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[Exhibition Overview] 
 

To celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Ars Electronica, the worldwide media art festival held annually in Linz, Austria, the Museum 

of Contemporary Art, Tokyo (MOT) will mount Cyber Arts Japan, a special media art exhibition, focusing particularly on art and 

technology in Japan.  

 The ties between Ars Electronica and Japan have been close since the festival’s founding in 1979, thanks to the many Japanese artists 

who have participated and won awards in the festival. They include Isao Tomita, Ryuichi Sakamoto and Toshio Iwai, and Maywa 

Denki, for example. Cyber Arts Japan will focus on the works from the festival to explore new possibilities for connecting art, science 

and technology, and society. 

 This exhibition, organized with the support of Ars Electronics Linz GmbH, presents, for the first time, a group of significant video 

documents and reference materials that narrate the thirty-year history of the festival. The exhibition’s several sections will include 25 

projects and 50 works of art. In addition to work by prizewinners from the past and this year’s prizewinning works, a Device Art 

exhibition at the Ars Electronica Center will be synchronized with Cyber Arts Japan, and a networked deconstruction and reconstruction 

project , in tribute to the Museum of the Future, will link Linz and the Tokyo exhibition site in real time. Cyber Arts Japan will also present 

high-profile media art that finds its material in new hybrid domains such as giving visual expression to literary works, digital public 

art, and space art. 

 Cyber Arts Japan will be held conjunction with the Japan Media Arts Festival, the Agency for Cultural Affairs event at the National Art 

Center, Tokyo. Plans also call for cooperating with related institutions in Japan such as the NTT Intercommunication Center [ICC]. The 

simultaneous MOT Collection exhibition will present work by Jikken Kobo (Experimental Workshop) as well as the Entrance Space 

Project, a large mural by “vagabond” artist Takehiko Inoue, as it examines trailblazers in media art and the present state of the media 

art domain. Bringing together a significant cluster of interactive, participatory works, events, and films, this exhibition will be a 

valuable opportunity to reconsider what the power of expression in Japan means and to explore where the next generation of media 

artists may take us.  Exhibition Official Website: www.mot-art-museum.jp/exhibition/cyberarts 
 
What Is Ars Electronica? 
Ars Electronica, launched in the city of Linz, Austria, on the banks of the Danube, in 1979, has become the world’s largest electronic 

art festival. Celebrating its thirtieth anniversary in 2009, Ars Electronics has become an international setting for digital art and media 

culture, through its museum, the Ars Electronica Center, the annual Ars Electronica Festival, the Prix Ars Electronica, and Futurelab, 

its media art R&D lab. The Ars Electronica Festival is held each September on a specific theme, such as “Code,” “Simplicity,” or 

“New Cultural Economy.” During the five days of the festival, over 100,000 people gather in Linz for an amazing variety of over one 

hundred events, including the CyberArts exhibition of Prix Ars Electronica prizewinning works (in the categories shown below), the 

Ars Electronica Gala, Klangworke (Cloud of Sound), a vast musical event on the Danube, and Campus, a cooperative program 

between Ars Electronica and academic institutions. In conjunction with the selection of Linz as the 2009 European Capital of Culture, 

a new permanent facility, the Ars Electronica Center, opened in January of 2009. There Ars Electronica Futurelab carries out R&D in 

media art, while the center as a whole, a success model for how art and technology have changed society (a city), is the base from 

which many new talents are reaching the rest of the world.  Ars Electronica Website: www.aec.at/about_about_en.php 

 
The Eight Grand Prix Categories 
Computer Animation/Film/VFX Interactive Art  Digital Music   Hybrid Art 

Digital Communities  U19—Freestyle computing [the next idea] Grant   Media Art research Award 
 
Events during the Festival 
During the festival in September, the Gala (awards ceremony) is held at the Brucknerhaus, a festival and conference center named 

after the musical genius Anton Bruckner. During that ceremony, the Golden Nicas (the grand prizes), Awards of Distinction, 

