected,
they arrive home and order pizza, while Um
Nabil and Abu Nabil eat the mjadara. Later,
Um Nabil asks her boys to go pick the grapes
from their vineyard before the sun sets. But
they dont know where the land is and frankly
don't seem to care.

BIHJG : Y227 27 [A Small Big Thing | [Wild Relatives] Y= K - R =2 FH 37 E#ifE /R K —BUREMEE /A V> - Z—b -~ F =L -7 v b =%, 20175
Excerpt from Jumana Manna, A Small Big Thing, in Wild Relatives, 2017,

co-published by Jeu de Paume / CAPC musée d'art contemporain de Bordeaux / Maison d’Art Bernard Anthonioz

Jumana Manna

Yukihisa Isobe
BEDATA
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1 — Fram Kitagawa, “Towards the Origin of Art,” in Yukibisa Isobe: Environment,
Image, Representation (Chiba: Ichihara Lakeside Museum, 2013), 3

Born in 1935 in Tokyo. Lives and works in Tokyo.

Yukihisa Isobe began as a painter with a particular interest in abstract
forms and symbols, natural landscapes, and living things. After moving
to the United States in 1965 to study natural sciences (geology, ecology,
and cultural anthropology) at the University of Pennsylvania, he became
enamored with ecological planning—a process of understanding and
evaluating the use of land to ensure a better fit with human habitation.

Engaging with ecological planning in different regions, Isobe's
artistic practice integrates the insights gained from his observations of the
dynamics and changes of natural elements and the environment. Since the
19905, through art projects organized by regional communities such as the
Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennial in Japan, he has produced a series of works
investigating the interrelation between a local community and its history
with the natural conditions of the area, including large-scale outdoor
installations that portray the dynamics of nature from the distant past or
new regional connections that emerge from reading the movement of wind
and oceanic currents.

This exhibition features a range of Isobe’s work, from his abstract
expressionist practice to maps produced from ecological planning, in order
to show the breadth of his methodology and vision. Whereas the large
work Wind Direction Undefinable (1998 ) is an abstract composition that uses
symbolic visual elements, depicting wind as a natural resource that harbors
a dynamism that continuously transforms itself, Personal Landscapes (2000—
2001 ) are local maps of different regions in France visited by the artist.
Using abstract shapes and colors, Isobe drew or painted a documentation
of the terrain and his observations. The vegetation, the hydrology, and the
living conditions of the people in these areas served as constructive and
functional elements of the landscape. The intent, in the artist's words, is
“not to capture the actual appearance of the landscape, but to subjectively
decode the structure of its elements.””

Another series is a group of land condition maps originally produced
for a government agency representing the Osaka Bay and Mount Rokko
regions. On these maps, Isobe renders visible the different land layers as
a means to specify areas that are prone to earthquakes or urban disaster
in order to define the appropriate use of these territories and formulate
prevention plans.

From his environmental inventories to his subjective landscapes, Isobe
has developed an artistic language intertwining science and art in order to
raise awareness about global warming, the depletion of natural resources,
and soil pollution. His practice recalls the precious, shifting, and reciprocal
long-term relationship between a region’s environment, its natural
processes, and its human activity, challenging the conventional opposition
of nature “versus” culture. [KC/ER]

OR=YFNS5 YRR =T Fv D7y H K- F402)(2000-20014F) | Personal Landscape: St. Vincent de Tyrosse, 2000~2001
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Excerpt from an interview with Yukihisa Isobe
[March 10, 2020, at the exhibition venue]

YERHRE 7=t u b e S)— MR E ) VA I TSy s F -
Courtesy: ART FRONT GALLERY, Regional Planning Team
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Yukihisa Isobe

1 CELFRE KR i LA ). 1976 5
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
Condition map of earthquake danger areas, Osaka Bay area, 1976
2 (&g KBRS ik H ). 1976 4
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
Condition map of flood danger zones, Osaka Bay area, 1976
3 (AT RBR b L A h AR ) 1976 45
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
Condition map of steeply sloping area and landslide danger area, Osaka Bay area, 1976

EXE ARG ;

This is an inventory of environmental resources compiled in 1980

as a result of a survey commissioned by the then National Land
Agency. It was during this period that the Japanese government
began the national policy to consider how to prepare for disasters in
the major metropolitan area of Osaka. As part of that, a survey was
commissioned to assess the natural, ground, and weather conditions
of the area. The National Land Agency used a method developed in
the 19605 in the United States called ecological planning to conduct
the study. Ecological planning involves collecting information on
various conditions in the natural environment, such as those relating
to geology, flood gates, groundwater, vegetation, and land use, and
then synthesizing that information to predict what might happen in
the future. You collect the individual data, and then represent it all
on a map. What you see here are the conclusions of the study, which
map the information from all of the various studies that led up to it,
superimposed on top of each other, to consider what problems exist,
and where.

From the perspective of disaster prevention in large cities, they started
with a general survey of the entire Osaka Bay area to determine the
problems that existed in each region. Three regions were selected

as a result of that research, each requiring a national policy on the

4-1 ARGMEOL =T =2 -zaudhn TN
Layer-cake ecological model of natural processes
42 HREFMOLV—7 = zanYhL TV
Layer-cake ecological model of land use processes
4-3 ATV RIN=TBIRORTYF
Sketch made by Prof. lan McHarg

[5E31k ] Vol. 30, 4, 19754, p. 53
Kenchiku Bunka, Vol. 30 (Tokyo: Shokokusha, 1975), 53
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type of disaster that should be prepared for. The three areas selected
were the Mount Rokko area, for earthquake measures, the lowlands
of the Neyagawa lowlands, as an area subject to inland flooding, and
the left bank of the Kizu River, designated for landslides. Following a
marine survey of the entire area, detailed surveys were made of each
of these three areas. These are the maps (see p.48). There was already
concern about an earthquake at Mount Rokko at the time, and such
an earthquake did occurr in 1995. In the Neyagawa lowlands, surveyed
for inland water inundation, such an event took place five years after
the 1980 survey. And as for a landslide on the left bank of the Kizu
River, construction of the Kansai Science City was so extensive that

it completely changed the entire landform. For better or worse, this
extensive development meant that no such landslide occurred here.

In ecological planning, it is believed that land use through a variety of
human activities can lead to environmental change. Land use changes
such as clearing of forests to create fields, draining riverbeds to make
rice paddies, or drying out riverbeds to make urbanized areas leads to
various obstacles. Recently, landslide flooding has become a problem in
various places. Such problems are generally phenomena that occur as a
secondary consequence to changes in land use, and we refer to these as
disasters. If the city area and the river that was originally there overlap,
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Yukihisa Isobe

(B oy R RH L b B S Tl B AR ) L 19794
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
Urban disaster prevention plan, Mt. Rokko area, 1979

(b7 iR R B S i i i 7). 197948
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
il Urban disaster prevention plan, Neyagawa city, 1979

naturally, the river will overflow as it tries to reclaim its territory.

In the case of Mount Rokko, as evident in the maps, there are very
pronounced faultlines. Such fault lines are cracks in the geology,
therefore if cities are made there, problems are bound to occur. Such
areas are particularly prone to earthquakes. If a hilly or mountainous
area is urbanized and a city built on top of a fault line, it is only natural
that an earthquake could occur, which would then lead to damage.
What we are trying to do is to advocate conditions for use of land on
such fault lines or old river sites to be conducted with careful advance
planning, in order to avoid such situations, and to shift to land use
which is respectful of the natural resources.

This large work represents the movement of the wind (see Wind
Direction Undefinable, p. 13). Wind is, in terms of the ecological
planning I mentioned earlier, a great energy as a resource. That is the
theme being developed here, with the wind movement. Wind is a
natural resource for wind power, now the focus of people’s attention.
I believe that how to manage and operate this natural resource we call
ecology, and how human beings must be involved, will surely become
a major theme in art in the future. That is my view of contemporary
art, thirty years from now.

Ji %7 =2l LIcEAT I D P 0 Yz 7| (20204 81 BUHE)
Ongoing projects on the theme of wind (as of August 2020)
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(FHeh 2 I DLH DK a—A> 5
Drawing for Wind Direction Undefinable for
Northern Alps Art Festival, 2020
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Oku-Noto Triennale 2020,

Westerlies, Tsushima Current,

Liman Current

This project expresses the characteristics of
Oku-Noto, with its natural conditions created
by the intersection of westerly winds from
the continent and warm and cold currents.
By releasing and tracking helium balloons
from this area, the project will verify whether
the westerly winds carrying yellow sand

from the Taklamakan and Gobi Deserts and
PM2.5 pollution will reach Ibaraki and Chiba
Prefectures. It will also follow the flow of the
Tsushima Current, which has been involved
in transmission of both trade and culture,

by releasing bottles attached to buoys and
following the routes of their drift.
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Northern Alps Art Festival 2020,

Wind Direction Undefinable

Based on an ecological planning approach, the TEPCO
Nanakura Dam site and its surrounding environment in
Omachi City, Nagano prefecture, is being surveyed, with a
focus on how land alteration due to the construction of a
rock-fill dam has changed the natural environment of the site.
By measuring the wind behavior and utilizing crushed stones
connected from the site, as well as the method used for Lines
of Nasca, a life-size model of the trajectory is being developed.
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Dtz DHE[K | Maps for Westerlies,
Tsushima Current, Liman Current for
Oku-Noto Triennale, 2020
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Asako lwama
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AR O RA TR A2 0bb 5% HE L 2, 2hid, RAMLVELTEI
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BROIZO T EWiEY R REME 2 HRL TV 3, [KC]

Asako lwama

Born in 1975 in Tokyo. Lives and works in Berlin.

With her professional experience as a chef and interest in the
production, distribution, and consumption of food as well as labor, the
circulation of resources, and the social relationships they create, Asako
Iwama has organized various types of workshops and performances for
collective discourse. Her recent work includes videos and objects of various
media made in collaboration with others, reflecting systems of society by
way of shifts in the technological, ecological, and cultural relationships
between humans and natural materials.

The installation produced for this exhibition, Pinocchio (2020), is one
such project. It began when the artist learned that the Japanese imperial
army had attempted to develop alternative aviation fuel from pine roots
toward the end of World War II. She investigated the historical background
and chemical research to render pine tree sap—the fluid for circulating
nutrition and closing wounds—into energy used for wars, as well as the use
of pine in France and Germany, where the artist resides. She visited pine
forests still remaining in Germany, making molds of the scars left on pine
trunks and collecting resin from the trees. Through her archival research,
she produced a series of prints from the traces of the bodies of workers who
engage in the extraction of pine sap, including their extraction tools and
distillation devices.

Pinocchio is an installation assembling pieces produced in this process
of physical engagement and research. Different forms of resin and objects
reminiscent of distillation point toward the contention with human forces
that transforms this natural element, as well as this long, close relationship
that reflects the condition of human society. The title of the piece,
appropriated from Carlo Collodi's The Adventures of Pinocchio, reflects the
story of a pine trunk (pino = pine) becoming a human child.

