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YOSHIDA Katsuro’s Three-dimensional Object Period 1968-1972

YAMAMOTO Masami

Summary

YOSHIDA Katsuro 1943-1999 ,who is famous for his work as a Mono-ha artist, pro-
duced three-dimensional objects for a period of four years, from 1968-1972. In this es-
say, I will focus on these three-dimensional objects, that later came to be known as
‘Mono-ha works’, referring to his work notes and records of the art world from that time
in an effort to gain a deeper understanding of YOSHIDA intentions and the conditions
of the time.

YOSHIDA began to work on his three-dimensional objects from 1968. After graduat-
ing from Tama Art University in March that year, YOSHIDA joined the Fujimicho Atelier
that was run on a voluntary basis by graduates of SAITO Yoshishige’s class. He took part
in various open and group exhibitions and from 1969 to 1970 he was invited to partici-
pate in special exhibitions at museums, including the Gendai bijutsu no doko Trends in
Contemporary Art exhibition at the National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto. These exhi-
bitions included numerous works in which there was a tendency to display ‘mono’
things or materials in their unembellished form and YOSHIDA's work was representative
of this trend. Also at this time special editions of Bijustsu Techo Art Notebook and Ba
so toki Open Place, Phase, Time Open were published, featuring discussions with
SEKINE Nobuo or other members of the Mono-ha, and YOSHIDA was able to witness an
exciting period that called for new type of art.

The 1st International Print Seoul Biennale in 1970 offered YOSHIDA the opportunity
to participate in an international exhibition for the first time then in 1971 he made his
first overseas trip to take part in the 7" Paris Youth Biennale. Influenced by this experi-
ence, he decided to study in London for one year from 1973.

He studied printing techniques in London, but more importantly, his stay there
marked his first major step as an artist and it was his experiences from 1968-1972 that
formed the base for this career. It can be said that the creative environment he enjoyed
at this time and the experiences he had as an exhibitor are what created the foundation

upon which he was to build his life as an artist.
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