Honorable Mentions, and other awards are presented. The winners of the Golden Nicas and Awards of Distinction give 

presentations at the Prix Ars Electronica Forum during the festival. The OK Center for Experimental Art (the OK Center for 

Contemporary Art, Upper Austria) hosts CyberArts, an exhibition of prizewinning work. The Ars Electronica Center displays 

prizewinning work from U19—Freestyle Computing, the section for young people in Austria. The prizewinners in the Computer 

Animation/Film/VFX category are screened in the special Electronica Theatre. The musicians who win awards in the Digital Music 

category introduce their works in performances at club events and concerts. Participation by the Japanese institutions IAMAS (2004) 

and the University of Tokyo (2008) has been warmly received in Campus, the academic exhibition.  



[Exhibition Highlights] 
  
What’s Media Art? 
This exhibition is designed to provide an opportunity to think about a subject now much discussed, media art/media arts. Media art is a 

form of art characterized by its participatory nature and by the use primarily of media that have appeared since the Age of Mechanical 

Reproduction, particularly computers and other electronic equipment. Media art in Japan was pioneered by avant-garde art groups in 

the 1950s and was quite active in the 1980s and 1990s. The encouragement of media art under the Fundamental Law for the Promotion 

of Culture and Arts (2001) and the introduction of the study of imaging media in Japans elementary and junior high school curricula in 

2002 have provided further impetus. Since the Power of Expression, JAPAN exhibition of 2007 (commemorating the tenth Japan Media Arts 

Festival and the opening of the National Art Center, Tokyo), media art has been seen as a vital nexus connecting manga, animation, 

games, films, and other media. Interest is growing in supporting young artists in this field and in considering the form of media art 

center to come. 

    

Early Documentary Videos: The first special Ars Electronica exhibition in Japan 
Cyber Arts Japan, the first special exhibition of its kind in Japan, introduces the history of Ars Electronica, widely known as the largest 

media art festival in the world, with a focus on Japanese involvement in the festival. Here visitors will see a thirty-year record of 

awe-inspiring exercise of the imagination in works by Japanese artists unveiled to the world through Ars Electronica. 

 

Introducing Historic Prizewinners 
Cyber Arts Japan will present the prizewinning work and more recent work by prizewinners in all eight of the Prix Ars Electronica 

categories, except for u19, which is a domestic Austrian award, and the Media Art Research Award, which is for theoretical work. The 

work exhibited in the Computer Animation/Film/VFX, Interactive Art, Digital Music, Hybrid Art, Digital Communities, and The Next 

Idea categories will offer the opportunity to experience the many modes of expression and messages to society embedded in these 

works, which include delightful participatory works as well as works of tranquil beauty. 
    
Installations Showcasing Japan’s Power of Expression 
What is the power of expression, Japan? It is warmly appreciated by the Milano Salone in Europe and by ACM SIGGRAPH in the 

United States, was acclaimed for “packing spirit and skill into small objects.” Now the Device Art project in this exhibition (with the 

participation of Hiroo Iwata, Kazuhiko Hachiya, Maywa Denki, the Kuwa Collaboration, Sachi Kodama, and Masahiko Iwami), which 

will be synchronized with at the Ars Electronica Center museum will provide an additional opportunity, in conjunction with this year’s 

prizewinning works, to examine what forms that power of expression takes. 
 
Proposing New Domains 
The exhibition also proposes new possibilities for the next generation of media art to win international acclaim. The spotlight is on new 

hybrids, such as the cross fertilization of science and literature, and on fields unique to Japan, such as space art, developing under 

conditions of weightlessness(micro-gravity) or in space, fields now becoming part of our everyday life. It invites a reconsideration of the 

past, including experiments in public art using digital media, and explores new sources of inspiration. 
 