As another figure in which human and pine meet, Iwama additionally
created a small print with the image of the “pine hermit” from Taoism, said
to eat pine needles in order to attain eternal life. The nexuses of pine trees
and humans generate alterities without delineating linear histories or fixed
meanings, offering the possibility for viewers to find their own micro-views
and narratives. [KC]

LANDES. - Résiniers

.. Sans Tegretter son savg qui couls goutte & goutte,
Le Pin ver: a séve qui bout,

Et se tient le bord de fa roate,

H debout.

ot

Résinidres (Caeillente dc s Résize). - LANDES. -
. b, paet, Aruskas (Lasd) 2o R

1 R2bH=F[5YF2—RhgERIR#E b
T AT - T=F4 L[5 T 2O | (FRBIH 76 : Norman Shapiro i
[Selected Lyrics] . Yale University Press, 2011 4E)
B E ~NVA—R P Tahy == NP VR (75Y 2T
RIS vy =2 2232V T4
Postcard, LANDES - Resin Collectors
Poem by Théophile Gautier from The Pine of the Landes Counry,
translated by Norman Shapiro in Selected Lyrics
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2011)
Photograph by F. Bernede in Arjuzanx-Morcenx, France
© Ecomusée de Marquéze, France - PNRLG
English translation:
...No loss of sap-blood, trickling drop by drop;
Yielding his bubbling balm, with head held high,
By the road, upright, proudly, toe to top,
Like a wounded soldier who stands tall to die.

2 FRMA-F[5Y 72— BREERIRHA 105 ] 19084
W F ANVA—F A Y2 Yy —=E LYY R (I 2T
W 2 =2 2332 =Y 70
Postcard, LANDES-Resin Collectors, 1908
Photograph by F. Bernede in Arjuzanx-Morcenx, France
© Ecomusée de Marquéze, France - PNRLG
English translation:
..The pines of my land, if they have a wound in their heart
Have a high forehead, full of cicadas’ songs.
JR.

BRI T | B3 23V — o= | g ey -2 2a332-Y 74

Scene of pine-tapping | Photograph by Emile Vignes | ©Ecomusée de Marquéze, France - PNRLG
BRRIRIE O R | 88 =) —-oh=a | BGRME ey —2-2232-Y 74

Couple of resin tappers | Photograph by Emile Vignes | ©Ecomusée de Marquéze, France - PNRLG
MEIERBOE R | B H MW T 2’9 = =32=) vy (F4Y) D/ A2 = b AL VLT

Tools for extraction of sap | Photograph by Asako Iwama in Heimatmuseum in Graal-Miritz, Germany
Bénédicte Fénié, Jean-Jacques Fénié ¥ [Dictionnaire des Landes ] Editions Sud Ouest, 20094E. p.163

Bénédicte Fénié and Jean-Jacques Fénié, Dictionnaire des Landes (Bordeaux: Editions Sud Ouest, 2009), 163
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Asako lwama

Ly

LS

HATb IR ARLE S e BFN A 6~ THIY JERF I THIZY,

RGNV Y OFOHRTAICEH 1T 2 GPS 2 i~ TH TR T ZEIE ST,
ANPHET Y= 2RNTI2EFLL B2 IEE ST,

== EL DK PRI AGELZI~EL TS,

BOAVIFRDA Y 22 B LEEBIEI ST,

IZhDII THIHELID, @30 H 1, Ui,
VEDVESDIRDKHEIZE S b B ERICIE DS,
ZOFBP TEIZFL =L TV 1,

TS5 VRIHEEORBOHARIF DY 77 =K ANLHEST,
MOMIADEELLTVIZEE, E2oFA1d, ToEH R,
ZORNE->THATO T,

Ao EAOHRTO, A EEROWEDIEER.
AD Y ZF AMELEIED L Loolc LT E I IR T,
2O AT LHHTRAHTHO,

Rl bolzr b3,

HBFNILD RIS

By=ofEichFoni A205EH
BY=0zo0bdt—KEh, 020N > TRAT,

BAEi2255%, 1E02ZLDTERVHIRFROERIL JEMIN. GBI ZD:ED S, HEHT

Trying to juxtapose different places and eras, or to expand and contract them.

That is, walking about using GPS, trying to find a place I was told about in a forest in Berlin.
Stroking the bark of a tree, scraping pine needles with my nails, taking in a scent.
Drawing water from a river where the beavers live, melting plaster into it,

or mixing just a little green ink into black ink.

Swiftly but cautiously, slowly, rapidly.
Growing closer to the information about the sap of each and every pine tree,

carefully tracing the edges.

On the last day of my stay in the Netherlands, I was sitting with a friend on the studio sofa.
As we were talking about the pine hermit, Pinocchio appeared at a glance

and was named by my friend.

The cycle of humans and natural materials, within the workings of humans.
Events that humans have worked so hard to systematize.

What leaks out of that system,

the force upon what leaks out,

and the force to block that which flows.

The labor of those gatherings,

in which pine needles seemed to merge with pine needles themselves, forming a single flow.

The air of a certain era, stifling and unstoppable, was compressed and remains here, intact.

PR (20) AT ~ V) VIERBI T (201942 1219)
All photographs by Asako Iwama on the outskirts of Berlin,
December 2019

Asako Iwama
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Liu Chuang
g -Faryr

19794 AL A OhED Az 2 v, BIBIE(E,

BRPEOHSBEFOLMECBOMOERTHOATVR)Y - Fa7
N3 BHEHA~DNARL TARA K2 O AN A S, W, f> 2 2L —
Ay 74—V A FLTRENER P FUHEMPRRLTE L MR
o= \Yt—vary O AWRERP, HE 2RSS BUAN Y 274 %
FBRLTOVS HlZE (572 b=Y—) (2014%) 13, BRIT 7 /v 2 O Iz Bl 3 S 4
HTHIRETOBRGWHEL VI3 T MDA b/~ THERRS oA
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HUI8SIFEICTHE eI [ Ic 2RO I h b 2015, [ER]

Liu Chuang

Born in 1978 in Hubei, China. Lives and works in Shanghai.

Known for engaging with socioeconomic matters related to China’s
immediate realities, Liu Chuang creates works that integrate readymades
and social interventions across various mediums, from video to installation,
architecture, and performance. He reflects on personal experiences of
globalization and sociopolitical systems underlying the everyday. For
instance his work Love Story (2014 ), part of the KADIST collection, is an
installation composed of three thousand pulp fiction novels formerly
rented or borrowed by migrant workers in the booming industrial city of
Dongguan in China's Pearl River Delta, accompanied by a wall intervention
reproducing anonymous handwritten notes accumulated within the books
over the years by their readers. Drawing in a very subtle way a portrait of a
generation of migrant workers from 1990 to 2010, this piece, emblematic
of Liu Chuang's artistic approach, emphasizes an important transitional
period in China both economically and politically.

The three-channel video Bitcoin Mining and Field Recordings of Ethnic
Minorities (2018 ) takes the form of a speculative journey, drawing lines
between history and evolutions of technology, infrastructure, ecology, and
finance. Mixing found footage and the artist's own documentation, and
intertwining anthropological insights and science fiction’s imaginary, the
work first shows the building of early information networks in China, then
connects hydraulic projects with Bitcoin mines in the country, exploring
a constant chain of exchange between energy and information. During
his field trips and discussions with the researcher Yang Beichen, who has
accompanied the whole project, the artist observed that a large number of
cryptocurrency sites are located inside abandoned hydroelectric plants in
the rural terrains of China, also called Zomia.

A geographical concept in a cultural sense, Zomia is home to many
minority groups, and represents for Liu Chuang a new perspective on cross-
regional groups and their influences. According to political scientist James
Scott, the Zomia mountains are a safe haven for the people of Southeast
Asia, a place of resistance to the state that would be the mirror of our
destructive and self-confident civilization—in other words, an anarchist
history that fascinates and intrigues. At the same time, Liu Chuang's film
illuminates how the state tries to control these highland minorities in
order to exploit the abundant resources on their lands; assimilating them
into mainstream digital culture is one method to exert control. With
a soft violence, Bitcoin Mining and Field Recordings of Ethnic Minorities
demonstrates how we are all embedded in systems and networks in one
way or another, and offers a convincing meditation on the destructive
political impact of the race for energy resources in our capitalist times. But
it also provides a message of empowerment, urging us to reconsider the
geological surface, materials, and entangled memories of the Earth to “live
deliberately.” “In wildness is the preservation of the world,” as Henry David
Thoreau stated in 1851. [ER]

2019 ARRY T =N DFURYFZRIITT 74T Y ADH R
ThH#Esnic(evbat v RV BREO 74—k La—F 7
YIONCEAT AN Y - F 2T D=2 h DK VA ERDLA
Twa, FROBEOMENE, VI7OM ALy bal KO
FEICOCTEOh TV,

TREBEOMBERTOESOHFILLT, HRFE OO
FEh OO CERCE T, (R0 CR3) i i LIS h 22588
T ¥ FAICHT SO0 E B, A E O [ 2 THRALICH I S ho e 3
BT, RTOMEHS DD O, =DV EDh Rz %
£TE3,

Excerpt from a 2019 talk given by Liu Chuang and moderated
by Defne Ayas at Protocinema, Istanbul, about Bitcoin Mining
and Field Recordings of Ethnic Minorities, in which the artist
shares his research on links between music and currency, the
concept of Zomia, and Bitcoin maps:

I want to begin with an ancient Chinese instrument as an
example of the relationship between music and currency.
This instrument is called bianzhong (a set of bells). It was an
instrument that ancient Chinese states used for worship and
ceremonies around 500 BCE. We can see that it consists of
many bells, and each bell can produce a different sound.

HRPEHOER- - HOBR TR, CoKRBEoSEOBEL YL ELE
DL ZDLOIZKRED HEHBETLI, Lo L, ZDOREEEIC
FiNEEHRL, EAMERRBL TG U i E 1 20, Filke
PEHE B H M TIEC TV I ZED 6 L) O AH il
B LB P BRIRE 2T HHILELI,

Zhou Jing Wang, a king of the ancient Zhou dynasty, wanted
to make this big bell, which needed a huge amount of copper.
But at that time the Zhou dynasty had fallen and there was no
money in the treasury. In ancient times, money and musical
instruments were both made of copper, so Zhou Wang came
up with the idea of monetary reform, which might be the
first large-scale monetary reform in the world.

JAREDFHEII>OCTIE, ZCTRAFNIEHPILE A, 2h
34 HO LT B AR R 25 2407, D20 BH O
WEAEETAY 7L = ar 2B SRITWREEL HOE LI
46,2000 4EFf O HIERIS B> T LI, 2DEH, ARJlE~— 2,
DEOIE ORGP T Hfi AR b A2 AT LI, AR
T KILOWRTS, HE, F LA OE R - TR S HAE
TBB0T LI 2O, BRI H AR I T 2 HBILEIET S
bOTLI. IALTH2MEN 2T 2B AHT R E P 5
AAY T =Y aviiohhiote hd, ARSI LT, LR
HEDEI BRI DT Dp 2Rk T ERECHHHI T, FLl
BoizsmcBEED H-Tc 2D T bE T,

Let’s not go into detail about Zhou Jing Wang's specific
method. It was like how today’s central banks double the
money supply, similar to the overproduction of currency,
which can lead to inflation.

