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Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo (MOT) will celebrate its Grand Reopening in late March 2019, 

almost three years after closing to upgrade its equipment and improve its utility as a museum building. 

The renovation is the first major rehab of the building since the museum’s inauguration in 1995. 

To mark the Grand Reopening, MOT wil l  hold two concurrent exhibit ions—one in i ts special 

exhibition galleries (3 floors) and one in its collection galleries (2 floors)—to thoroughly display 

its collection on a large scale in the entire space of the museum. 

The collection of MOT consists of some 5,200 works in total. At its core are 3,000 pieces relocated 

to MOT, upon its opening in 1995, from Ueno’ s Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, a home for exhibitions 

of ontemporaneous art since 1926. An addit ional 2,200 pieces have been acquired by MOT. 

Distinguishing the collection are artworks of striking originality that captured attention in each era—

works which looked in new direct ions and broke from convent ional l ineages of art  history. 

Through exhibits installed throughout the entire museum, this Grand Reopening presentation will 

comprehensively re-examine the collection at MOT, whose scope extends from avant-garde works 

of the pre- and postwar years to contemporary works created in this century. To broadly inquire 

into MOT’ s significance as a museum that has examined the artistic endeavors of each successive 

era will be a valuable undertaking at a time when MOT is embarking anew.   

The Special Exhibition will take new perspectives on MOT’s collection to substantiate the special 

character of i ts holdings—artworks acquired through exhibit ions and investigative research, 

and archival materials held in the museum library. The MOT Collection exhibition, meanwhile, 

will focus on the collection’s most recent additions and feature works acquired in recent years.
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This exhibition will survey the Japanese art of the past 100 years, from the 1910s to 2010s, 

through works mainly in the museum’s collection. Its aim—to show how the artists, by taking 

a discerning critical perspective, have selected strands of already established and radically new 

and techniques, and woven their own distinctive worlds. From the 1920s era of KISHIDA Ryusei 

to the present day, artists in each generation have studied the issues specific to their time 

and created works that critically examine the “circumstances of Japanese art.” 

In its narrative on modern and contemporary Japanese art, the exhibition will not situate 

the artists in the context of a static view of history; instead it wil l look at the particular 

practice of the artist who, by selectively adopting elements, was able to arouse his subject. 

It will furthermore display artworks whose subject matter relates to the Kiba district where 

the museum is located, a community that has witnessed dramatic change these 100 years. 

By surveying the artistically important works that punctuate Japanese modern / contemporary 

art  history, in gal ler ies on al l  three of the museum’s f loors, the exhibi t ion wi l l  prof i le 

the history of one hundred years.

For the first time, the entire special exhibition galleries on three floors will be devoted to 

displaying the powerful ly experimental works of this museum, dating from 1910 to 

the present, from the perspective of their connection with the art of today.

Japanese modern / contemporary art will be examined from the perspective of artists 

who selected among diverse art styles and techniques, old and new, to form a creative, 

critical relationship with society. From this, the path-breaking character of their artistic 

endeavor, taking as its subject their own predicament of creating art in Japan— a nation 

with a hybrid culture—will grow clear. 

Besides selected artworks, valuable archive materials from the pre-war era will also be 

presented from the museum’s collection, which has evolved with changing landscape of 

contemporary art. They will include magazines of the Sosaku-hanga ( “creative prints” ) 

art movement from the museum library.
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1. KISHIDA Ryusei,  
    Self-Portrait Sent to Mr.TSUBAKI,  1914

2. NAKAHARA Minoru,  Baby Cedar,  1947

5. Ay-O,  Pastoral,  1956

7. MORIMURA Yasumasa,  Portrait ( Shonen1, 2, 3 ) ,  1988 9. KATO Izumi,  Untitled,  20138. IZUMI Taro,  Steak House,  
    2009

4. KATSURA Yuki,  Resistance,  1952

3. TSURUOKA Masao,  Heavy Hand,  1949

6.YOKOO Tadanori,  KOSHIMAKI-OSEN,  
  Gekidan Jokyo Gekijo,  1966
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11. TANADA Koji,  statue of rain,  201610. NAKAZONO Koji,  Untitled,  2012

Currently, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo holds some 5,200 pieces in its collection, 

which spans the modern and contemporary periods with a focus on art of the postwar years. 

MOT regularly features the works in “MOT Collection” exhibitions, choosing a different theme 

each term to show the diverse appeal of contemporary art, and contriving to enable viewing 

the same artwork from different perspectives.

Having newly acquired some 300 works during its three-year closure, the museum will focus 

on these new acquisitions in its “MOT Collection” exhibitions this fiscal year, to mark its 

Grand Reopening. In term one, the exhibition will spotlight works produced in the 2010s and 

also unveil earlier collected works that have undergone restoration. In MOT’s newly renovated 

galleries, thus, people familiar with MOT’s collection and those viewing it for the first time 

will be able to enjoy fresh encounters with each of the works.  
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Fri. 29. March  －  Sun. 16. June. 2019

Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
Special Exhibition: Exhibition Gallery 3F, 1F, B2F       
MOT Collection Exhibition: Collection Gallery 1F, 3F

Tokyo Metropolitan Government, 
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo　
(Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture)

SEKI Naoko / YABUMAE Tomoko

MUTA Yukihide / NISHIKAWA Mihoko / FUJII Aki / CHINZEI Yoshimi 

Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
Public Relations     Mihoko Nakaj ima /  Chiako Kudo
TEL +81- 3 - 5245- 1134 
E-MAIL  mot -pr@mot-ar t . jp
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IMAGES REQUEST FORM

We have 11 PR images for the members of the press for the sole purpose of creating or supporting 
timely news stories related to the exhibition. Use of the press images for any other purpose requires 
the additional prior permission of the museum and may also require the additional prior permission of 
third-party rights holders. Obtaining these permissions is the sole responsibility of the press user. 

Press images may not be reproduced, or published by commercial stock houses or archives 
under any circumstances. 

Press images must be reproduced in their entirety, and must include the identifying information 
provided by the museum, including proprietary collection information, credit lines, copyright, 
and trademark notices, if any. Images may not be cropped, detailed, overprinted, or altered.

Name of the publication

Publication genre :  TV  /  Radio  /  Newspaper  /  Magazine  /  Website  /  Other

On-sale date  /  Airdate

Your name 

E-mail add　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 TEL 

Please 　 in the box for the image/s you request.

Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
Publ ic  Re la t ions     M ihoko Naka j ima /  Ch iako  Kudo
T E L +81- 3 - 5245- 1134 
E-MAIL  mot -pr@mot-ar t . jp
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