Related Events 
Cyber Arts Japan will be held in conjunction with the thirteenth Japan Media Arts Festival (February 3-14, the National Art Center, Tokyo) 

and the ICC Metaverse Project (until February 28, the NTT ICC). It will also include a lecture by Gerfried Stocker, artistic and managing 

director of the Ars Electronica Center and artistic co-director of the Ars Electronica Festival, a symposium on robots and device art with 

participating artists Kazuhiko Hachiya, Maywa Denki and more, and screenings of related films.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



［［［［Artists］］］］ 

 
h.o＋＋＋＋Dentsu  www.howeb.org/j/works/cap.html 

Christa Sommerer & Laurent Mignonneau www.interface.ufg.ac.at/christa-laurent/ 

Yoichiro Kawaguchi www.iii.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~yoichiro/ 

Toshio Iwai www.iwaisanchi.exblog.jp/   www.tenorion.exblog.jp/ 

Yasuhiro Suzuki / "Technology to Create Digital Public Art" Project, AIR HARBOR, The University of Tokyo  
*"Technology to Create Digital Public Art" Project is research proposal selected by JST CREST "Foundation of Technology Supporting the Creation 

of Digital Media Contents" in 2004. 

www.digital-public-art.org/airharbor/airharbor.php 

www.mabataki.com/ 

Device Art Project www.deviceart.org, www.jst.go.jp/kisoken/crest/report/heisei18/pdf/pdf11/11_1/005.pdf 

Hiroo Iwata www.intron.kz.tsukuba.ac.jp/ 

Maywa Denki www.maywadenki.com/ 

Kazuhiko Hachiya www.petworks.co.jp/~hachiya/hachiya_kazuhiko/Information.html 

Ryota Kuwakubo  www.vector-scan.com/ 

Masahiko Inami www.inami-lab.kmd.keio.ac.jp/ 

Sachiko Kodama www.www.kodama.hc.uec.ac.jp/index-j.html 

Keiichiro Hirano/Yasuto Nakanishi/Kazuma Morino/Ken Ishii 

www.k-hirano.com 

www.naka.sfc.keio.ac.jp 

www.stripe.co.jp/home.html 

www.kenishii.com/ 

Ryoji Ikeda www.ryojiikeda.com/ 

Daito Manabe www.daito.ws/ 

tEnt（（（（ Hiroya Tanaka＋＋＋＋Macoto Cuhara））））www.tent-info.com/ 

exonemo www.exonemo.com/ 

Yuri Suzuki www.yurisuzuki.com/ 

Yasushi Noguchi/Hideyuki Ando http://r-dimension.xsrv.jp/jpn/watch_siggraph/ 

Junji Watanabe/Tetsutoshi Tabata/ Hideyuki Ando  www.junji.org/ 

Hidenori Watanave http://labo.wtnv.jp/2009/07/gps3600.html 

Four Dimensional Digital Universe Project, NAOJ http://4d2u.nao.ac.jp/ 

JAXA Pilot Missions of Utilization of International Space Station(ISS) / Kibo for Culture / Humanities and Social 
Sciences http://iss.jaxa.jp/utiliz/epo/index.html 

 

Award-winning works of Prix Ars Electronica［［［［the next idea］］］］and more  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
[Exhibition Outline] 

    

Title: Sanctioned Event of the Japan Media Arts Festival “Cyber Arts Japan ̶ Ars Electronica 30 Years for Art and Media Technology” 

Period: Tuesday, February 2 – Monday, March 22, 2010 

Closed: Mondays（except March 22） 

Opening Hours: 10:00 – 18:00（tickets available until 17:30） 

Venue: Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo 

Organized by Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo      

Co-organized by NHK Enterprises, Inc        

Sponsored by Agency for Cultural Affairs 

Institutional support by ARS ELECTRONICA LINZ GmbH 

In Cooperated with Japan Media Arts Festival Executive Committee / CG-ARTS Society 

Special support by Austrian Embassy-Cultural Forum 

Corporate sponsorship by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology / JST CREST, SAKIGAKE / Japan 