Two thousand years ago, the Earth was very quiet. At
that time, humans didn’t have the technology to create bass,
or sounds at very low frequencies. In nature, only volcano
eruptions, earthquakes, thunder, and meteorite impacts
cause low-frequency sounds. This bell was to imitate these
low-frequency sounds in nature. The process of creating
these sounds caused economic inflation, which I think is an
interesting example of the relationship between music and
economics in ancient times. We can see that the relationship
between sound and currency was very close.
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This is the actual look of the bell.
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Zomia 2002

Central Asia

Central Asia
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In the second part, I will talk about the maps of Zomia and
Bitcoin mines. Zomia is a geographical concept in a cultural
sense. It doesn't have a clear border, but just a general scope.
Bitcoin mines have a dynamic existence, so our research
found a lot of overlap between the two.

On this map, we can see the traditional—mainstream
Western—division of Asia into Central Asia, East Asia,
Southeast Asia, and South Asia. Willem van Schendel, a
German scholar, realized that there is a problem with this
division: How do we define these four points (as seen on
the map) at the junction of the four regions? How should
we define the marginal area? In this kind of division, each
region has a common feature, sometimes based on culture
and sometimes on history. Whether East Asia, South Asia,
or Southeast Asia, each of them has a clear characteristic.
But we cannot define the intersection of the four regions,
and in a sense it doesn't belong to any section. In fact, the
geographical edge is a common problem.

East Asia
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To solve this problem, Schendel proposed the concept of
Zomia to describe the intersection of the four regions, an area
hard to define.

East Asia
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Zomia is a controversial concept, especially in the Tibetan
region. Many scholars think that Tibet shouldn’t be included
in the cultural zone of Zomia because traditionally, it used to
be a strong society with a complicated hierarchical structure,
and this is inconsistent with the concept of Zomia.

In this map, we can see that Schendel had constantly
developed his idea of Zomia and expanded the region to
Central Asia. What I want to emphasize is Schendel’s most
interesting point: he proposed a solution to a problem that
traditional geographical divisions couldn't solve. We know
that there are a lot of cross-border ethnic groups, and I think
the most inspiring point of the concept of Zomia is that it
provides us with a new perspective to observe these cross-

regional groups.
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This is a map by the US scholar James Scott. He has published
many books about Southeast Asia.

C}J ZoMIA

b |

His map of Zomia is so far the more acceptable version. Scott
clearly defines the living situations of small, mobile, self-
organized groups. Historically, this area was always in the
non-state situation; it was actually an area abandoned by the
surrounding countries. The reason is simple: the geographical
environment of this area is bad. The many mountains and
climatic conditions make it unsuitable for large-scale paddy
cultivation. Scott defines places around Zomia as “paddy-field
nations.”
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This is a map made by another scholar, who expanded the
region based on Scott’s definition. He added a lot of parts. We
won't go into details.
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And here is Wikipedia's definition of Zomia, combining the
maps of Scott and Schendel. But I think this map cannot
explain anything.
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The following map was made from my research. It is a map of
Bitcoin mining. I want to emphasize that the map of Bitcoin
mines is actually dynamic and changing. Because Bitcoin
mines need to pursue cheap energy sources, they move
seasonally according to environmental changes.
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We can see that the map of Zomia and Bitcoin mines have

a lot of overlap. The densest area of the Bitcoin mines is
actually James Scott's Zomia region. The internal connection
between Zomia and the Bitcoin mine has always been unclear
to us, but it is also what entices us to continue this project.
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Born in 1978 in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Lives and works in Paris.

Kapwani Kiwanga's research-driven films, installations, and
performances investigate marginalized or forgotten histories. By
emphasizing associations between certain objects or materials that have
witnessed resistance struggles, her works reveal hidden authoritarian
structures, institutional devices, and power imbalances. They center on
notions of belief and their relationships to knowledge, documentary modes
of representation, and subjective or scientific testimonies.

The installation Rumors That Maji Was a Lie... (2014) explores the
voids present in living memory as well as in the material traces of the Maji
Maji Rebellion: a major anti-colonial uprising that took place between
1905 and 1907 in German East Africa (now Tanzania). The work unfolds
from a shelving system that functions simultaneously as a storage unit, an
exhibiting structure, and a projection apparatus. It embodies storytelling
in the form of a subjective archive that questions the classical way of
organizing knowledge.

Triggered by the brutal labor conditions Tanzanians endured in
cultivating cotton for export under the ruling German colonists, the Maji
Maji Rebellion was initiated by Kinjikitile Ngwale, a spirit medium whose
practice incorporated animist beliefs. Claiming to be possessed by a snake
spirit called Hongo, he gave the insurgents a sacred water, majz, intended
to protect them by turning German bullets into water. Rumors That Maji
Was a Lie... revisits this important episode in history by intertwining
testimonies and personal memories through found objects, books, fabrics,
and videos, as well as empty spaces in between. On one shelf, for instance,
one finds a castor oil plant, said to be one of the components of the magical
water, and an annotated map of Tanzania. On a higher shelf is displayed a
portrait of Julius Nyerere, the first president of Tanzania, invoked here for
having emphasized the Maji Maji Rebellion’s importance in the lineage of
resistance struggles leading to the state’s independence. On the walls are
videos capturing the hands of a curator from the Ethnologisches Museum
in Berlin holding objects linked to this rebellion, while other hands—those
of the artist—seem to manipulate absent objects.

These body fragments underscore the living qualities of any archive,
understood as a working and malleable material. Stressing the power of
broken, fragmented storytelling, Rumors That Maji Was a Lie... acts as a
narrative machine that displays only a few pieces of the puzzle. In (re)telling
the stories that she has encountered during her research, but also drawing
from the imagination, Kiwanga amplifies voices not only of important
figures, but also of objects, beliefs, myths, and even the ghosts that inhabit
history, suggesting that these material or immaterial objects can assume
their own agencies and should be seen not as completed entities but as
always in the process of becoming. In doing so, she underlines the necessity
of looking back and revisiting an unresolved past that continues to haunt
the present and the future. [ER]
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Excerpts from A Conservator's Tale, a performative talk by Kapwani Kiwanga, conceived in 2015, part of a larger project

about the Maji Maji War including the installation Rumors That Maji Was a Lie...

Good evening.

My name is Kapwani Kiwanga, conservator of the Matinga
collection.

Named after the late archaeologist Dr. Joy Matinga, the
collection preserves what remains of the doctor’s work
dedicated to the study of the intangible. [...]

In 1988 she wrote a paper entitled “The Museum of the
Invisible,” in which she presented recommendations on how
to collect and preserve immaterial culture.

She argues for a radical end to collecting objects and
proposes memory and transmission as the main conservation
techniques.

For this premise she used the Maji Maji War as her primary
case study.

Her proposition foreshadowed the UNESCO Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 2003,
which states:

“Intangible cultural heritage” means the practices,
representations, expressions, knowledge, skills... that
communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals
recognize as part of their cultural heritage.

This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from
generation to generation, is constantly recreated

by communities and groups in response to their
environment, their interaction with nature and their
history.

In 2011, while conducting research in Dar es Salaam, I met
with Matinga's nephew, who gave me a number of items
which had belonged to his aunt.

I would later learn that these items were quite exceptional,
as they are believed to be the few surviving elements of Dr.
Matinga's research.

All photographs and video by Kapwani Kiwanga unless otherwise noted.

1 Publication from the collection of Ethnologisches Museum,
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin- PreufSischer Kulturbesitz, Germany,
2009

2 Ngarambe pool, Tanzania, 2010 (video still)

3 Amulet from the collection of Musée du quai Branly, Paris, 2010
(video still)

4 National Museum & House of Culture, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania,
2010 (video still)

Entrusted with this small archive, I began to try and make
sense of this collection.

This task was not without difficulty, for with the exception of
a few citations and some abbreviated notes, no consequential
explanations were provided.

This inconspicuous object is, in fact, an amulet.

Its resemblance to amulets found in Paris’s Musée du quai
Branly and Berlin's ethnographic collections leads me to
believe that Matinga acquired it in the Lindi region of
southern Tanzania. [...]

While visiting the museum of Dar es Salaam, a conservator
informed me that the museum dedicated to the memory
of the Maji Maji War was said to have material which once
belonged to Dr. Matinga. I thus traveled to the museum,

located in Songea, Tanzania.

The museum was inaugurated in 2010, near the site of a

mass hanging of the region’s Maji Maji resistance leaders on
February 27, 1906.

Historians concur that this public execution marked the end
of the war, as this was the last stronghold of local resistance to
German colonial rule. [...]

Between February and May 1986, Matinga traveled to Paris to
consult articles at the Musée de ' Homme. I was to find these
items presently in the Musée du quai Branly. Trying to gain a
better understanding of Dr. Matinga’s thoughts, I sought out
the items which corresponded to inventory numbers found
in her notes.[...]

Speaking with conservators entrusted with the preservation
of this bowl, I was informed of their processes of scanning
objects in order to acquire a better understanding of their
contents without invasive intervention. [...]

It is interesting to note that objects which are fashioned to
communicate with the invisible, and which in turn render
elements invisible by concealing them in their interiors, are
subjected to visioning technology, which ultimately makes
them transparent.

This is not the first time that science has been used to picture
that which has been hidden from view. [...]

Matinga was concerned with how to reconcile her profession,
the museum, a scientific tradition of viewing, and respect

for certain cultures interdiction of publicly viewing specific
objects.

However, she notes that in a number of cultures, viewing an
object does not give access to its power.

Rather, it is the knowledge of incantations and ceremonial
acts associated with the objects which activate or deactivate
their force. [...]

In her notebook Matinga mentions a German historic record
of a fabric appearing on the Swahili coast at the time of the
Maji Maji War.

The fabric bore the inscription “the eye of Bokero,” Bokero
being another name attributed to Kinjikitile.

In addition to showing solidarity with this rebellion, the
cloth underlined notions of seeing: Kinjikitile had prophetic

visions which allowed him to see what was invisible to others.

[..]

This supernatural vision differs from that of scientific sight,
which renders material transparent with X-rays.

The notion of vision inscribed in this textile calls for a
consideration of the intangible.

It is an invitation to adopt another way of seeing—one which
looks beyond the material, a perspective which could make
Matinga’s proposed “museum of the invisible” a reality.

In this future museum, the items you saw pictured here
tonight would cease to be of paramount importance, and the
stories you encountered would be preserved in your memory
to be relayed on to others.

Hianoa | Naupelgang
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5 Bowl from the collection of Musée du quai Branly, 2010 (video still)

6 Photoprint from radiograph by Wilhelm Conrad Rontgen, 1895
Source: Wellcome collection
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/wjc8 ejn2

7 Kanga fabric, 2010

8 Man holding cassette of recorded oral history from elder,
Ngarambe, Tanzania, 2010
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Dale Harding with Hayley Matthew
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Dale Harding with Hayley Matthew

Dale Harding was born in 1982 in Moranbah, Queensland, Australia. Lives
and works in Brisbane. Hayley Matthew was born 1988 in Rockhampton,
Queensland. Lives and works in Brisbane.

Dale Harding—a descendant of the Bidjara, Ghungalu, and Garingbal
peoples of Central Queensland—investigates the social and political
realities experienced by members of his family, especially his matrilineal
elders, who lived under government control in Queensland. His work draws
on the techniques, tools, and iconography still present among Australian
Aboriginal cultures, and more broadly addresses structures of power and
systems of domination in Australia.