Aerospace Exploration Agency / EU-Japan Fest Japan Committee / Austrian Embassy - Cultural Forum / Kansai Telecasting 

Corporation / NEC Display Solutions, Ltd. / Hewlett-Packard Japan, Ltd. / NTT Inter Communication Center［ICC］/ Four ̶ 

Dimensional Digital Universe Project, NAOJ / 3D Consortium / Solidray co., ltd. / Photo Craft Co, Ltd./ YAMAHA 

CORPORATION/ NVIDIA Japan/Frameman co.,Ltd/ STEREO D LLD and more 
Official website   www.mot-art-museum.jp/exhibition/cyberarts 

 

[Admission] 
 
General: ¥1000(¥800) / Students and 65 and older: ¥800(¥640) / Jr.High and High: ¥600(¥480) / Elementary and younger: Free   

Note: - (  ) includes group rates (20 or more) / Exhibition ticket includes admission to the MOT collection / Joint admission ticket allow 

entry to the “MOT Annual 2010 Neo-Ornamentalism from Japanese Contemporary Art” exhibition as well 

 

[Staff] 
 
Curator: Tomoe Moriyama, Kosuke Murata 

Press Contact: Kumiko Ohara k-ohara@mot-art.jp    

Tel. +81-5242-1134(direct)   Fax.+81-3-5245-1141 

 

[Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo] 
 
4-1-1, Miyoshi, Koto-ku, Tokyo, JAPAN 135-0022 

TEL. ＋81（0）3-5245-4111（General Information）  ＋81（0）3-5405-8686（Hello Dial） 

http://www.mot-art-museum.jp 

 

[Access] 
 
From Kiyosumi-Shirakawa Station: on the Hanzomon Line: 9min. walk from the B2 exit. 

From Kiyosumi-Shirakawa Station: on the Toei Oedo Line: 13min. walk from the A3 exit. 
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[Press Images] 
 
（（（（１１１１））））h.o＋Dentsu, SLOGAN GENERATOR  ©h.o＋Dentsu        

（（（（２２２２））））（（（（３３３３））））h.o＋Dentsu, BUZZ BUBLES  ©h.o＋Dentsu    

（（（（４４４４））））（（（（５５５５））））Christa Sommerer & Laurent Mignonneau, Life Writer ©2006, Laurent Mignonneau & Christa Sommerer 

（（（（６６６６））））Yoichiro Kawaguchi, FICCO  ©Yoichiro Kawaguchi  

（（（（７７７７））））Yoichiro Kawaguchi, Flora  ©Yoichiro Kawaguchi  

（（（（８８８８））））Yoichiro Kawaguchi, Paradise   ©Yoichiro Kawaguchi 

（（（（９９９９））））（（（（10101010））））Toshio Iwai, Marshmallow Scope  ©Toshio Iwai 

（（（（11111111））））Ars Electronica 2001 Take Over official program, cover illustration by Nanpei Kaneko 

（（（（12121212））））Yasuhiro Suzuki / "Technology to Create Digital Public Art" Project, AIR HARBOR, The University of Tokyo   

© Yasuhiro Suzuki  Photo: Mie Morimoto  *"Technology to Create Digital Public Art" Project is research proposal selected by JST CREST 

"Foundation of Technology Supporting the Creation of Digital Media Contents" in 2004. 