Harding engages with objects related to his ancestors in different ways,
for instance by making copies of artifacts or depicting them on the wall
through a mouth-blowing process of mark making inherited from his
ancestors. In doing so, he performs a healing and reparation, rehabilitating
the objects’ meaning or use assigned by their original communities,
which has often been disrupted by their problematic inclusion in colonial
narratives and ethnographic collections. By restoring continuity and
opening up new spaces of interaction, his gestures reclaim agency and
shed light on persistent apparatuses of exclusion and colonial violence. His
artistic language and methodologies also engage with art histories, from
performance to Postminimalism, exploring how a sculptural object can be
imbued with expression and affect by making visible the artist’'s process,
actions, or emotional state.

Know them in correct judgement - Gami (2020 ) was conceived as a
continuation of a series begun in 2017, in which the artist underlines static
systems of knowledge through the activation of inherited objects that bear
witness to other types of interaction—embodied, tactile, or interpersonal.
Two items are inside a glass display case: a carved wooden object the artist
inherited from his grandmother, and a book titled The Oral History of Mr.
Tim Kemp, written by Harding's uncle. Both appear inaccessible and mute
within the case, while on the wall we see a composition where the carved
wooden woomera appears as a stenciled icon made with mouth-blown red
ocher.

Harding's piece explores the relationships between an object, its
representation, and the body, emphasizing the spiritual bond of ancestry
within the body itself. Realized by the artist in collaboration with his
cousin, Hayley Matthew, this act is also the result of a shared process in
which the cousins exchanged memories of their elders and enumerated how
they are still present in their lives. Both personal and collective, Harding's
practice perpetuates the heritage of his community while restoring life,
emotion, and meaning to ancestral objects released of their function in
colonial exhibition and discourse. [ER]

FYARNIDBTAN N=F4Y T OZRRIFT GELCHB T 230 = A ) 2HET BN =T 4> T A= 2 ¥a— (202053 1) | BfGRHE : T4 =T
Dale Harding and Hayley Matthew making Know them in correct judgement - Gami in Harding's studio in Brisbane, March 2020 | Courtesy: Dale Harding
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Dale Harding with Hayley Matthew

EYN=FEENBY—SE YR OHEL | WML 74N N —Fh> s
Woorabinda red/Bimbird | Courtesy: Dale Harding

RO ER LI VY m— by (201745) | BifgdREE v by o—by
Milton Lawton with his carved replica of his grandmother’s digging stick, 2017 | Courtesy: Milton Lawton

1,3 F4b-r I OEHE | BIHIE: Maytom Sue # [ The Oral History of Mr Tim Kemp: Gungaloo Man ] Maytom, 20014

Tim Kemp quoted in Sue Maytom, The Oral History of Mr Tim Kemp: Gungaloo Man (Mackay, Australia: Maytom, 2001)
2 Rosalind Kidd 3% [ Trustees on Trial: Recovering the Stolen Wages] Aboriginal Studies Press, 2006 4%

Rosalind Kidd, Trustees on Trial: Recovering the Stolen Wages (Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press, 2006)

You should claim your tribal land and your languége from your father and your

HrpteOBEOLHE, Hlsleh R0 51Tk
WCICEREE HRIH RS ORI =T A

tOtBITI fmmyourmother. L:ﬁ?é‘ ﬁ)&f:@*ﬁﬂ@iﬁ?ﬁb’;ét‘o
See all your mothers, your grand mothers and great grand mother would BTORLL ML, ZLTE MR B D
come from a different area. Your father, grand father and great grand father - Hi 6T R TR IS,

should come from the same area.

My mother told me this when | was a teenager. Her mother told her this many

years ago.
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Feo fIAEB B, AL EF O 29 BAO R
1OTY,

Margaret (second L) with (from L)
sister Edna, friend Matilda, sisters
Maureen and Janet

argaret Lawton

Margaret Lawton was 12 years old
when she was sent to work. Fleeing
sexual advances she ran away but was
soon captured by police and returned
to Woorabinda. Her head was shaved
and she was forced to wear a hessian
bag as punishment. She was confined to the dormitory, made to eat her meals on the
wood heap, and not allowed to see her parents.

She was sent to work at Bauhinia Downs looking after six children, and later worked
for the owners of Stewarts Store in Rockhampton, allowed only one quarter her wage.

Her employers gave her extra money secretly and put her through night school to
learn to read and write. She was 16 years old when they applied for her exemption from
controls. The government refused to release her savings until she was 18 years old even
though she was married. They said she had no money in her account. Mrs Lawton has
since recovered evidence of money owing to her.

Photo courtésy

We were under their thumbs all our early lives ... We're not letting it rest there, we're going to
keep on fighting. We're all fighting for the one cause. I e A
.

Rosalind. Trustees on Trial: Recovering the Stolen Wages. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press, 2006)

[Hte BT ILOTEZDR T Y HN—FEK
FTF 7]

“Is the language you remember only from the Gungaloo language”?

It's the Gungaloo and the Garingbal mixed. 1used the words that were easler
to pronounce and the words commonly used around Woorabinda. In some

TUHN—FEETY SNV EEIPRE ST T. 7
FTLRFTOHEEDR, =S¢V R T— AR Ag

cases | put the both names down in the Garingbal and Gungaloo. bRTVRHEERfGE LI, BAICE-TIE AV

YNNVEERET YA N—FEDOM S TR P EESEO
3Ztbbhlic,
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The Propeller Group & Superflex
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The Propeller Group & Superflex

The Propeller Group was established in 2006 in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam. As a collective platform it examines political and social issues
related to Vietnam's tumultuous past, the residual effects of the Cold

War, and the rise of neocolonialism. Their complex projects employ
nontraditional art materials and methods that serve to disrupt and/or
reconsider modes of cultural production. They often collaborate with
Superflex, a Danish artist group committed to social and economic change
founded in 1993, to co-produce a variety of moving-image projects,
including short films, video installations, television series, and even a ten-
day-long film.

The film featured in Things Entangling (whose title is actually the full
script that follows in the subsequent pages) shows a conversation between
a FedEx agent and a collaborator of The Propeller Group regarding the
seizure of a shipment of fake weapons belonging to the group, while in
parallel we can see men packing wooden beams and loading them into
a truck. What begins as a mundane conversation about a shipment turns
into a more philosophical discussion around issues of cultural identity and
authenticity, appropriation and colonialism, and the rereading of history.
As one of the protagonists states at some point, several layers of time are
conveyed here: “The staging of history is happening around us all the time.
We basically live in a staged version of the past.”

The fake wooden guns—which are central to the discussion and
considered dangerous goods—are actually props from Porcelain, a television
series produced by TPG Films, The Propeller Group's alias production
company, broadcast in Vietnam in 2010 and centered on a seventeenth-
century shipment that included the first consignment of Southeast Asian
porcelain destined for Europe. The show depicted the historical journey,
during which these objects were stolen by Dutch pirates and auctioned off
in Holland, generating huge profits that boosted the country’s economy.
Today, these artifacts are part of the collection of the Zeeuws Museum
in Middelburg, Holland, serving as witnesses of this first colonial trade.
The carved wooden beams we can see being loaded in the film became
parts of subsequent Propeller Group exhibitions and installations, thereby
intermingling real and fake interactions.

Through different modes of representation, from TV series to
installations, The Propeller Group and Superflex dig into the potentialities
of objects and artifacts haunted by historical narratives, revealing, through
cultural exchange and value assignment, the premises of colonialism. [ER]

¥h 3 B LRI T (FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE-CU CHI-DAY) £ 12 j@R3 bty
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Installation made with wooden beams of an eighteenth-century princess house from Hue shown
with FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE-CU CHI-DAY at the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, 2016
Photograph by Nathan Key | Collection of Ha Thuc Phu Nam

RELOETHS N BRED SR 70 —279 7, RIS AR TOL,

Blebld ey 2o TREEL TV 3, BRETHHE S,

TrTvIADT =TV YR AFF) 3o Ib6 72T v I Ak —F IVl HE
ERF T EDOIIRTHHATLEI D

RYBATFT) A5 X200 EWH AL T, A It DX =251
Wt T A

HCEbLEHEERBHCLET,

18.5.6.9.1

THLUIRHOZE A, bIH)—EiRMH OB LE T,

s BT ?

EHZ,

18.6.5.6 - HERNELICH?

N HET TS0,

16.9.1.3.3.6.0.5.4

18.6.5.6.6,9.1-*

CEEBLAS) BT 613V ESTT,

BIERMH OB LE T,

D(RMIF) 8.6,5.6,9.1,3.3.6.0.5.4

CBRLIESC - BB LELI BB A OB h 0822 T H
RUEOT, ALY ELI . XM FATWREIESIhTU3RET T, idgh'
Hreonzd,

T:2hi3x— b ECTHHETH MM H HOZ T,
F:BEWE))—2920 OE AL 9,573. 2KV T, %NS hEd,
T AR ST? THZRIAPWLeROATT L]

FRELICHERb HBEDIET T,

T 2600 HERLIFATUARBEOLDIINIFLATHALILO TS, 220
FLERHMO/PEELL T RT3 CATT !

M- 7777 T-=mm

F:ico42—FAND A>T T, fERIBRW T,
T:Giv-T) 2RO R LI b be DI Z2—T 3 HOLEHT LR o
To TR DHHE A KIEDARTT OB OSFKIZRAZET T,

It's ani@ld gun, Waits
No, it's not a gun:

.“Wh.‘ul J'i

F : bLBW oty RO S, oMt In, BRE20D
ROIZRMFAISESNTERDTTH?

T: 2R 0A0ADYELT, FAlebld b s EPIIc T L B PIRFE L
Lico A5 XN F 3 EE LB CF, 2L T2 OFBM T/ hE R
PHBRERDIOIIASY B ~EhELI, THEFIZNEPLTORICAST,
oD IL IS a A BZEILIEAT S,

F R¥F5YZDFLE AR FATHEONZDT T H?

T:Fen)ASY ROFMTEHIEE A NMFLDOTFLEFMT T,
[F—t V> (W) | ECHEZRLD T, (LI L-T) b2 ok TLE) R
BHER AT,

F b Te A 20FMII R &L & VIVATLI & R?

T (REHLOOBELC) 29TT. $T0RRATTH?

F g, Rl THAULEELY 10 i E D6k e AR D NZFELD
FHLLT - ZLTAEWEIT LT B LE LI - HEOIHMET,
T ZOWFETRBROZED BEOLED NEIHEL 52 LETEA
T¥o 2N ARHTT,

FE@i3dite T ? BEDAIRKOAH R EALIIETIOTIE?
HIIEHF->TVBDESEFTLMERIO G, RS2 TWdh A,
T:@Do2) Z2)TTH, ThRFFRLATT THIITENRST A=Y —
LoWVAT T 57 A=) =2l THEBLCABERICREPBATVA
T &

FiEICIRRTTH?

T: 29T 3o ZOWREIZ 400 FIZE R 77 H63—0w AT THIOT
AR CHE NSRBI DL T T 2 A SV X OMIkIC R & h, BEFEIH
Sh&liz, a—oy/ S ARREBROIMEY K 2 M0k -te D T MO THE LD
DT, 2T HRONIHERRD A SV X DM B2 LS 24V H 6D R
MERRLICATT,

F:Gizih) 2h2MEABELICH D LT T

T RATE-T?