（（（（13131313））））Hiroo Iwata, Media Vehicle   ©HIroo Iwata 

（（（（14141414））））Hiroo Iwata, Floating Eye  ©HIroo Iwata 

（（（（15151515））））Maywa Denki, Maywa Deknki Nonsense Machines  ©YK/MD 

（（（（16161616））））Maywa Denki, Tsukuba Diorama  ©Maywa Denki 

（（（（17171717））））Kazuhiko Hachiya, PostPet  ©So-net Entertainment Corporation 

（（（（18181818））））Kazuhiko Hachiya, PostPet V3  ©So-net Entertainment Corporation 

（（（（19191919））））Ryota Kuwakubo, SiliFulin  ©Ryota Kuwakubo 

（（（（20202020））））Ryota Kuwakubo, PLX  ©Ryota Kuwakubo 

（（（（21212121））））Masahiko Inami, Surrounding of Firefly  ©Masahiko Inami  

（（（（22222222））））Sachiko Kodama, Morpho Tower ©Sachiko Kodama 

（（（（23232323））））Kazuma Morino, Runners  ©Kazuma Morino 

（（（（24242424））））Kazuma Morino, Ken Ishii “Awakening”PV  ©Kazuma Morino+Ken Ishii 

（（（（25252525））））Keiichiro Hirano/Yasuto Nakanishi, reflexive reading  ©Keiichiro Hirano+Yashito Nakanishi 

（（（（26262626））））Daito Manabe, Copy Visualize Instrument  ©Daito Manabe 

（（（（27272727））））Daito Manabe, Artist’s Portrait  ©Daito Manabe 

（（（（28282828））））tEnt(Hiroya Tanaka＋Macoto Cuhara), call<->response Prototype ©tEnt (TANAKA Hiroya + CUHARA Macoto) 

（（（（29292929））））exonemo, Got Exists.  ©exonemo       

（（（（30303030））））exonemo, The Road Movie  © exonemo 

（（（（31313131））））（（（（32323232））））Yuri Suzuki, Physical Value of Sound  photo: Clear Edition and Gallery 

（（（（33333333））））Yuri Suzuki, Physical Value of Sound  ©Yuri Suzuki 

（（（（34343434））））（（（（35353535））））Yasushi Noguchi/Hideyuki Ando, Watch Me!  ©Yasushi Noguchi+Hideyuki Ando 

（（（（36363636））））Junji Watanabe/Tetsutoshi Tabata/ Hideyuki Ando, blink to see___ ©Junji Watanabe+Tetsutoshi Tabata+Hideyuki Ando 

（（（（37373737））））（（（（38383838））））Hidenori Watanave, SIGGRPAH Asia Archive in Second Life  ©Hidenori Watanave 

（（（（39393939））））（（（（40404040））））Four Dimensional Digital Universe Project, NAOJ, Entire Topography of Lunar Surface  
  © Four Dimensional Digital Universe Project, NAOJ 

（（（（41414141））））Yuji Nakada, You are in time  ©Yuji Nakada 

（（（（42424242））））Yoko Ishii+Hiroshi Homura, ”It’s fire, you can touch it”  photo: by Takumi Ota 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Press Images
Please write down the number of the image/s you request.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART TOKYO FAX:03-5245-1141
IMAGE REQUEST FORM

As for Press Images, we have 13 selected images from this exhibition. These can be obtained upon 
request using this image request form. 
Please FAX us at 03-5245-1141 or drop an e-mail at k-ohara@mot-art.jp. 

Regards to the usage of these imageries, please be aware of the following; 
①①①①All provided caption needs to be inscribed upon usage of the imagery. (Title, Name of the Artist/s, Year, 
Name of the photographer/s)
②②②②Trimming and editing of the imagery is prohibited.
*Much appreciated if you could send us a rough copy to the above e-mail address before the final print.
*Please send us a copy of the magazine/newspaper/DVD/video/website link etc in order for our press 
archiving materials and also for the verification of the information provided.

Press Contact
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
PUBLIC RELATIONS
TEL:03-5245-1134(Direct)
FAX: 03-5245-1141
Kumiko Ohara k-ohara@mot-art.jp

FAX Number

Phone Number

Mailing Address

E-mail Address

Your Name 

Name of the Company

On-sale date/ Airdate (if not 
definite, planned) 

TV Radio Magazine Newspaper Free-paper Website Mobile site Others Please circle your publication
genre

Name of the Magazine/ 
Newspaper/ TV program/ 
Website 

 