F: (@@L apRl0BEIINMTI3EAFILETEET L Blowiiz
WISRETVET, bl IEARICEH I h s RO TAEE TV,

T (Ebhuhin) Th

F:(ius) lELVIBDIEYavE Y I E— VDI RbD T, 22 TR
LOEEIRTSA7 ZRRANEBYVFATEZDER L, blelc OWEEIZE ZHED
DT H?

T:GRELO IbohdE A 2&h - Fd - FARIFELH XD (T B
E3CEHENIIEb-TE A,

F RRZDIERE->TOBATT! IHb3NETT L ZIRARIIRST
A RS0 A OFREN A TEIO bR BE RS
fibieT,

T:(FBun0) R A0 TR ASYEDOOEMIIEITRETTH?

F:29TTh BRI AROB b0 DEBI O/ NEHL A5 XD fFR
BB E B LS D10 EYIEL TR EIT T H?

BBEOLOD MBI EN, NS 92D FEMET AL, AV a7 VB ERE T,
HERFBEE 1o HIEOR Y DB b 3. 1D EE LIAD 3,

T TREEATHLERTIRESIOTTH?
F IR 2R AREIELSE>TOUB3DT T XMADZDOI S A1,
FEOLUARED HHET L HBVIE

RGBT P TAL O KD ERDFIADRESTOL,

KR4 T : (FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE-CU CHI-DAY ) (2010%F) Btf§ 2 5-/v

082 | 083




Close-up of dusty wooden pieces being moved from inside a storage facility to
an outside area. Pieces are laid out. There are men working with their shirts off-
Suddenly we hear a phone ring.

FedEx agent: FedEx, Ho Chi Minh City, how can I help you?
Tung: I received an email that my shipment from Holland was damaged
and confiscated.

| receivedian email that my, shipment
from Hollandwas damaged and confisGated?

F: What's the tracking number?
T:8-6-5-6-9-1-
F: I'm sorry. From the beginning please.
T: Okay. Are you ready now?
F: Go ahead.
T:8-6-5 -6 - Did you catch that?
F: Yes, continue.
T:6-9-1-3-3-6-0-5-4
F:8-6-5-6-6-9-1-
T: [frustrated] No! Just one 6.

F: Again from the beginning.

T: [frustrated] 8 - 6-5-6-9-1-3-3-6-0-5-4

F: Please hold...Sir, your shipment was confiscated because customs
found two guns. These are prohibited items in Vietnam. You will have to
pay a fine.

T: Yes, that's in the email. But there’s been a misunderstanding.

F: The total cost to release the shipment is $9,573 .20, the guns will be
seized.

T: What? But they aren't even real!

F: I also have a note that there’s a broken vase.

T: Those wooden things you're calling weapons were actually bought in
Vietnam. They were props for a television show here. They're not even
real!

F: They have lighter fluid in them. That's a dangerous explosive substance.
T: [impatient] It's a toy lighter in the shape of a gun. It's an old gun.
Wait, no, it's not a gun. It's just a piece of wood. It just looks like an old
pirate’s gun.

F: If they're fake why are they declared as objects from a historical
museum in Holland and sent back to Vietnam for an exhibition?

T: Well, it's a long story. We shot a television series based on actual
historic events that were an important part of Dutch history. And we sent
the props from the series to Holland for an exhibition. They loved them
so much that they decided to add them to their collection.

F: Why would a Dutch TV show be made in Vietnam?
T: [fumbling] It's not a Dutch TV show, it was made for Vietnamese TV.
It's a love story called Porcelain. [frantic] You wouldn’t understand, it's
complicated.

F: I remember seeing that series on TV a while ago. It was on VTV4 right?
T: [relieved, excited] Yes, yes, that's right... Wow, you saw the show?

F: Yes, I did. But it was a little difficult to understand. People from the
past trying to speak to people in the present...and mixed into a love story.
It was touching, but... it got too confusing.
T: It's a story where a woman in the present tries to affect the life of a
woman in the past. That was the main idea behind this series.

F: Doesn't it usually happen the other way around? Someone in the past
would try to change something in the future? What you're talking about
only happens in science fiction movies, not dramas.
T: [given up] Yes, but this is special, it's not just an ordinary love story. We
try to use a love story to challenge notions of history.

F: In what sense?

The Propeller Group & Superflex

T: Well, the story is based on the first shipment of porcelain from Asia to
Europe, some four hundred years ago. It was stolen by Dutch pirates and
auctioned off. It was extremely valuable because Europeans did not know
how to make it. The porcelain that was sold helped secure Holland's
financial status and helped them gain independence from Spain.

F: [interrupting] I would suggest you rethink it all.

T: What?

F: [matter-of-fact] Your ideas about authenticity are too simplistic. The
staging of history is happening around us all the time. We basically live
in a staged version of the past.

T: [stutters] But...

F: [continued] As if the past was a shopping mall where you could pick
and choose your lifestyle as easily as choosing a new wardrobe. How is
your story any different?

T: [confused] I'm not sure...I mean... I don't... [scrambling] I don't even
care much about authenticity.

F: That's exactly my point! You should care. Stop being so ironic and use
something real for your show. Don't use soulless things like fake guns
and broken vases.

T: [hesitant] Well... what should I do with this shipment from Holland
then?

F: Well, if a toy gun and fake props from Vietnam have become
important relics in Dutch history, then why not just send it back?

The final things are packed into the truck, which starts. Behind it, we see Tung,
a young man dressed in casual office clothes, holding a cellphone. Tung speaks.

T: You're saying that I shouldn't have anything in the exhibition then?
F: I'm saying that you should pick something authentic from Vietnam...
From that era, we have magnificent wood carvings, for instance. There
are also...

Srofn VietNam.

Tung removes the phone from his ear and slowly goes back into the house.

All video stills from FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE-CU CHI-DAY, 2010

Courtesy the artists

Hikaru Fuijii
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Born in 1976 in Tokyo. Lives and works in Tokyo.

Hikaru Fujii utilizes film to bridge art and activism. To engage
with specific historical moments and social issues related to systems of
dominance, he creates various forms of dialogue in order to document
tensions and seek out discourse and critique.

The Anatomy Classroom (2020), produced over four years, consists
of a thirty-six-minute film and a set of objects, including everyday tools,
fossils, a stuffed animal, and earthenware. In the beginning of the film,
which goes between Fukushima and Paris, it is revealed that the featured
objects have been removed from a museum, where they were once part of
a collection developed by a curator over twenty years to represent the local
community and its long history on the land. After the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear accident, the objects were evacuated from the museum, which is
located in the “difficult-to-return zone,” to avoid radioactive contamination
and biological damage, and have remained elsewhere to date. Fujii has
been closely following the displacement of these historical objects, while
organizing discursive events since 2016 on the crisis of memory and
culture brought about by catastrophe. In April 2019, in cooperation with
the curator, he brought a group of scholars, researchers, and artists to the
museum site.

A discussion in the anatomy classroom of the National School of Fine
Arts in Paris, which forms the axis of the work, was organized with the
2019 group, other speakers, and the audience. The speakers pose questions
on knowing and representing catastrophe, and share reflections on
multiple layers of time they saw in the museum and the specificity of the
crisis that has befallen its collection. They dialogue on a journey through
different perspectives and experiences, connecting the practice of history—
including the preservation of objects—with various problems arising from
catastrophes in the past and the future, while reflecting on the importance
of preserving time and memory to be prepared for uncertainties.

The work is at once a documentation of activities organized and
filmed by Fujii and an extended platform to share the discourses and
perspectives that emerged in the process, all intended to prompt the
present viewers to question how they perceive objects of catastrophe and
speculate on currents and layers of time. [KC]
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Objects displayed from the collection of Futaba Town Museum of History and Folklore in The Anatomy Classroom, 2020 | Photograph by Hikaru Fujii, March 2020

Hikaru Fujii
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Excerpt from the video The Anatonry Classroom

During the seventeenth century, in this school, art and medical students drew not
only the exterior form of the human body, but also the interior forms: bones and
muscles, blood vessels and organs. The dissection table on which the corpses were
cut is today in a corner of the classroom. Yet as a classic theme in Western art history,
which has constantly sought to imitate nature, anatomy classes are still held today.

The museum is now closed. To enter the building you have to change your shoes,
so as not to bring in any radioactive material from the outside world. Even though
radiation levels inside the concrete building were low, it nevertheless became an
unstaffed museum, with no power and no control over the air temperature. It faced
risks of theft, mold, deterioration, and damage caused by animals. The curators
entered the museum for a period of time and measured the radiation emitted from
each object, one by one. Those that met the safety criteria were carried out. It took
three years to complete this operation.

During the French Revolution, which began in 1789, citizens targeted for
destruction objects that represented the authority and conquest of past dynasties.
The revolution severed the continuity of history. Nevertheless, people rescued
objects inherited from the past and collected them. It is said that there was intense
political debate with the revolutionary government over the preservation of these
items. Were they to be accepted as now living another existence, different from
objects capable of restoring the ancient principles of the kingdom? Likewise, the
nuclear disaster is said to have severed the continuity of history, but I tried to draw a
continuous line over the division, which was deemed definitive, between before and
after, by intersecting the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant with the museum,
four kilometers away. Now, with the curator as guide, I invited people to come.

We were visiting a museum that was museified by the fact that it was being
visited. What we were visiting was an old museum that had changed functions
and become a museum of hospitality and of objects that typically only reside
in ethnology museums. I remember all of these temporal shocks when

we saw one of the only pieces that remained. Looking at this work, which
commemorated parades and horseback performances from ancient times, I
perceived many layers of time intermingling simultaneously. First of all, what
this piece represented from ancient times as a ritual practice. That was the
first layer of time, the most ancient. Then, it was shown to us as a piece that
remains from the museum. The second layer of time: we were driven back

to the time before the catastrophe. Then, the third layer of time, we were
constantly reminded that this museum is not a museum for these kinds of
artworks anymore, but is, in some senses, now a museum of a museum (as

it shows, in the museification of the museum, what was the museum in the
vestiges that remain). And at the same time (the fourth layer of time), we were
told that this museum, now deserted, proposed to the people of the area to
entrust objects and belongings they care about: the museum gave hospitality
to these things, with their own temporality. Which added other layers of time.
At least five times at the same time. We asked ourselves: Is time out of joint,
especially since the future is so problematic that we don't know what to do
with these things?

Here, ancient objects from long before the existence of humans, and objects that are

evidence of people who began living on the land several thousand years ago, were

arranged in a linear flow of time, from the distant past to the more recent past.
The artifacts presented ended in the 1950s, but the fact of the most recent
catastrophe adds a new temporal layer, indeed taking time out of joint. If
the museum reopens, the collections are already ready to integrate the 19605
construction of the nuclear power plants, including that of Fukushima
Daiichi, and the nuclear disaster that happened in 2011. So they are ready to
prolong, to stretch, the temporality that the museum would be the subject
of. For what purpose? So that we don't forget. I think the question that we
can ask ourselves now is: What does it mean to be lasting? How can we make
a project that lasts? How are we capable of conceiving of settling into the
temporality opened up by the nuclear catastrophe? It is not just something
that happened in 20115 it is something that needs to be thought about over a
very long period of time.
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Hikaru Fujii
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The community who inherits these things continues to face the crisis of survival.
Whether stable storage will be possible in the future is uncertain. It is not yet
possible to predict when and where these objects, for now kept in temporary
storage, will end up.

This idea of duration must be considered in a different way, if we consider
the catastrophe that has already taken place. There was indeed a tsunami,

et cetera. But the nuclear power plant is also a living being that perpetually
generates its own catastrophe, since we don't really know objectively, even
when we read the reports, what is going to happen to the plant. Dread is also
linked to something that can happen permanently, at any given time, whether
or not we know when. An in-between of something that is potentially there. I
find this tension very interesting.

There is a societal demand to respect the sovereignty of survivors who wish to forget
their traumatic memories. The “freedom of expression” formulated in the French
Revolution’s Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen was not without
limits. Political and economic powers were also at work, wishing to make the past
invisible. They say the future must not quote from the past. The material traces of
disaster can be erased. The space for expression is closed. A loss of memory had
occurred.

The term “representation” could also mean “it will re-present itself.” The
question of memory had been so obvious to me because of the tradition

to which I belong, particularly as a philosopher, where it is a question of
keeping the past present so that all is not lost. Here, the question of memory
is not at all like that. It's going to re-present itself, and you have to keep
that in mind to be ready for the next event. The question of constructing a
dike, the question of the museification of disaster objects—these questions
have been posed everywhere. The possibility of the re-presentation of such
a situation poses the question of knowing how to represent ourselves,
which completely bifurcates the question of representation and bifurcates
the relationship of the present and the past. And I think what has just been
discussed here, when you say that Chernobyl is the future of Fukushima,
and that Fukushima is our future, is this telescoping that we are talking
about. The question of representation comes into play.

My work is focused on questions about what it is like to be constantly
surprised by the enemy, to constantly be the underdog. What are all of these
economies? Because we know today that this is what is happening to all of
us, given what we know today about a number of things. We are faced with
this new regime, this new historicity, this type of presence of something
that is unforeseeable but pretends to be otherwise. All kinds of devices exist.
There are still humans who love their neighbor and so on. It’s all this stuff
that we try to touch at this end or that end, either in Towa (Fukushima),
with people who live with radiation constantly and try to abate it, and in
other axes of our research, as during our visit to this museum, which is

a different kind of concentration. You see, it's about living in hazardous
situations. We understand “hazard,” but less so hazard distributed, in such
hyper-specificity. We have tried to approach this thing, these economies of
uncertainty. But in addition to the poorly crafted uncertainty, which touches
too much on the structures of our insurance, it's something like that, with
this paradox of ultra-specificity.

When you approach the objects and examine them closely to understand the
complex and diverse activities of the town, you see the radiation dose indicated at
the moment of rescue. These objects are evidence of the existence of the town, but
each can also be said to be a material trace of the nuclear disaster. They are a savage
record of our time, created by us, inextricably entangled.

With the voices of Elisabeth Claverie, Vinciane Despret, Hikaru Fujii,
Sophie Houdart, and Natacha Nisic
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Carmen Caisuc #[1 See Practice and the Encounter with the Living Body as
Producing Theory | (PL 24> F5-€)FLDA 2 2—), [Revista Arte]

2017 45 H4 H https:/revistaarta.ro/en/i-see-practice/.

1—This and the following artist quote are from Carmen Casiuc,

“I See Practice and the Encounter with the Living Body as Producing Theory”
(interview with Alexandra Pirici), Revista Arte, May 4,2017,
https:/revistaarta.ro/en/i-see-practice/.

Born in 1982 in Bucharest, Romania. Lives and works in Bucharest.

Alexandra Pirici’s actions and performative works, which take place
in both the gallery and public spaces, use embodiment to explore history,
the production of meaning, and invisible structures of power. Through
movement—specifically of the body, whether physically or virtually
present—her work rereads historical and art narratives, turning objects
into actions via enactments or living sculptures, and resituating abstraction
in the living body. Pirici says: “I do believe in the importance of a strong
connection with the body not as some sort of essentialism, but as a means
of grounding theory into practice.”! In engaging with public monuments,
her actions explore potentialities of the collective body in space and time
in an attempt to interfere with the assigned meaning of said monuments
and their immutability.

Furthering the artist’s inquiry into the economy and circulation of
artworks, Parthenon Marbles (2017 ) is an immaterial version of the famous
sculptural ensemble, embodied by performers. This action addresses the
value of the sculptures as cultural capital in a legal and financial sense.
The original sculptures, which are a collection of classical Greek marble
inscriptions and architectural pieces, were originally part of the Parthenon
on the Athens Acropolis. A major portion of them have been held by
the British Museum since 1816, after being controversially removed by a
British ambassador. Greece has consistently sought their repatriation since
it gained independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1832, resulting in
an ongoing dispute that is regularly at the center of diplomatic relations
between Greece, who recently opened the Acropolis Museum to host the
marbles, and the United Kingdom, whose British Museum defends a vision
of universal culture.

Pirici’s action comments on this controversial repatriation request
as a metaphor and an entry point into a larger discussion about capital,
accumulation, circulation, redistribution, and the role of the arts in
today’s economy. It proposes both a performative repatriation and a
possibility of re-materialization beyond borders. This version of the
sculptural ensemble is “not ‘instead of the marble sculptures but as a
reminder, a metonym of their presence, as a gesture of reclaiming them
through the performers’ bodies.” Among other places, the marbles have
been embodied in 2017 by performers on the Acropolis of Athens, in
front of the Parthenon.

Complemented by research into the sculptures’ legal and financial
status, Parthenon Marbles offers a speculative journey into a “what if”
scenario of return. The accompanying textual layer performed is a result of
a collaboration with the writer Victoria Ivanova, and looks at the work in
relation to financial concepts as tools for identifying concrete but obscured
socioeconomic advantages of holding prized artifacts as well as a means
for redistributing value through dematerialization/re-materialization and
recirculation.

Usually embodied by five performers, two of whom should be Greek
or have some connection to Greece, the piece within the Tokyo exhibition
has been adapted for one Japan-based performer due to the global
coronavirus pandemic situation. As the artist states: “Although the alliance
of more bodies will be missing, the single live performer embodying the
Parthenon Marbles at this time marks an even stronger commitment to
liveliness, to free circulation and the possibility to move ideas and stories
across borders during a time of renewed territorial enclosures.” ~ [AP/ER]
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Following are excerpts from the textual layer of the ongoing performative action Parthenon Marbles,
written by Victoria Ivanova and Alexandra Pirici:

1
Within the British Museum, the marbles are “a part of the world's shared heritage and transcend
political boundaries, an important representation of ancient Athenian civilization in the context of
world history.” After refusing negotiations with Greece, in 2014 an important piece of the marbles
collection was loaned to the Hermitage Museum in Saint Petersburg, just as Russia's imperial ambitions
were reawakening after two decades of geopolitical marginality and as its ties with London’s financial
networks were consolidating. It turned out that even at the height of so-called globalization, circulation
of goods such as art objects could flow freely, but only as a currency that increased in value and passed
through the right hands.

2
Dance and finance share a rhythm, a sense of how value is made in motion, in circulation. Finance has
undone that separation of space and time between the local making of things and the ways in which
things circulate. But finance is also a form of planning—a way of allocating claims on the social product,
of showing how we are mutually indebted to one another. Derivatives reference a double life: they are
reinventions of things for themselves into matters of interest to others, of local capacities viewed from
the perspective of global attentions, of future prospects seen as present opportunities.

This insight was at the heart of new models of redistribution that were adopted by a large part of the

cultural sphere in 2020. The immaterial sculptures provide financial benefits from both their loaning
and their occasional display. They also helped in shifting expertise and history writing from being the
exclusive privilege of big institutions and former colonial powers within an ever-expanding economy
of attention as performative, live works became a major acquisition and display priority for museums
throughout the world.

A Facebook comment on the British Museum's profile states: “Love that museum. Just seeing the Rosetta
Stone is reason enough to go to the museum.” The Rosetta Stone is one of the twenty-five highlights of
the museum, just like the Parthenon Marbles. Considering collection highlights as accounting for 80
percent of the museum’s revenue, an institution in the UK wishing to display these performative marbles
should calculate the performers’ fees accordingly.
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Exhibition view, Conceal, cover with sand,
replicate, translate, restore, KADIST, Paris, 2017
Photograph by Ouidade Soussi-Chiadmi
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Photograph by Alexandra Masmanidi
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Exhibition view at the Stock Exchange Palace, Porto,
within Férum do Futuro, 2018
Photograph by Alexandra Pirici
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Exhibition view, General Rehearsal,
Moscow Museum of Modern Art, 2018
Photograph by Alexandra Pirici
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Parthenon Marbles, British Museum London (research image)
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Missing pieces of the Parthenon Marbles,

Acropolis Museum, Athens

Photograph by Alexandra Pirici
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Parthenon Marbles replicas and bits of the original sculptures,
Acropolis Museum, Athens

Photograph by Alexandra Pirici
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Mural in Kiyotosaku Oketsu Cave Tumulus, Futaba town, Fukushima | Photograph by Elodie Royer on April 25, 2019

Things Entangling—as seen from afar

Live in My Head

July 2020, I am finally starting to write this text. Almost everywhere, we've been in lockdown, our ways

of being, working, sharing time with family, friends, or colleagues instantly modified. The world and its
flows, as we knew them, have come to a standstill, and the economic, societal, and political consequences of
the COVID-19 pandemic have yet to come. Unlike my colleague, co-curator Kyongfa Che, based in Tokyo,
with whom Things Entangling was conceived, I am writing this from a distance, without having had the
opportunity to experience the show. Installed in early March before the lockdown, the exhibition remained
closed due to the spread of COVID-19. On June 9, the date it opened its doors, it began to exist through the
eyes and bodies of its many visitors; it still exists only in my imagination, though at times quite vividly, or
else fixed in images displayed on my computer screen.

“Solidarity in Solitary”

The only time I had the sense of visiting the exhibition in its entirety was while watching the video
documentation by Hikaru Fujii, COVID-19 May 2020, shot on May 5 and 6 during the pandemic!. When
Hikaru offered to film the exhibition while it was closed to the public, I was both moved and excited.
Probably because he became its first visitor, but especially because he offered to capture it in all its unreality:
that of an exhibition affected, on pause, on hold, in the dark.

“Filled with artworks that shed light on the global political, economic, social, and environmental crises
as revealed by the current state of emergency, what the exhibition delineates—the warning of catastrophe,
the violence against others (both human and non-human), and the prediction of extinction—seems to be
perfected in the unmanned museum without any audience. This video documentation captures current
confinements, closed national borders, city lockdowns, quarantines, and social distancing, as well as the
present moment of paradox—solidarity in solitary.”

What Hikaru filmed there at that point was also a sort of inaccessible space due to the public health
catastrophe. A paradoxical and dizzying gesture on the part of an artist who, since 2011, has consistently
filmed another inaccessible place, where life was more or less interrupted for an undetermined period of
time because of another disaster, the nuclear accident of the Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant.

Les nucléaires et les choses?

Hikaru's practice, engaged in the social and political space of its time, has been a red thread throughout
this curatorial collaboration between KADIST and the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, which
debuted in 2015. The following year, Hikaru began a process of reflection and research with the Futaba
Town Museum of History and Folklore as a point of departure, situated in the “difficult-to-return zone”
in Fukushima. He filmed the rescue and displacement outside the zone of this museum'’s collection of
archaeological, historical, or cultural artifacts, which have been in a sort of sanctuary there since the
catastrophe. He follows the actions, gestures, and reflections of its curator, Takamitsu Yoshino, and his
collaborators, charged with the protection and preservation of these objects and the knowledge they
contain about the territory they come from and the life of its community, struck by the triple disaster
of Tohoku. Expanding his field of research, Hikaru organizes discussions and records the voices of those
reflecting on the memory and representation of the catastrophes, along with the transfer of objects and the
meanings they provoke.

These objects from the Futaba collection?, could be described as resilient: they contain many layers of
history, from their creation to their uses, from their conservation as artifacts to the upheaval of their status
as collectible objects, since affected by the nuclear catastrophe. These are the objects that “resist” through
the multiple stories they contain: the collective foundations of a community and its transformations—in
short, everything the disaster was able to “undo” within this territory.

Things Entangling
Drawing on these displaced objects of Fukushima, the exhibition gathers works concerned with things
belonging to different registers—objects, artifacts, trees, and seeds, among other elements, living or
inanimate—and explores their interrelations regarding various contemporary catastrophes, whether natural
or engendered by human activity. They therefore have in common that resz/ience in their capacity to resist
time, to record various traumas, and to be transformed accordingly as a result.

As protagonists of our reconstructions of the past and our constructions of the present, on the scale of
our own lives and our societies, they are part of the configuration of our social realities, cultural identities, or
subjectivities.
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In the course of our research and our exchanges with Kyongfa, we turned toward artistic practices that
could summon anthropology, archacology, or historiography, not only to delve into a painful or unresolved
past but also to take other stories into account—or even to propose counter-narratives, to retrace forgotten or
unheard-of trajectories. The things these artists are interested in therefore are bearers of “new kinships and
lines of inventive connections.”*

The works in the exhibition mix eras, territories, materials, disciplines, but they are always located
someplace. As dense with collaborations as with conflicts, they are anchored in this damaged world that is
our own; they are alive with trouble. For the philosopher Donna Haraway: “Trouble is an interesting word.
It comes from a thirteenth-century French verb meaning ‘to stir up,” ‘to make cloudy,” ‘to disturb.” We—
all of us on Terra—are living in disturbing times, mixed-up times, troubling and turbid times. The task is to
become capable, with each other in all of our bumptious kinds, of response.”®

Ruptures of Meaning

In the exhibition, certain works bear witness to mechanisms of uprooting, displacement, or appropriation
applied throughout the course of colonialist and imperialist policies. Comparative Monument (Shellal) (2014~
2017 ) by Tom Nicholson imagines the symbolic repatriation of a mosaic through its identical reproduction,
a Byzantine work from a sixth-century church near Gaza with animistic iconography, carried off and sent

to Canberra by Australian soldiers during World War I. The violence of these methods of extraction from
one culture by (for) another—the very foundation of the constitution of most museum collections—is also
contained in the piece by Pio Abad, who is interested in the complexities of hegemonic power (here in
Romania or in the Philippines) and in its representation through the appropriation of precious objects to
serve the construction of a nationalist narrative. Alexandra Pirici offers a gesture of reparation that could be
likened to Nicholson's, but in an immaterial form. Through the bodies of performers, she brings to life the
Parthenon Marbles and the complexity of their history, looted by the British from Greece, and still held today
in the British Museum in London. These works, by means of copies or reproductions, allow these objects

to come to life while also highlighting the ruptures of meaning they underwent as a result of their various
displacements. By extension, they reveal the underlying political and economic stakes, and the mechanisms
of power on which imperialist countries have been built. The Propeller Group & Superflex address this as
well, with humor, when in their film FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE —CU CHI-DAY (2010) they feature an almost
philosophical conversation with a FedEx agent on the question of cultural appropriation following the
seizure at customs of artifacts—which turn out to be copies.

The Capacity of Objects to Act

“When it leaves its original society, an object always takes on new meanings that are projected onto it at
different times by different audiences who appropriate it in their own way. Without falling into mysticism,
one cannot deny that art objects possess a force and a secret. The secret is simple to define. An object is
meaning materialized in a form, to which it is attached from birth. But the fact is—and this is the problem—
that a form can always become detached from its original meaning and take on new meanings that have
nothing to do with the intentions that gave birth to it.”” If our societies are built in part from the meaning
and value we attribute to objects, what becomes the deep, enduring original meaning of these objects, once
they are uprooted and assigned to new stories? The installations by Dale Harding with Hayley Matthew and
Kapwani Kiwanga touch on the spiritual and even magical charge that objects often have, inherited from
their ancestors, and their capacity to act on reality. Through artistic manipulation, these artists explore the
ways in which an object can transmit another type of knowledge—tactile, emotional, or interpersonal—by
engaging with it in a performative way, in an attempt to free it from the colonial or official discourse into
which it was transplanted.

“The Texture of the World"
While some artists reestablish possible anchors, emphasizing the trajectories of manufactured objects and
their intangible inheritance, others seek these anchors in the study of elements issued from nature. By taking
an interest in ways of preserving seeds, for example, from traditional agricultural procedures to those of the
globalized world, Jumana Manna sheds light on our modes of consumption, from survival to overproduction.
Asako Iwama deploys research around methods of pine resin extraction, and its military use by the Japanese
army to fuel its planes during World War II. These practices reveal the extent to which human activity
throughout the twentieth century has contributed to the discrediting of nature and the vampirization of its
resources in favor of a race for development. Which is what the mixrice collective takes on, too, in Plants That
Evolve (in some way or other) (2013 ), following the displacements in South Korea of ancient trees from one
territory to another, depriving entire communities of their roots, with the sole aim of facilitating the urban
and economic growth of the country.

Clearly, our environment is not just what surrounds us, something interchangeable or replaceable, but a
space where multiple particles and trajectories issued from various temporalities and different realms of the
living and the non-living are interposed and interlaced: an entwining that, according to the anthropologist

Tim Ingold, creates “the texture of the world.”®

In the desire for a more harmonious occupation of our territories, Yukihisa Isobe has developed a
pioneering body of work since the 19605, blending environmental planning—a process that considers the
natural environment in light of social, political, and economical factors—and abstract representation. This
engagement finds an echo in the meditative and speculative fiction of Liu Chuang, in the way he explores
systems of the exploitation of nature where our social and economic behaviors are inscribed in forms of
domination, and indeed destruction.

Wandering in the Wind °

The sun, the weather, a cyclone, a life cycle? I still wonder about the meaning of the spiral represented in
this cave painting' that dates from the seventh century and is located in Futaba, a few kilometers from the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. I took this photo when we, along with Call it anything, a collective
of international researchers based in France!, were invited by Hikaru to enter the difficult-to-return zone
to visit the Futaba museum. When the curator of the museum, Takamitsu Yoshino, led us to a site near the
elementary school that had remained unchanged since March 11,2011, we did not know what we would
find. This painting on the wall was like an apparition, an image emerging from the past that was juxtaposed
with the present of the forbidden zone, and its future still unknown, interrupted by contamination for a
number of years. Like a temporal rift, it came to break up the linear time of that day, during which various
layers of time constantly collided with each other: from the archaeological ruins present throughout this
territory to the long duration of radioactive decay.

This very real experience of a “time out of joint™'* only reinforced this question: How many catastrophes
must we face before we seriously consider the consequences of capitalism and especially what is required in
terms of reinvention in our societies and our ecosystems? “The winds of the Anthropocene carry ghosts—the
vestiges and signs of past ways of life still charged in the present, they carry the traces of more-than-human
histories through which ecologies are made and unmade.”" To seck out and gather these “more-than-human
histories,” adventurous, independent, or local, to shake up our modes of knowledge, to cultivate care: the
polyphony of approaches and points of view of the artists assembled here bring perspectives marked by the
entangling of the living and the non-living, playing on the infinite mobility of the positions they occupy,
both real and imaginary; yesterday, today, or tomorrow.

Elodie Royer

Translated from the French by Jeanine Herman

1 Stills from this video documentation are represented pages 102, 104 and 106. It can be viewed online here: https://vimeo.
com/420945896.

Hikaru Fujii, Facebook post, May 22,2020.

3 Les nucléaires et les choses [Nuclear power and things] was the title of the solo exhibition Hikaru Fujii presented at KADIST in
Paris, May 19—July 28,2019. The link https://kadist.org/program/hikaru-fujii-les-nucleaires-et-les-choses/

Some of these objects are reproduced in this publication on page 74.

S Donna J. Haraway, Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene (Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2016),
introduction.

6 Donna Haraway, Staying with the Trouble, introduction.

7 Preface by Maurice Godelier, in Sally Price, Arts primitifs; regards civilisés, trans. Jaenine Herman (Paris: Ecole Nationale des Beaux-
Arts de Paris, 2006).

Tim Ingold, Being Alive: Essays on Movement, Knowledge and Description (London: Routledge, 2011), pages 70-71.

9 During our initial discussions about this exhibition with Kyongfa, wind was a recurring and metaphorical motif of the trajectories
and displacements that inhabit the exhibition. “Wandering in the Wind" was taken from an eponymous action by the Japanese
collective PLAY, done in 1976: Wind! Unlike when we drift on a stream, we should always walk steadfastly against the wind. In the
Sarobetsu Wilderness in Hokkaido, the very wind of creation blows unceasingly. We walked against the wind there for five days.

1

1

(=}

The painting was discovered in 1997 during the construction of the Futaba Municipal Minami Elementary School, on page 86.

=

Call it anything is a collective based in France and supported by F93, which since 2012 has developed a set of research and public

initiatives with the disaster of Fukushima as their point in common.

12 This expression is used in reference to the philosopher Vinciane Despret, a member of the collective Call it anything, who,
following a visit to the Futaba Museum, formulated the idea of “constant temporal collision.” Here is an excerpt of her remarks
from the film by Hikaru Fujii, The Anatomy Classroom, 2020 “: A phrase by Shakespeare that I never understood’, The time is out
of joint,"appeared to me in all of its splendor and clarity at that moment. Because we were visiting a museum that was museified
by the fact that it was being visited. Thus, what we were visiting was an old museum that had changed functions and became a
museum of hospitality and of objects that typically only reside in ethnology museums... It takes some time as a candidate for a
pressure cooker to enter a museum collection. What I mean is that it is almost like an antique of the contemporary. [...] So we find
ourselves with five times at the same time. We asked ourselves: Is time out of joint, especially since the future is so problematic
that we don’t know what to do with these things?”

13 Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, Nils Bubandt, Elaine Gan, Heather Anne Swanson, eds., Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet: Ghosts and

Monsters of the Anthropocene (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2017 ).
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UEkM G 2 L (R H 1202045 HSH.6H) | Hikaru Fujii, stills from video documentation COVID-19 MAY 2020 (filmed on May 5 and 6, 2020)
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%71 : Goodman Gallery (m> k)

FAN IN=FRYTEANL) — 2 V2 —

ELCHETTRID 3 —H3

185g D7V ¥ M B+ AR, G
%113 X 175 cm, Gt 6 B A i) 28
1477 : Milani Gallery (79 2~<>)

FTORG IN—F K A=IS=T Ly IR

FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE-CU CHI-DAY
2010

SYINF PV FIETF

535"

KADIST jik

WEHE

Ay

2020

FREE MY JRE sl AR R B IR
SYINF LY AN TF

36°00% JBRYAZXAE
oy AR R AR B E R AR

TLIHVRZ Y F

IIVT )V e =TV
2017
ISTH—=NTAT T IVaY
JRRYA XA A
KADIST ji&

102 | 103


https://vimeo.com/420945896.
https://vimeo.com/420945896.

Works in the Exhibition

Notes:

— The works are listed in order of appearance
in the exhibition.

- For each work, the information provided is
the artist's name, title, production year, material,
dimensions, and collection information.
Credits lines are added as needed.

— All copyrights belong to the respective artists
unless otherwise indicated.

Tom Nicholson

Comparative Monument (Shellal)

2014-2017

Grass tesserae mosaics, wooden boxes,

2 channel digital video (16:9)

Display dimensions variable,

video: 6"017/left, 13"39"/right

Collection of Art Gallery of New South Wales,
Contemporary Collection Benefactors and Patrick
White Fund 2017

Pio Abad

The Collection of Jane Ryan & William Saunders
2014-2019

Postcard reproductions of Old Master paintings
sequestered from Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos
and sold by Christie’s on behalf of the Philippine
Commission on Good Government, 98 sets,
unlimited copies

Display dimensions variable

Splendour

2019

5 inkjet prints on matte laminated PVC sheet
Display dimensions variable

mixrice

Plants That Evolve (in some way or other)
2013

14 inkjet prints, 2 channel video
Display dimensions variable,

video: 14"00"/left, 10"21"/right,

prints: 95 x 75 cm each

Jumana Manna

Yukihisa Isobe

Asako Iwama

Personal Landscape: Pithiviers

2000-2001

Mixed media on the map published by French
National Institute of Geography

88 x 68 cm, scale: 1/25,000

Collection of Museum of Contemporary Art
Tokyo

Personal Landscape: Royére-de-vassiviére
2000-2001

Mixed media on the map published by French
National Institute of Geography

88 x 68 cm, scale: 1/25,000

Courtesy of Art Front Gallery, Tokyo

Personal Landscape: Peyrehorade (Végétation)
2000-2001

Mixed media on the map published by French
National Institute of Geography

88 x 68 cm, scale: 1/25,000

Collection of Museum of Contemporary Art
Tokyo

Personal Landscape: St. Vincent de Tyrosse
2000-2001

Mixed media on the map published by French
National Institute of Geography

88 x 68 cm, scale: 1/25,000

Collection of Museum of Contemporary Art
Tokyo

Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
Condition map of earthquake danger areas, Osaka
Bay area

1976

Paper, ink marker

107.5 x 107.5 cm, scale: 1/100,000

Courtesy of Art Front Gallery, Tokyo
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
Condition map of flood danger zones, Osaka Bay area
1976

Paper, ink marker

107.5 x 107.5 cm, scale: 1/100,000

Courtesy of Art Front Gallery, Tokyo
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency:
Condition map of steeply sloping area and landslide
danger area, Osaka Bay area

1976

Paper, ink marker

107.5 x 107.5 cm, scale: 1/100,000

Courtesy of Art Front Gallery, Tokyo
Investigation for Japan National Land Agency: Urban
disaster prevention plan, Mt. Rokko area

1979

Paper, ink marker

59.2 x 42 cm, scale: 1/25,000

Courtesy of Art Front Gallery, Tokyo

Cache (Insurance Policy)

2018-2019

Ceramics and tadelakt (consists of concrete,
lime, pigments), steel grids, plinths

Display dimensions variable

Wind Direction Undefinable

1998

Mixed media

435 x 517 cm

Courtesy of Art Front Gallery, Tokyo

Pinocchio

2020

Resin, glass, plaster, photopolymer, copper tube,
linen fiber, PVC tube

Dimensions variable

Display in collaboration with:

Fotini Lazaridou-Hatzigoga

Support: Margriet Thissen from Jan van Eyck
Academie, Wilfried Hanke from Quarz &
Glasbliserei Horst Miller, SCULPTUREBERLIN

Liu Chuang

Bitcoin Mining and Field Recordings of Ethnic
Minorities

2018

3 channel video

40700”

Courtesy of Antenna Space, Shanghai

Kapwani Kiwanga

Rumours That Maji Was a Le...

2014

Mixed media installation

Display dimensions variable

Courtesy of Goodman Gallery, London

Dale Harding with Hayley Matthew

Know them in correct judgement - Gami

2020

Ochre on 185 gms Arches paper, budgeroo timber,
manuscript, pedestal

Display dimensions variable,

113 x 175 cm each, 6 pieces

Courtesy of Milani Gallery, Brisbane

The Propeller Group & Superflex

FADE IN: EXT. STORAGE-CU CHI-DAY
2010

Single channel video

535"

Collection of KADIST

Hikaru Fujii

The Anatonry Classroom

2020

Artifacts from the collection of the Futaba Town
Museum of History and Folklore in Fukushima
Prefecture, single channel video

Display dimensions variable, video: 36" 00”
Support: Futaba Town Board of Education

Alexandra Pirici

Parthenon Marbles

2017

Ongoing performative action
Dimensions variable

Collection of KADIST
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Curatorial collaboration between
the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo (MOT) and KADIST

Initiated in 2015 by curators Kyongfa Che (MOT) and

Elodie Royer (KADIST), this collaboration has unfolded across

a series of three exhibitions based on artistic forms of engagement
in contemporary society.

Almost nothing, yet not nothing

A collective exhibition as part of MOT Satellite 2017

October 7 —November 12,2017

Arts and Science Lab in Tokyo University of the Arts Ueno Campus

and Kiyosumi-shirakawa
[Artists]
Eric Baudelaire
Julius Koller
Myriam Lefkowitz
Wendelien van Oldenborgh
Motohiro Tomii

Les nucléaires et les choses

Solo exhibition by Hikaru Fujii
May 18 — July 28,2019
KADIST, Paris

Things Entangling
Collective exhibition

June 9 — September 27, 2020 #Dates changed from March 14 —June 14,2020
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo

[Artists]

Pio Abad

Hikaru Fujii

Dale Harding with Hayley Matthew

Yukihisa Isobe

Asako Iwama

Kapwani Kiwanga

Liu Chuang

Jumana Manna

mixrice

Tom Nicholson

Alexandra Pirici

The Propeller Group & Superflex

About KADIST

KADIST believes contemporary artists make an important
contribution to a progressive society, their work often addressing
key issues of our time. As a non-profit organization dedicated

to exhibiting the work of artists represented in its collection,
KADIST encourages this engagement and affirms contemporary
art's relevance within social discourse. Its programs develop
collaborations with artists, curators, and many art organizations
around the world, facilitating new connections across cultures.
Local programs in KADIST's hubs of Paris and San Francisco
include exhibitions, public events, residencies, and educational
initiatives. Complemented by an active online network, they aim at
creating vibrant conversations about contemporary art and ideas.
Co-founders: Sandra Terdjman, Vincent Worms

Kadist Steering Committee: Marie Martraire, Joseph del Pesco,
Sandra Terdjman, Emilie Villez, Vincent Worms
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https://www.mot-art-museum.jp/exhibitions/mot-satellite-2/
https://kadist.org/program/hikaru-fujii-les-nucleaires-et-les-choses/
https://www.mot-art-museum.jp/exhibitions/kadist-art-foundation/
https://kadist.org/program/almost-nothing-and-yet-not-nothing/
https://kadist.org/program/hikaru-fujii-les-nucleaires-et-les-choses/
https://kadist.org/program/tokyo-things-entangling/
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Note on the allegation against sexual misconduct by Chulmo Yang, a former member of mixrice

This exhibition includes the work “Plants That Evolve (in some way or other)” (2013 ) by the
Korean artists’ collective mixrice. In late June 2020, we were informed that one member (now-
former) of mixrice, Chulmo Yang, had been accused and admitted to making inappropriate
and sexual remarks to former colleagues while working on an independent project. The case
has since ignited a lot of debates in the cultural scene in South Korea in the midst of ongoing
#Metoo movement, and Yang made a public apology through his Facebook. He was excluded
from the collective, and mixrice is now run by three artists (Jungwon Kim, Gyeol Ko, and
Jieun Cho).

As organizers of the exhibition, the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo and KADIST have
investigated this case and published a first statement in July on each of our websites in order
to affirm we condemn any form of sexual misconduct and stand in solidarity with the people
who have suffered from and stood against sexual violence. Subsequently, we received a request
to remove the work from the exhibition by the support group of the victims in Korea in August.
We took this request seriously and considered various ethical and moral priorities as cultural
institutions.

Discussions on whether or not works should be dismissed because of the wrongdoing
of their producers have been ongoing in different cultural fields. Each case has its own
complexity and implication, and it is not possible to defend all works for the autonomy of art.
Nor is it to negate them because they were created by an individual suspected or confirmed
to have engaged in serious misconduct. In this particular case, we deem it important to
acknowledge that the work was made by a collective and with the contribution of other
mixrice members than Chulmo Yang.

Moreover, as art institutions, we share—and ensure a space for—critical insights into our
society through the presentation of art. In this case, instead of removing the artwork from public
view, we have decided to initiate other ways to call attention to the ongoing issues of gender
inequality and sexual violence. We will thus continue to display the work until the exhibition
closes on September 27 alongside this present text as a new gallery label to underline the
importance of making these issues more visible and institutions’ decision-making transparent.

To start fostering an attitude of vigilance, we are also providing on KADIST website a
growing list of resources about sexual harassment and institutional responses. We hope these
elements will open up conversations and raise the awareness of our audiences toward ongoing
issues of gender inequality and sexual violence.

Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
KADIST
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Things Entangling

Exhibition

June 9-September 27,2020
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo

Organized by the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo (MOT), operated by
Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture, and KADIST
Under the patronage of Ambassade de France / Institut frangais du Japon
Grants from Takashimaya Cultural Foundation, Arts Council Korea,
Institut frangais, and Australian Embassy Tokyo

Corporate support: JAPAN AIRLINES and LYURO

Special support: Futaba Town Board of Education, Fukushima

Curators: Kyongfa Che (MOT), Elodie Royer (KADIST)

Public relations: Chiako Kudo (MOT), Mariko Okamoto (MOT)

Education programs: Yasunori Goh (MOT), Akane Torii (MOT)

Online programs: Amanda Nudelman (KADIST), Sophie Potelon (KADIST)
assisted by Francesca Maltagliati (KADIST)

Collection: Martina Sabbadini (KADIST)

Exhibition assistants: Yoshitaro Inami (MOT), Miki Morioka (MOT)

Exhibition design consultant: HIGURE 17-15 cas
Lighting design: LIGHT MASTER CO., LTD.
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